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DoubleTalk
Who Does What?
What do TCA
members do?
Write articles,
draw cartoons,
send letters, host
rides and rallies.

Deadline
for the
July August

Editor: Edits your articles for
DoubleTalk, accepts all advertising,
and wants your mid-year address
corrections.
Secretary: Contact point between TCA
and the outside world.
Membership: Collects dues, processes
memberships.
Treasurer: Money management, tax and
ﬁnancial reports. Pays the bills
Merchandise: Sells T-shirts and any other
TCA-approved merchandise that may
be offered from time to time.
Webmaster: Maintains the TCA Website
- www.tandemclub.org
When you contact one of these volunteers, seeking information about the
TCA and/or tandem activities in the area,
please be speciﬁc. Many of these individuals are also active in other bicycling
organizations, and a SASE with no questions asked may never be returned.

Editors: Jack & Susan Goertz, 2220
Vanessa Dr, Birmingham, AL 35242
editor@tandemclub.org (205) 991-7766
Secretary: Anne & Kent Ellis, 733 Hunters Pointe Ct, Bowling Green, KY 421047203 secretary@tandemclub.org
(270) 796-8625
Membership: Duncan & Laura McCabe,
2302 New Orleans Pl, Wilmington, NC
28403-0315 membership@tandemclub.org
(910) 540-9371
Treasurers: Al & Sue Berzinis, 99
Bender Ln, Delmar, NY 12054-4331
treasurer@tandemclub.org
Merchandise: Yvonne Hensley
& Beth Hobensack, 180 Industrial
Blvd, Suite P, McKinney, TX 75069
merchandise@tandemclub.org (972) 5628588
Webmaster: Russell Mawn, 2662
Paden Pl, Vestavia Hills, AL 35226
webmaster@tandemclub.org

issue is
June 1,
2010
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BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE
We have a limited number of
back issues of Doubletalk available
to complete your collection. For each
issue desired, send a check for $3.00,
payable to Tandem Club of America,
to Jack & Susan Goertz, 2220 Vanessa
Drive, Birmingham, AL 35242-4430.
The issues you order will be sent to
you either via ﬁrst class postage (1-4
issues ordered) or via UPS (more than
4 issues ordered).

Issues still available:
2010
January - February
2009
November - December
September - October
July - August
May - June
March - April
January - February

Send articles to: Jack & Susan Goertz, 2220 Vanessa Dr, Birmingham, AL 35242-4430 editor@tandemclub.org
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From the Editors –
We need your help. As you longtime members of TCA know, Susan and
I have been editing DoubleTalk since
1984. We’ve had fun doing it, and we
hope you’ve had fun reading it. However,
without your input, our fun level may
soon end. Until very recently, we’ve always had plenty of articles for publication
in DoubleTalk. But recently our backlog
of articles has dropped ‘way off! We’re in
danger of running out of content for future issues. We don’t want that to happen,
and you can help insure that it doesn’t.
As we stated in our editorial in
March, we’re still looking for all those
articles we know you have in mind that
you just haven’t had the time yet to put
words on paper (or, more likely, in the
computer) and mail them to us, either
electronically or on paper via snail/mail.
We hope to see them soon, complete
with pictures (sent separately from the
article, of course). And you already know
it can be sent to us in almost any format
– either electronically or on paper. Heck,
we’ll even take it written in crayon on
butcher paper, as long as we can read
it! We’ll even accept hard-copy of your
pictures (we’ll scan them into a digital
format). If you choose to send us digital pictures, please send them to us @
editor@tandemclub.org .
The rally season has ofﬁcially started
for us. In April we spent a terriﬁc weekend in Eufaula, AL, at the Alabama
Tandem Weekend. ATW is probably one
of the lowest-key weekends you can ever
attend. There’s practically no planning,
no fees, and really no schedule. The host

team simply ﬁnds a hotel with enough
rooms to house a group of tandem riders
who want to get together w/o any plans
and ride tandems in the area. Yes, it does
help if there are some great roads in the
area, and Eufaula ﬁt the bill! Read the full
report on the weekend in this issue. In
May we’ll be heading over to Georgia for
the Georgia Tandem Rally, which should
be just as fun, and much more organized,
but with a fee (quite reasonable for what
you receive) for the weekend. We hope to
see you there.
Have you tried out the new Tandem
Club website? We continue to hear from
you, and the problems are deﬁnitely getting to be less and less. If you are moving,
you can update your own address information, or you can renew your membership on-line. If you have problems with
the website, send an e-mail to us (editors,
webmaster, and/or membership people)
as appropriate and we’ll tackle your problem. As we become more familiar with
the admin of the site, we think the service
we can offer the TCA membership will
continue to improve.

May / June 2010
www.TandemClub.org

Please
share your
thoughts
with
DoubleTalk

New events keep popping up on
our Calendar. Flip back to the calendar
pages in DoubleTalk and pick out the
events you want to attend, or go online to the Tandem Club website (www.
tandemclub.org) and click on the Events
menu to go directly to the events for
that month. Events that “bridge” the end
of one month and extend into the next
month will be listed in both months’ listings. The on-line listings should let you
click through to the hosts’ e-mail and/or
contined on page 4

Send articles to: Jack & Susan Goertz, 2220 Vanessa Dr, Birmingham, AL 35242-4430 editor@tandemclub.org
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‘From the Editor’ continued from page 3

websites, too, making it even easier to get
the information you need to make your
tandem vacation better. And if you don’t
see the event(s) you want to see, contact
the organizers and ask them to send us
their information as soon as they can.
It’s time to close for another issue. We
hope to see you on the road!
Jack & Susan

Rich Hairston and Sandy Houck

Dear DoubleTalk,
My husband, Rich Hairston, recently
passed away from lung cancer. Riding a
tandem had been a great part of our lives
since 1978. So as a memorial I bought
a double urn and had a tandem emblem
mounted on it. It’s in a niche at our local
mausoleum for all to see the sentiment
that a tandem brings.

