
DOUBLETALK 

bullet in of  the 

VOLUME 3,  NO. A 
SEPTEMBER -  OCTOBER 

1979 

TANDEM CLUB OF AMERICA 

FR°" ™E STBy^Dwl'ght' KT tchens 

„ =r.rn« 5'.:;K3 

h Articles for one issue and a few left  over he Nov/Dec issue. 
feWed prond ses from three TCA members Membership has proved to be 

:3':̂ r̂  s ̂ =.̂ r 

In'wrftlng or on ^interest to^you. ^ for 

This month there are no swap to the membership. 
anH :_ the information and we 11 get it rhristmas -- it would make a nice 

56 We hope to get another issue out before C^tmJestlons, sale items, etc. 

y y -C i cnnn . 
v.1 IW r ' • 

all of you soon. 
A A * 

MARTHA'S VINEYARD ™y R |™ D L E  

Mobile, Alabama 

, think Bob's reactIon,-s one of - Id ^f^e' hid been planning It for 

a'couple oTrthTKi"? WXXZ* really felt I would go. 

1 were packed and ready to go by *y^ ''HT.1'" 
than planned, but there was P1en^Y ° f N w Bedford, Massachusetts, before 
nverC Rh^de Island, to the old seaport: ^ counted more than 60 cars 
the ferry departed J-or the I.Ian ^ g ^ sight and we felt fortunate w, 

^enviable choice of transportation. continued 



Martha 's  Vineyard (cont inued)  

the Seamen 1  ̂ Bethe 1 '  f  ™ ?  "°" ' d  '«• '  4  
a harbor  not  much d i f ferent  from the days of  the ?  ?P  °U t  b e f o r e  u s  wa? 
radt^V W°° d e n  m a S t S '  c a nvas,  and the sme i  1 of°o1t"hW h a I , n g  v e s s e ' 5  •  However ,  

^ r a~ s ' a n d  t h e  s t i n k  —'• c  :%rsri ;  

chairs , 'we ieUUd'ScfJo^nj ly  o"  hoeTand S" r p 'U S  t h e a t e r  

and J&r Jic 'yc ' fef  to* 
— t when one oh t he passengers  

to  get  aboard,  weHmanaged"to foota^if  ' e a W n g  t h e  f e r ry  and those wai t inc 

remembered as  being the best  deal  in  town lemonade s tand which Bob 

year  o ld^JOc a 'd '^k"st"^,^e JetJned to ' ih" 9  y°"  9 6 t  " h e n  y o u  s t oP at  a  s ix  

£@? F£ 
summer.  ^  b  a t  t h e  f a™ stays qui te  busy wi t l tcampet '"during ' J° ' ' n  

We set  up our  " tent  "  at  I.  

the rharb kor 9at  l l inlmisha^fo^ A t l a" t '*  ^n^^ifh^amp'est ib ' l i^ed W°° d e d , a r e a  

spicuous when most  o ther  res taurant  ° f  s c a I ,°P s -  ' t  was d i f f icul t ' t^ l  r°? e - t 0  

not  one of  them was carrying a  Bet  helmet  ? e a r , n 9  n o n" b»<*<=!ing a t t i re tnt  
an managed to  forget  about  our  pecul iar i ty^ f°° d  W 3 S  p , e n t  i fu1 and good 

-^^" ' th 'hinini^e 'pfng^bag.^ne^Tco'fd 9  b^ 'J* "m  h a  —* d  to  

road for^r t t t lT 0  "» F" h«" a" d  P-"-  S^^- ' t .SSS' lSjr to 'Th.  

?„v f r u s  

*  ̂ """arnrab^UT"-  ̂  a" d  1  

control  of  the t r icycle"^* l ie  wh'" 6  x° d e '  B° b  n o t e d  B i , l ' s  remarkabU 3" ' 1  S !°W e d  

"  5  ^ " h 'P P e d  3™" d  P«P'« a 'most  as  reckUssi^as  «did.  
cont inued 



Martha's Vineyard (cont inued) 

Upon reaching Oak Bluf fs  we toured the narrow bumpy s t reet  and marveled at  
what  once had been a church campground wi th i ts  support ing cot tages complete wi th 
g ingerbread wood work and thousands of  roses in  bloom. Oak Bluf fs  is  a lso a ferry 
stop,  so there were many b ike and moped renta ls  avai lable.  