6

Thank you,
Sandy Houck
Napa, CA
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TCA Tandem Hospitality Homes
Are you willing to become a TCA Hospitality
Home? If so please head to the TCA website, www.
tandemclub.org. There you can sign up and ﬁnd a
complete description of the program. If you would
like to discuss what's involved, drop an e-mail to us
or call the membership chairs or the editors.
A Hospitality Home provides touring cyclists a
place to stay for a night. It need not be fancy, a spare
bedroom or even a tent site will do. The cyclist will

www.Draftmaster.com

need shower facilities and an opportunity to launder
their clothes and a meal. The touring cyclist will
call you well in advance and make arrangements; no
surprises.
Please go on line and register to sign up at www.
tandemclub.org. You will need some basic informations such as your e-mail address, your address, and
contact information.
editor@tandemclub.org

(800) 659-5569

A NEW
DIVISION
OF ATOC

(800) ATOC-021

www.TopperRacks.com

www.Atoc.com

Roof top
carriers
for
singles
tandems
recumbents

Receiver hitch
carriers
for
singles, tandems
recumbents, trikes

One-person loading!

Pivoting & non-pivoting
styles available

TCA 2004-1, Rev A
Send articles to: Jack & Susan Goertz, 2220 Vanessa Dr, Birmingham, AL 35242-4430 editor@tandemclub.org
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Touring in Minnesota
and Wisconsin

A snakelike route linking up a dozen of
them began to work its way through our
imagination, and before long became
the reality you see on the two maps of
our route, 1810 miles of riding, 910 of
them on bike trails, with a tandem rally
just past the midpoint. It doesn’t get
much better than this!
Our route began in St. Paul, easily
reached by Amtrak from our home in
Seattle. For a small fee they provide
bike boxes requiring 20 minutes of
packing and another 20 unpacking, and
the bike arrived in perfect condition, as
it always has on Amtrak. A bike map
of the Twin Cities picked up six years
earlier was most helpful, as there are
many bike trails but ﬁnding them is

Crossing the St Louis River on the Willard Munger Trail south of
Duluth

It started with a notice in Doubletalk. “Hey, honey, the Midwest Tandem
Rally is Labor Day weekend in Rochester
Minnesota, that town we really enjoyed
on our Midwest tour in 2003!” With
stokerly encouragement, captain Jeff then
googled “Minnesota bike
trails” and found
http://mntrails.
com, then
http://www.dnr.
state.wi.us/org/
land/parks/speciﬁc/ﬁndatrail.
html for Wisconsin. “Wow,
there are a lot
Our Authors, Jeff and Louise enjoying
of bike trails!”
“German Night” in Lanesboro.
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Some of the hills and sharp curves on the
Mesabi Trail in northern Minnesota

challenging without a detailed map. You
can actually download your own map
nowadays at http://www.metrocouncil.
org/planning/transportation/Bikeways/
Maps.htm. Within minutes we were
gliding down our ﬁrst bike trail past two
lakes. “Hey, only 9,998 more lakes to
go in Minnesota,” we joked. No joke,

Send articles to: Jack & Susan Goertz, 2220 Vanessa Dr, Birmingham, AL 35242-4430 editor@tandemclub.org
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we saw several hundred more in the next
seven weeks.
This truly was bike trail heaven. We
toured all over St. Paul and parts of Minneapolis along the Mississippi River for
2 days, covering 50 miles on trails and
30 on streets, half of those street miles in
bike lanes. Leaving town on the Gateway
Trail we sailed in ancient railroad cuts
under busy roads, oblivious to the trafﬁc
above. 25 miles away was Stillwater, a
quaint town on the St. Croix River that
marks the boundary with Wisconsin in
this part of the state. An easy day’s ride
up the St. Croix and we were in Taylor’s
Falls, where we took a day off the bike
to canoe seven miles downstream to a
landing where a bus was waiting to take
us back. Hey, these Minnesotans really
know how to enjoy the outdoors!
Our ﬁrst long bike trail was the
Willard Munger, 60 miles of ﬂat riding
through regenerating pine forests and
farms growing corn and soy, followed
by a fabulous 10 miles down a 1%
grade through rock cuts and past the
powerful St. Louis River. It dropped
us off on the edge of Duluth. Online
at http://www.dsmic.org/Default.
asp?PageID=339, we found a downloadable bike map that provided a
reasonable route to the heart of town.
Getting into Duluth is one thing,
getting out on a bike quite another.
Riding was, for us at least, not an option. For two miles it took both of us
working full-out to push the tandem
uphill, but just before the crest of
the ridge we found a two-mile-long
bike trail that moderated the grade

The ole’ swimmin’ hole at Lake Ore-BeGone, a reclaimed open-pit
mine in the Mesabi Range. Photo taken from the Mesabi Trail.

and avoided some of the heaviest trafﬁc.
We rode the surprisingly wide shoulder
of U.S. Hwy 53 for 55 lonely miles to
Eveleth through a fairly empty part of the
state, but thanks to a tail wind and lots of
water bottles plus sandwiches picked up
in town, it wasn’t a bad ride.

Tandem Touring: New York, Ohio, Ontario
Lakes, wineries, Farmland, Rolling Countryside

Maps / Cue Sheets / Bag Transfer / Lodging / Dinners

Thousand Islands area of New York & Ontario
Niagara Country: Falls, Lakes & Canals
Ohio’s Freedom Trail & Farm Country
Adirondack Tandem Rally & Tour

Custom & Group Tours available

www.GTGtandems.com

Gear-To-Go Tandems

518-891-1869
Saranac Lake, NY
Tours@GTGtandems.com

Send articles to: Jack & Susan Goertz, 2220 Vanessa Dr, Birmingham, AL 35242-4430 editor@tandemclub.org
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In Eveleth we picked up one of the
most unusual bike trails we’ve seen, the
Mesabi Trail. Parts are on old rail beds,
but more is carved out of the craggy hills
of the Mesabi Range and the ride was
fairly hilly. Sharp curves were also a challenge with our big rig, but we managed
to avoid becoming overly friendly with
any of the many pine and birch trees that
envelop most of this woodsy route. As
payoff, we came out regularly to lookouts
over ore pits, some still active in this ironrich area, some long-closed and turned
into recreational lakes. Our favorite
name was Lake Ore-Be-Gone. Midway
through the Mesabi we spent two nights
in Hibbing where the highlights were a
museum commemorating the founding
there of the Greyhound Bus Line and a
bike ride past the boyhood home of Bob
Dylan. Dinner was in a restaurant ﬁlled
with Dylan memorabilia. By the
time we reached
Grand Rapids we
had followed the
Mesabi Trail for 84
miles and understood the geology
and history of the
Mesabi in a way we
never would have
without a bikepaced trip through
it.

Western end of the Central Lakes Trail in
Fergus Falls, Mn
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Our next bike
trail was 56 miles
away. Luckily the
shoulder down
U.S. Hwy 2 to it
was wide. Unluck-

Paul Bunyan and us on the Heartland Bike
Trail

ily but common, the wind was strong out
of the west. Luckily, the forest was so
dense and close to the highway that we
managed to maintain a respectable speed.
Unluckily, there was not much in our
destination, the town of Cass Lake, but
we found beds and food – we’ll leave it at
that. Our next two days were a pleasant
payoff, as the Heartland Trail was fairly

The view from our motel bedroom in Olivia,
“Corn Capital of Minnesota”; ten feet of
lawn, ten miles of corn.

Send articles to: Jack & Susan Goertz, 2220 Vanessa Dr, Birmingham, AL 35242-4430 editor@tandemclub.org
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ﬂat and buried deep in the woods, sheltering us from the relentless west wind
as we worked our way southwesterly. A
comfortable motel in the resort town
of Walker and then the Heartland Trail
B&B in tiny Dorset completed the recuperation. We and our tandem even “met”
Paul Bunyan along the side of the trail,
and since the B&B was a former schoolhouse, we got to sleep in class (4th grade,
to be exact).
After those pleasant 50 miles on
the Heartland Trail we found ourselves
in the middle of Minnesota and, more
importantly, outside of the forested part
of the state for the ﬁrst time. For the
next few weeks, wind, corn, soy and hay
were our constant companions. For two
days we rode southwesterly on back roads
we found courtesy of the detailed Minnesota Bike Map at http://www.dot.state.
mn.us/bike/map.html. This was truly the
land of lakes – one county alone has over
a thousand – and we spent an extra day
in the small town of Battle Lake where we
were able to rent a canoe and explore two
of those lakes in Glendalough State Park.

Classic midwest downtown: Faribault, MiN

Old grain elevator along the Central Lakes Trail

At last we reached our westernmost
point, Fergus Falls, also the western terminus of the Central Lakes Trail, which
forms a 103-mile unbroken rail trail to
St. Cloud on the outskirts of the Twin
Cities by connecting up with the Lake
Wobegon Trail (ofﬁcial motto: “Where all
the visitors are above average”). We didn’t
actually see Lake Wobegon or Garrison
Keillor, but with a short ride off the trail,
did get to visit the boyhood home of Sinclair Lewis in Sauk Centre, the town he
made infamous in his novel Main Street.
For the next 200 miles from here to
Mankato we were mostly on roads, aside
from 30 miles on the Glacial Lakes Trail
and a local trail alongside Green Lake,
but the state bike map helped us ﬁnd
roads with adequate shoulders, low trafﬁc, or both. In the six years since we’d
been in Mankato a new trail had opened,
the North Minnesota River Trail, and it
brought us right to the heart of town.

Send articles to: Jack & Susan Goertz, 2220 Vanessa Dr, Birmingham, AL 35242-4430 editor@tandemclub.org

11

DoubleTalk
extend it 30 miles to connect up with the
Cannon River Trail, and hopefully it will
be upgraded when that happens, if not
sooner.

Don Stenton and Erica Dhillon on the Root River Trail.

Our return to the Sakatah Singing Hills
Trail from Mankato to Faribault was a
disappointment, however, as it has had
no maintenance in ages and the pavement
was quite broken up with frost heaves,
the only trail
in Minnesota
that was not
in excellent
condition.
There is a
long-range
plan to

Jeff and Louise Davis on the Root River Trail.
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One more ride of 60 miles, the last
dozen on the Douglas Trail, and we were
in Rochester. The Midwest Tandem
Rally headquarters was the Kahler Grand
Hotel across the street from the Mayo
Clinic, and it was a pleasant change for
the staff to see a healthy crowd of tandem
bikers ﬁlling their hotel. We arrived three
days early to rest up for the rally. We
made the mistake once of riding to a tandem rally and arriving so tired we could
barely do the rides. Not this time.
The day before the rally we rode 20
miles out of town to meet up with our
friends Don Stenton and Erica Dhillon
from Victoria BC, who biked in from the
Amtrak station in Winona. They were
two of the main organizers of the 2009
Northwest Tandem Rally, which of course
meant that they did not get to ride at
their own rally. When they heard about
our trip, they were eager to join us for
the rest of our ride across Minnesota and
Wisconsin, including the Rally. Together

An Amish buggy in Harmony, MN
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with our friends and 300 other teams, we
explored the area around Rochester on
three great rides and got to meet all sorts
of Midwestern animal riders – COWS
(Couples On WheelS) from Wisconsin,
PIGS (Paired Iowans Going Somewhere),
CATS (Chicago Area Tandem Society),
among other species. Even though we do
rallies and touring both on our tandem,
there is a very different dynamic, athletic
as well as social, and they’re a nice change
of pace for us.
Following the rally was a special treat:
several folks had organized a four-night
post-rally ride centered in Lanesboro on
the Root River Trail. We and our Victoria friends biked the 45 miles there while
other teams did the shift by car. Each of
the next three days we explored a different leg of this Y-shaped trail with 2 dozen
tandem teams, then enjoyed group dinners in different restaurants in Lanesboro.
If you can only do one trail in Minnesota, this is the one, as the scenery in this
woodsy valley carved out of limestone is
wonderful, the trail smoothly paved and
half-ﬂat, half-gentle hills, and the town a
center for comfy small hotels and B&Bs.
At last we went from 600 riding partners to 24 to just 2, Don and Erica, for
a ten day run to Milwaukee, with 250 of
the 350 miles on trails! There were two
major differences to the Wisconsin trails.
Wisconsin charges annual trail-use fees of
$20/person (not per bike, sorry to say for
tandemers), and about 80% of the trail
miles were crushed limestone, unlike the
uniformly paved trails we had gotten used
to in Minnesota. With our 26 x 1.25
tires we did ﬁne, and the absence of black