On the f inal  leg of  our  c i rcumferent ia l  tour  of  the is land we stopped at  a 
lobster  hatchery and saw thousands of  baby lobsters being readied for  seeding in  
the New England waters.  As the ferry was not  due to arr ive for  a few minutes,  Bob 
and I  splurged and had a t ropical  del ight  at  Mad Martha 's Ice Cream Par lor .  

The r ide f rom New Bedford back to Tiver ton seemed much longer than I t  had 
the day before.  I t  was not  hard to s leep that  n ight  af ter  cover ing about  80 mi les 
on the t r ip .  

Bob has a l ready planned our  next  t r ip  dur ing LAW'S centennia l  get- together 
in  Newport ,  Rhode Is land*next  Memoria l  Day.  

k k k k k k k k k k 

SUGGESTED SUBJECTS FOR DOUBLETALK ARTICLES 

Tandem roof  racks for  compact  cars 
Bui ld ing a s idecar f rom new par ts 
Breaking in  a leather  saddle 
Avai labi l i ty  of  specia l ized par ts 
Tying and solder ing rear  wheels 
Gear contro ls  for  the stoker 
Why the stoker should/shouldn' t  have brake contro l  
Use of  650B r ims 
Use of  vary ing tooth chainr ings to change steerer  and stoker cadence 
Open or  c losed cable runs 
How to take h i l ls ;  spinning or  standing 
Design of  a smal l  wheeled t ra i ler  
Carry ing of  camping equipment 
Product  tests of  new products (especia l ly  in terested in  Hl-E monowheel  t ra i ler)  
Map at tachment for  s teerer 's  back 
Gear ing for  tandems 
Easy f reewheel  removal  
Easy f reewheel  removal  f rom Phi l  Wood hubs 
Use of  vary ing crank lengths 
Al l  rounder or  Randonneur bars for  the stoker? 
Rack preferences for  tour is ts  
Specia l ized tools for  the workshop 
Organiz ing a local  ra l ly  
Tour ing ar t ic les 

The above is  just  a s tar t  of  ideas for  ar t ic les which anyone wi th some exper ience 
and in format ion on the subjects could wr i te.  In order to insure the avai labi l i ty  
of  the bul le t in ,  we need your help.  Si t  down, jo t  down your thoughts,  pol ish 
them a l i t t le ,  and send them on.  You may not  get  a Nobel  for  l i terature,  but  at  
least  you might  s t i r  the hearts of  a fe l low tandem team. 

k k k k k k k k k k  



FORMAT FOR DOUBLETALK ARTICLES 

Any and a l l  l i terary ef for ts  ,  
be received g ladly.  However you w H^ T  ̂  a n y  f o r m a t  W ' *H 

fonnf  ;  ° r  6 V e n  c a s s e t te  recordinoc '  h a n d"wr i t ten manu-
l o n g e r  t o  p r e p a r e  y o u r  a r t i c l e  f f  m a y  t a k e  a  ' i t t l e  
be edi ted and publ ished eventual ly  S  n 0 t  t Y P e d '  b u t  f t  wi l l  

'V A A *  * A A A A 

A TOUR FOR NEXT YEAR. '  
bY Grant  Cot ter  

"av lng jus,  completed a ,3 2 9  C a" f° r n i a  

intrctSthI CaM?or„e|a'R^d,dPU9et S°"n*' °IWc%n";"St,"h'Ch 

next  summer? Af ter  an  ° °  S  ^ a r  a s  Garberv i l le  the  l n s u ' a »  Oregon Coast  an 
turn^there nexPLe" ^ to^r '  ^  " 
touring,  single or t andem i  •  .p e oP , e  and the scene™ ,£ l d e d  w e  would re 
sags,  mi leages averaging ^pe^ 'df  m? t e , s '  n o  camping carry vo"  " k e  b I c y c 1 (  

with us.  We wi l l  1e=.  J  y '  a  ' ° t  of  h i l l<? = nr i  carry your own gear r  
tour  then to7a 1 ga  ̂  , f™V a n ™v e r .  Br i t ish tofuSfa^?^ "  
Grant  Cot ter ,  709 Ave B H  ̂  , n t e rested send a $1 00 f  ?fX t  A u0u s t  and 