Jeff & Louise at one of the tunnels on the Elroy-Sparta Trail in
Wisconsin.

asphalt does give the trail a more organic,
earth-toned look.
While just riding the tandem down
these ﬂat to gently-sloped trails was
tremendous fun, three special places do
stand out in our memory. The ﬁrst was
the trio of tunnels on the Elroy-Sparta
Trail, the longest 3800’ and profoundly

Rest stop on the Glacial Drumlin Trail east of Madison, WI

Send articles to: Jack & Susan Goertz, 2220 Vanessa Dr, Birmingham, AL 35242-4430 editor@tandemclub.org

13

DoubleTalk

Sharing the Glacial Drumlin Trail in Wisconsin with a Great Blue
Heron

dark midway through with only a tiny
ﬂashlight and distant specks of tunnel
entrances for light. Next was the town
of Spring Green, where a canoe outﬁtter carried the four of us and two canoes
13 miles up the Wisconsin River for a
pleasant paddle down with a 2 mph current for help. Our third special stop was
Madison, a curious blend of politics (it’s
the state capital) and student life (home
of the University of Wisconsin). Having both retired from the other UW (in
Seattle Washington) it was jarring to see
“UW” in red rather than our familiar
purple, but we felt right at home with
the vibrant student life we encountered,
including a practice session by the marching band preparing for the next football
game.
Our trip ended with a ride into
Milwaukee on the Oak Leaf and Hank
Aaron Bike Trails (located with maps
from http://www.ci.mil.wi.us/maps4460.
htm) and a day sightseeing downtown
and Lake Michigan on foot before catching Amtrak back to Seattle.
If you also enjoy riding on rural bike
trails, we strongly urge you to include
Minnesota and Wisconsin on your tandem travel plans. You won’t be sorry.
Jeff and Louise Davis

Our route through Minnesota was roughly counter-clockwise,
starting in St. Paul and heading north to Duluth, west to Fergus
Falls, then southeasterly to Mankato and Rochester, leaving for
Wisconsin through La Crosse.

About the authors: Jeff and Louise Davis
have ridden 50,000 tandem miles, some
commuting to work but many more on long
tours all over the U.S. You can read more
about their tandem adventures since retirement at http://redtandem.net.

Bike trails we rode are in wide lines, and roads in dotted lines.
Some other bike trails in MN we did not ride are shown in narrower grey lines.
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Alabama Tandem
Weekend – Eufaula, AL
April 9-11, 2010
The 2010 edition of the Alabama
Tandem Weekend is now history, and it
was great! Hosts Steve & Wendy Baxter,
of Louisville, AL, invited all interested
tandem teams to meet them in historic
Eufaula, AL, over the weekend of April
9-11 and ride with them in the area.
Steve and Wendy had spent a bit of time,
scoping out rides in the area, and ﬁnding
a great hotel that was convenient to great
riding and good food.
The Alabama Tandem Weekend is a
bit different from most of the Rallies listed in the TCA calendar of events. ATW is
very low-key. No fee is charged, you don’t
get any t-shirts, spiffs, snacks, or meals
provided. If the hosts have arranged any
perks, that’s a bonus, but certainly isn’t
expected. (Steve & Wendy went into the
“bonus” territory for this rally. More on
this later.) You make your own reservations at the hotel, you buy your own
food, and you come prepared to take care
of your own tandem. Pre-weekend communications is all by e-mail, and the hosts
aren’t sure who all will attend until they
arrive. That’s okay, as they haven’t had to
commit for hotel rooms, meals, or snacks!
Tandem teams started rolling into
the Eufaula Quality Inn about noon on
Friday. Most teams had stopped to grab
a sandwich as they rolled into town,
or else they parked their vehicles at the
Quality, unloaded their tandems, and
headed off into town to ﬁnd a restaurant.

With maps completed, schedule written, menus provided, dinner
reservations made, and teams checking into the hotel, our Alabama Tandem hosts, Steve and Wendy Baxter relax in the special
Alabama Tandem Weekend Adirondeck Chairs. By the end of the
weekend the chairs will belong to one of the Alabama Tandem
Weekend teams.

Downtown Eufaula was only a few blocks
away, and there were several places you
could ﬁnd a bite to eat before heading
out onto the planned route for Friday.
Did we mention that Eufaula hosts an
annual Spring Pilgrimage, and it was this
weekend? The Spring Pilgrimage is an
EVENT where Eufaula opens up many
of their historic homes for tours. There’s
an art show, an antique show, a “ghost
walk”, and more. This meant that Eufaula
was brimming with people. How Steve
and Wendy convinced the Quality Inn to
save enough rooms for ATW was beyond
me, but somehow they did, and they even
negotiated a very nice rate for ATW.
Eufaula is on the AL-GA border,
south of Columbus, GA and north of
Dothan, AL. It’s on the shores of Lake
Eufaula (AL name)/Walter F George

Send articles to: Jack & Susan Goertz, 2220 Vanessa Dr, Birmingham, AL 35242-4430 editor@tandemclub.org
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Lake (GA name). The hotel was located right at the
bridge across the lake, and
that was the direction Friday
& Saturday’s rides headed.
So, this year the ATW was
mostly in GA! Friday, most
The weather was perfect.
teams headed across the river on
US82, taking up one full lane
on the 4-lane bridge. Once across the
lake, the road narrowed to 2 lanes, but we
soon turned off the road, out of trafﬁc,
onto a pleasant road heading south. We
did a 25-mile loop, taking us through the
GA countryside and back to the slightly
busy road to our hotel. Just the right distance to loosen up the legs after the drive
to Eufaula.

The teams split into several smaller
groups for dinner, and we hiked about
3-4 blocks to the River City Grille, a very
nice up-scale bar & restaurant in one of
Eufaula’s many restored buildings. As the
Pilgrimage was in full swing, the Grille
was very busy! We were glad that the
groups weren’t too large, or service could
have been really slow. Instead, our waitress handled our table of 10 very well,
and she even managed to get all the bills
correctly distributed, without anyone telling her who went with who around the
table. Since we were all moving around
and talking , that was a feat all in itself!
After dinner, some teams headed off to
(successfully) ﬁnd ice cream, while other
teams did the short walk back to the hoThe group quickly showered and then tel. Turns out our route back was on one
of the ghost walks – we think! Or maybe
congregated around the pool, which was
Eufaula really is haunted!
open for business (one of the advantages
of Southern events – outdoor pools open
Saturday was another perfect day
in March!) Beverages and snacks were
for tandem riding. Steve & Wendy told
shared, and plans were made for dinner.
the group to pay attention to things we
saw as we did the ride, as he’d be asking
questions after dinner Saturday night,
just to see how observant we all were.
Tandem rides are usually social, and
Steve & Wendy wanted to make sure we
paid attention to our surroundings as we
pedaled by. Since there wasn’t a hard and
fast schedule to maintain, teams pedaled
off as they were ready, in groups of 2 to
4 teams. Again, the route crossed the
Lake into GA, but this time it went north
along the lake before turning inland further into GA. The ﬁrst destination was to
Florence Marina State Park, where there
Saturday lunch in Lumpkin. Take out only, but a great porch comwas another local arts/craft fair. Bicycles
plete with tables and fans made for a nice break.
were able to come into the park w/o a
fee, and many teams took advantage of
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the local foods for sale. Several teams
decided to try their luck at an old-fashioned cake walk, and one lucky(?) team
won a freshly-baked cake! Fortunately the
folks running the cake walk were willing
to swap the cake for a batch of brownies,
much easier to carry on a tandem than a
layer cake!
The road from Florence Marina SP
went right by Providence Canyon State
Park. Providence Canyon is considered
by some GA residents to be “Georgia’s
Grand Canyon”. There were plenty of
locals in the parking lots as we went by.
Some teams stopped to view the Canyon, but no one took the time to hike
to the bottom and back up. The roads
were enough up/down that we ﬁgured we
didn’t really need to do up/down by foot!
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the main road through Lumpkin, I’m not sure we saw any
vehicles until we arrived back in
Georgetown, just across the river
from our hotel. For most teams,
today’s 63-mile ride was the
longest ride of 2010, so far! At
the hotel, we all convened once
again around the pool for more
beverages and shared snacks.
Steve & Wendy had tipped
off the folks at Cajun Corners
that he was bringing in a large
group of folks for dinner. The Cajun
Corners had tables set up for us, and they
were ready for us as we came in for dinner. Groups gathered at tables set up for
us, and the service was quick , with great
food once again.

Once past the canyon, we quickly
entered the small town of Lumpkin, GA.
In downtown(?) Lumpkin, we rode right
by the Four-Corners BBQ. What better place to eat in the middle of a ride
than at a BBQ? The 4CBBQ was truly a
mom’n’pop operation, and, unfortunately, our group overwhelmed Mom ‘N’Pop.
They did their level-best to keep up, but
it became obvious as more teams arrived
that they weren’t prepared to handle the
meals for us all. Or maybe it was because
the tandems arrived just as a large group
of motorcyclists were leaving. Whatever
the reason, everyone did get food, and it
the wait really wasn’t too long for most
of us. Since Susan and I actually were the
ﬁrst team to arrive, our service couldn’t
have been better there!

After dinner, back at the hotel, Steve
& Wendy set up for the informal scavenger hunt. He and Wendy had come up
with a list of 24 questions that we had to
answer. Since we didn’t know the questions in advance, it was a lot of fun trying
to remember what we saw on the route
as we pedaled by. Here are 3 of the 24
questions asked –

After lunch, teams headed off for the
24-mile ride back to the hotel. Once off

•#3 Just up 27 the mileage sign states
Lumpkin ___ miles? Hint - above 20.

•#1 After crossing over the bridge
on 82 into Georgetown, the sign stated
_____________ 26 miles. What’s the
name of the city? Hint that was given
- started with a C.
•#2 As you turned off of 82 onto
27 north what was the name of the gas
station on the right? Hint that was given
- yellow and the name of an animal.
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is no website for ATW, tho’ we do sometimes post information on some of the
tandem newsgroup sites. We don’t know
where ATW2011 will be held, but there
will be one somewhere! If you live in
Alabama and would like to consider being a host, contact either this year’s host
or Jack Goertz for more information. You
can ﬁnd Steve’s e-mail address in the TCA
calendar section of the TCA website.

The chairs are looking settled in their new home with Steve
and Eva Bullard.

The other 21 questions were similar. Some of the answers were “You’ve
got to be kidding! We were supposed to
remember that?” Of course, one team
had to win – Steve & Eva Bullard from
Atlanta had the most correct answers, and
for their valiant efforts Steve & Wendy
presented them with a pair of Adirondack
Chairs, properly identiﬁed and branded
with the ATW tandem logos. (I told you
Steve & Wendy moved into the “Bonus”
category as hosts!)
Sunday is always a “downer” day, as
groups do a ride (this time in AL, so the
2010 ATW did SOME riding in our
great state), before returning to the hotel
to pack up and head back home. Several
teams made one more dinner stop as a
group, other teams headed on back home.
All in all, one great weekend, with
tandem teams from ﬁve states – AL, GA,
FL, TN, and SC -- in attendance.
If you’d like to attend ATW2011,
watch DoubleTalk for information. There
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TANDEM CALENDAR
May 13-16, 2010. Georgia Tandem Rally 2010.
There’s a waiting list for this one. Check out the
details at http://www.georgiatandemrally.com/
May 21-23, 2010. COWS (Couples On WheelS,
(WI)) Spring Rally. Middleton, WI. Bill Hauda
and Diane Lillis will be our host for the COWs
2010 Spring Rally in Middleton Wisconsin.
Middleton is a very pro-cycling city and the gateway to all the good bicycle routes north and west
of Madison. Friday will be a beer/ice cream ride
that will include the Capital Brewery (producer
of many ﬁne craft beers). Saturday’s rides will
explore the area north and west of Madison, using
some of the most popular Bombay Bicycle Club
ride routes. Included will be the prime bald eagle
watching area of Sauk City and Prairie du Sac
in the Wisconsin River valley. Pre-registration is
required. The host hotel is the Courtyard by Marriott – Madison West. For more info http://couplesonwheels.com or cows_secretary@sbcglobal.
net 262.251.1677 before 9 Central Time.
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May 21-23, 2010. AORTA – Appalacian OffRoad Tandem Adventure. Ashville, NC at Bent
Creek Trails. Off-road tandem rides and get-together. Alex Nutt 678.445.0711 http://mtbtandem.com/Events.htm
May 22-23, 2010. DATES (Dallas Area Tandem
EnthusiatS) Stoker Appreciation Ride. Dallas,
TX Area. This annual event is one we all look
forward to. Riding, friends, food and verse what
could be better. Tome & Brenda Shaddox http://
Doubledates.com
May 30- June 5, 2010. Trans-Sylvania MTB
Epic. Spring Mills, PA. 7 days of off-road riding.
The Epic is based at Seven Mountain Boy Scout
Campground, with tent camping and other lodging options available. Pre-registration is required.
If you participate please share your tale with
DoubleTalk. Ray Adams Director 315.569.8045
www.transSylvaniaEpic.com
June 4-7, 2010. Canadian Tandem Rally 2010.
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. Join us for two or
three days of great cycling in our nation’s capital,
Ottawa. Explore with us as we ride almost ﬂat
countryside to Carleton Place and picnic along
the Mississippi River. Ride with us as we explore
upscale Ottawa using some of it’s 170km of
pathways and parkways along the Ottawa River.
For the ﬁrst time we will take a detour and do
a loop through Québec. We will be hosted in
the award winning Holiday Inn Select hotel and
feasting at it’s own award winning Grafﬁti’s Italian
Eatery! David & Brenda Vandevelde http://www.
mbstandems.com/
June 4-6, 2010. Tennesse Tandem Rally 2010.
Nashville, TN. Tennesse Tandem rally moves
west. The company will be great, riding should
be fantastic. Make your reservations and make
your plans to come to Nashville. Embassy Suites
Nashville. Rally Pre-registration is required. Tom
Spear (615) 661-4254 Home
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(615) 414-4721 Cell http://www.thetandemlink.
com/TTR.html
June 11-13, 2010. Dirty DOGS (Doubles
Of Garden State) Allegrippis Trails Weekend at Lake Raystown. Join Team Breeze on
the Screamcycle to explore the new Allegrippis
Trails at an enjoyable pace and come camp with
us. If you don’t want to brave the big outdoors,
get yourself a cabin or motel and still be able to
enjoy the daytime camping experience. The trails
are easily accessible from our campsite. Larry &
Brenda Isherwood 973.584.3460 tmbreezeatoptonline.net http://www.d-o-g-s.org/
June 19, 2010. DOGS (Doubles of the Garden
State (NJ)) Summer Solstice Ride. Pittsgrove,
NJ. A basically ﬂat ride to celebrate the coming of
summer. Barbara Kornbluh tandemwiz@aol.com

TANDEM
CALENDAR

June 25 – 27, 2010. Saranac Lake Tandem Rally
(SLTR) 2010. Saranac Lake, NY. The hosts have
moved so the event has a new name – formerly
STTR there is now a new venue for this great
event. Pre-registration is required. Rich and
Lindsy Shapiro 518.891.1869 www.gtgtandems.
com/sltr
July 2-5, 2010. Northwest Tandem Rally 2010.
Medford, OR. Geographically, the Rogue Valley is
the drainage of the Rogue River and its tributary,
Bear Creek. The valley is bordered to the west by
the ancient Siskiyou Mountains and to the east by
the relatively young volcanic Cascade Range. The
Rogue Valley is also Tandem Country. NWTR
2010 will ride the ﬂat to gently rolling country
roads through pear orchards and vineyards, family
farms and horse ranches that connect the historic
small towns that dot the valley. Details as they
become available at http://www.nwtr.org/2010/
July 2-5, 2010. Eastern Tandem Rally 2010.
Saratoga Springs, NY. Saratoga Springs is a resort
community located 30 miles north of Albany
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in I-87. It is a wonderful area to bibyble with
rural roads, generally ﬂat to rolling through
small towns and farmland areas. Our rides will
take us along the edge of the Adirondack State
Park, past Saratoga Lake and to the Saratoga
Revolutionary War Battleﬁeld. Al & Sue Berzinis
teamberzinis@nycap.rr.com 518.439.4094 http://
www.easterntandemrally.org/
July 17, 2010. DOGS (Doubles of Garden
State) Garden Tour. A Friendly event Dave
Snope dsnope@comcast.net http://www.d-o-gs.org/

The TANDEM CLUB
OF AMERICA wants
to list your rides in the
TANDEM CALENDAR.
Rally and Ride
Organizers, please send
the information about
your tandem events to:
DoubleTalk Calendar,
Jack & Susan Goertz,
2220 Vanessa Dr,
Birmingham, AL 35242
e-mail: editor@tandemclub.
org
Please limit your TCA
Calendar listings to
TANDEM-speciﬁc
events, or tours/races
with TANDEM classes.
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August 6-8, 2010. MATES 2010. Warrenton, VA.
Warrenton, the county seat of Fauquier County,
is nestled in the heart of Virginia horse and wine
country between he foothills fot he Blue Ridge
Mountains and bustling Northern Virginia. We
think you will enjoy the rides that have been
planned for you, pedaling along quiet country
roads past beautiful horse farms, tranquil ﬁelds
and through many of the picturesque vaillages
sprinkled throughtout the county. Host Hotel
Holiday Inn Suites, Warrenton, VA Ross &
Donna Glasgow Bike4r2@comcast.net
August 6-8, 2010. PIGS (Paired Iowans Going
Somewhere) Rally 2010. Ankeny, IA. What a
great time is planned. Three days of rides, eating
and eating and eating. Many of us are camping
at Cherry Glen. Some will be at the Best Western
Metro North in Ankeny. 515.964.1717 ask for
the PIGS rally rate. Ernie and Pat Fisher. http://
home.mchsi.com/~pigstandem
August 7-14, 2010. International Tandem Rally
2010. Echternach, Luxembourg. The rally will
take place on a family run campsite about 1 k
from the center of town. Echternach is in an area
known as “Little Switzerland” because of its rock
formations, forests and streams. Across the border
in Germany is the Rhineland-Palatinate in the
Eifel region. The cyclisng is easy along the river

valleys but a little lumpy in between although in
a week’s cycling Janet and Tony Prichard only had
to walk one hill. Pre-registration is required. www.
tandem-club.org.uk/_2010-08.htm
Labor Day, 2010. MTR 2010 Shipshewana, IN.
Nice ﬂat terrain, quaint Amish locale. Hosted by
HOOTs (Hoosiers Out On Tandems), part of
CIBA (Central Indiana Bicycling Association).
More details at MTR 2009 in Rochester, MN and
DoubleTalk. www.mtr2010.org
Sep 9-12. 2010 Fall Allegany Rally for Tandems
(FART XVI). Off road MTB weekend at Allegany
State Park, Salamanca NY. Private rooms. All
meals on your own. Riding XC ski trails, horse
trails and dirt roads. Technically not difﬁcult, but
be prepared to climb. Register early-limited to
20 teams. For more info, contact Karen or Brian
Managan 49 Martinot Ave Rochester NY 14609
(585) 654-9624 or frosty_dog@mac.com. The
cost for the entire camp for the weekend is $750
divided by the number of teams, so the more
teams, the less it costs! Check out the F.A.R.T.
web page at http://homepage.mac.com/bmanagan/fart/
October 15-17, 2010. Southern Tandem Rally
2010. Florence, AL. Come roll with us in the
“Shoals”. Find your secret places, live high on
the hog, and make good memories. Snap your
ﬁngers to a little jive. Listen to the sounds of W.C.
Handy, Nat King Cole and more. The “Shoals”
is the hit recording capital of the world. Great
riding in the Tennessee River Valley and on the
Natchez Trace. Host hotel is the Mariott Shoals
256.246.3600 Registration will open in early
2010. Make your hotel reservations now. Contact
Jack or Susan Goertz STR2010@ TandemsLtd.
com www.southerntandemrally.com
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FOR SALE: 1965 Vintage Schwinn Paramount
Road Tandem. 52cm (sm) framesize. Lemon yellow color/all decals & lettering are original. TA
cranks (double) with 60x52t chainrings. Campagnolo hubs & front derailleur. Shimano rear
derailleur. 14/28 5s rear cassette. Mafac Cantilever brakes. Extra set of wheels w/Campy hubs.
$1800. Pictures are available. Contact Michael
Ackley @ 406-728-2178 (home) or 406-2417677 (cell). (MT) 05/10

CLASSIFIEDS

Classiﬁed advertising
rates available upon
request. Send a SASE
to the Editors.

Non-commercial
Classiﬁeds are free to
TCA Members. Please
include your member #
with your ad.

FOR SALE: Santana Team Al, purchased new
11/2004, Campy Centaur ergo shifters, Shimano
Ultegra front derailleur, FSA Cranks, Campy
Record rear derailleur with American Classic 10 speed steel Cassette, Campy Ergo brain
computer, Shimano Sweet 16 wheels. Shimano
Dura Ace front brakes and Avid Single Digit rear
brakes. Frame is burnished aluminum with clear
coat. Bike is currently set up for a 6’1” Captain
and 5’6” stoker (Santana size may be “Large”).
Have approximately 2,000 miles on it. Have
approximately $7,000 invested in it. Must sell
due to a medical problem. Asking $3500 OBO
wo/shipping. Contact Phil Mortello via e-mail,
expendableemail@cableone.net. (AZ) 05/10
FOR SALE: Seat posts 29.8 mm from Santana
tandems, shock posts, both offset & straight,
$40 to $65.00. Also many tubular alloy ﬁxed
posts, $7 to $15.00. Photographs available on
request. Contact Matthias or Carol Kurzrock,
MDKurzrock@Astound.net, or call 925-4654611. (CA) 05/10
FOR SALE: Seatpost: Get back for comfort;
Outrigger seat post, ﬁxed, 26.6 mm x 180 mm H
x 100 mm L c-c extension; up to 4” posterior setback extension, usually for stoker. Uses conventional clamp. Used on a ~1980s Santana tandem.
Steel. A bargain @ $20.00. Photographs available
on request. Contact Matthias or Carol Kurzrock,
MDKurzrock@Astound.net, or call 925-4654611. (CA) 05/10
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FOR SALE: Seatpost shims, sizers: Using this
device attains increased performance, easier
availablity, and reduced cost. Change from the
poor performance of 29.8 mm posts. These slit
aluminum sleeves reduce a 29.8 mm frame to
accept a standard 27.2 mm seat post. Get away
from the poor performance of Santana shock
posts, use the 27.2 mm for better performance,
ready availability and reduced cost. Three of these
aluminum sizers. $7/each. Photographs available
on request. Contact Matthias or Carol Kurzrock,
MDKurzrock@Astound.net, or call 925-4654611. (CA) 05/10
HELP OFFERED: Are you planning a cycling
trip to England or Europe? As Overseas Liaison
Ofﬁcers for the Tandem Club (of the UK) we
can help with advice on routes, accommodations,
bikes by rail, local bike clubs, etc. England is a
great place to cycle, and you are sure of a friendly
welcome. Chris & Jenny Davison, Pennyfarthings, 4 Badbury View, Wimborne Minster, Dorset, BH21 1DH, England, Phone 011 44 1202
884288 or e-mail to chris@pennyfarthings.com
HELP OFFERED: Touring Italy? - Need news or
tips about cycling in Italy? Contact Paolo Sanvito,
V. Europa 4, 20057 Vedano Al Lambro, Italy or
by e-mail: sanvito.paolo@libero.it
WANTED: Objective roadtests, with photos, of
tandems built by quality frame-builders. Send
articles, photos (prints only), etc. to Jack & Susan
Goertz, Editors of DoubleTalk. (or e-mail them to
editor@tandemclub.org)
WANTED: Volunteer artist(s) to prepare
sketches, cartoons, and illustrations to Jack &
Susan Goertz, 2220 Vanessa Drive Birmingham,
AL 35242-4430.
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TCA DEALER MEMBERS
Tandem Dealers
PRECISION TANDEMS – 30 Tandems, Triplets, Quads in stock from Burley, Co-Motion,
Longbikes, Meridian, Santana. Child Adaptor
Kits. On-line Parts & Accessory Catalogs &
Tandem Display. Check out www.PrecisionTandems.com. 913.962.8866 10am-9pm days. 03/10
(53745)

BECOME
A TCA
DEALER
MEMBER!

GEAR-TO-GO TANDEMS. NY & northern
PA’s largest Tandem Dealership located in Elmira
NY. Santana, Co-Motion, Calfee, Burley, Rans
in stock. Test rides by appointment. Elmira
(607)-732-4859; Rich@gtgtandems.com Check
our website: http://www.gtgtandems.com 05/10
(53741)
VILLAGE CYCLESPORT. Selling Santana, CoMotion, daVinci, Rans & Sun tandems. Testriders welcome. Trade-ins accepted. See us at www.
villagesyclesport.com or 45 Arlington Heights Rd,
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007. (847)-439-3340
11/10 (63908)
TANDEM CYCLE WORKS, Denver, CO.
Largest tandems-only shop in the U.S. Test rides
ANY TME, no appointment necessary. NUMBER ONE Co-Motion and Calfee dealer. Burley,
and Ellsworth, too. 1080 S. Gaylord St., Denver,
CO 80209. Phone: 303-715-9690. E-mail:
TandemDOC@TandemCycleWorks.com. Web:
www.TandemCycleWorks.com.. 11/10 (55256)
TANDEMS, LIMITED. Selling America’s ﬁnest
tandems, Bushnell, Cannondale, Co-Motion,
KHS, Rans, Santana, more. 2220 Vanessa Drive,
Birmingham, AL 35242-4430. (205)-991-5519
e-mail: tandems@mindspring.com or www.tandemsltd.com 01/11 (431)

tion, daVinci Designs, & KHS. Over 45 tandems
available for immediate delivery. 925-462-4272.
www.crank-2.com. 5480-9 Sunol Blvd. Pleasonton, CA 94566 01/11 (63968)
TANDEMS EAST. Free catalog Stocking CoMotion, Seven, daVinci, Calfee, Cannondale,
Hokitiki, Green Gear, KHS, Burley, Rans,
Kidz, Bushnell, Bilenky, Wheels, child conversions, parts, advice. www.tandemseast.com
tandemwiz@aol.com (856)-451-5104 (NJ)
02/11 (59214)
TANDEM MATCHMAKERS - Nearly 200 in
stock. Touring, Family, Track, Race, Recumbent,
Triplet, Portable, Quad. Rentals. Long rural tests.
Repairs, Modiﬁcations, reﬁnishing. Wheels,
Obscure Parts. worldwide shipping. Buy and
trade MT. AIRY BICYCLE. - www.bike123.com
- Orders: 888 MY TANDEM (MD) 01/13
(50987)

Other Dealer Members
ACORN INN Bed and Breakfast: Discover
Central Virginia’s rural beauty with tandem-riding hosts. Ten bedroom renovated stable; cottage.
Near Blue Ridge Parkway, historic Charlottesville.
Ideal for groups. Delicious breakfasts. (434)361-9357. http://www.acorninn.com 05/10
(59632)
BECOME A TCA DEALER MEMBER! A $45.00
membership gives you a one- year membership
in the Tandem Club of America, six issues of
DoubleTalk, and a 30-word classiﬁed ad in each issue
of DoubleTalk while you are a member. Ads are
pulled after the date shown in the ad. New ads with
$45/membership must be received by the editors by
the ﬁrst of the next month (i.e., ads with an 05/10 date
will not run in July-August issue if your renewal is not
received by June 1, 2010) to keep your advertisement
current. Send your ad and check (payable to TCA)
to Jack and Susan Goertz, Editors, DoubleTalk, 2220
Vanessa Dr, Birmingham, AL 35242-4430.

CRANK2 PERFORMANCE TANDEM BICYCLES. Test Ride Center for Santana, Co-Mo-
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TCA MEMBERSHIP
A P P L I C A T I O N / R E N E WA L
Dues
United States

$15.00/yr

Canada 20.00/yr
Other International

$25.00/yr

All dues are quoted (and must be paid) in US Dollars
2 and 3 year memberships are encouraged

Membership
Please ﬁll out the membership form below and mail
with a check made payable (in US funds) to:

Tandem Club of America
Duncan & Laura McCabe
2302 New Orleans PL
Wilminghton, NC 28403-0315

Please Print your name or Paste Your Label below. Make any necessary corrections.
Name(s):_____________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________
City, State, ZIP:________________________________________________________________
Phone (Including Area Code): ___________________________________________________
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________________
Tandem Make: ___________________________ Year: _______________________________
Color:____________________________ Style: _______________________________
DoubleTalk is now available on tape for those that are legally blind. Please check here if you prefer to receive
your copy on tape instead of the printed copy....__________
Amount enclosed: $___________ for (1) (2) or (3) Years

MAIL TO:
Tandem Club of America, 2302 New Orleans PL, Wilmington, NC 28403-0315
(Multiple-year memberships, 3 year maximum, are accepted at Dues Rate X Number of Years)
Is this a renewal? _____________ Have you made any necessary corrections? ______________

DoubleTalk is a publication of the Tandem Club of America