W Ave. B,  Redondo Beach,  CA 90277 or  rS?i  a"  d e t a N s  to :  
, W / /  o r  c a"  eve.  213-5^0-^,377 

" " • A A A  A 

TANDEM CRASH!.' • J 
By Rudy s  Kay Van Renterghem 

Tucson,  Ar izona 
Thursday,  Ju ly 26,  19 7 9 ,  6 ; 0 0  A  „  

Another n ice and 

pTus rmid-day'heat .°U r  ' ^ ly lo^ bTT 
taoie I00-degree-

We had decided to r ide  

s c e n f c  ^  ™  P t ' t o ' Z  " "  

P'-s of  employment In  Tucson? -«  t^a^os 'h^d^uth '  ST" 

7:15A.M.,  one-and-a-hal f  m i ,e s  f rom home: 

T ' " "  ' " t e n d e d  ' e f t  P «sr 
">g away.  1  o f  the in tersect ion,  the le f t  turnd?nd"A  ^ °h e V y  

ere turn indicator  b l ink-

We are a lmost  in  f ron t -  n f  «. l .  
•  car now. T h e  d r i v e r  ^  ̂ ̂  

cont ? nued 



Tandem Crash (continued) 

from lef t  to r ight  checking for  t raff ic .  

Somehow ^  
his lef t  turn!  

Impact  between cat  and tandem >s 
the tandem toward the r ight  and a t jenjP 1  f t  t  n  Both captain and 

Si-sr 11 s 5 i* - -

With a s ickening thud the cat  hi ts  the bike and in turn both r iders  

hi t  the blacktop.  .  
Looking back we can . t i l .  see i t  happening,  as  i f  in a slow motion replay.  

The main impact  is  just  behind ^  lef Jam fsVt! H extended 
s toker 's  handlebar crumples .  .  • luc Y s toker at tempts to keep the 

- -&• -  -  -  — i n  
her val iant  effort .  

i  A.u  uff  rpar  lateral  sustains damage,  
The back wheel  and <="Her crump «,  the ^  ̂  a v o ] ( J  b e i n g  

and somehow the s toker 's  lef t  leg is  in j  
crushed between the car  and the b.ke frame.  ;  rublieu UCtnwvu 

,3  the tandem goes down the lef t  s idePeX'chai  n-

rings" ede^aU1 ea"s!  toec 1 i  p t!  rear  s t /m and other  assorted components a l l  sustain 

damage.  .  .  
The impact  throws the stoker backward of!-  the saddle^nd 

Fortunately 'her  ^ l^b^  ̂he" shock to the head,  preventing a possible 

concuss ion.  .  • n n  

Simultaneously ,  t h J ^ a ^,J , ^ e S r o n r to lbsorb 'the shock^f' the  fa l l ,  
enough momentum, i s  unable  to  f l ip  ana ro  

r  fko rrash and the  tandem captain's  ye l l ing 

a t  ^-aSlrir iSt  E s t^i^Uss on the road.  

The captain hobbles up to the stoker and helIps her  "[andem from 

and'starts%aking%ccount 3%«L team's physical  damages.  

Within minutes,  a  thoughtful  passing motorist  volunteers  to cal l  an ambulance 

and the police.  
Paramedics,  police,  and an ambulance arr ive in quick succession.  A per  orm 

their  jobs with great  professionalism. 

The red Chevy driver  admits  »  

1 ef^handt^Ixperfs*check9for"broken bo'nes and ascertain we should be checked 
__ x-rayed just  to make sure.  continued 



T a n d e m  C r a s h  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

T h e  p o l i c e  f i n d  n o  r e a l  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  c a r  a n d  w h e n  t h e y  l o o k  o v e r  o u r  n o w  
s a d l y  c r u m p l e d  t a n d e m ,  f i n d  i t  i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  d a m a g e  c o u l d  r u n  i n t o  t h e  h u n d r e d s  
o f  d o l l a r s  t o  r e p a i r  ' j u s t  a  b i c y c l e . '  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  d o  t h e i r  d u t y ,  a n d  d o  i t  w e l l ,  
a n d  t a k e  d o w n  o u r  s t a t e m e n t s .  

A f t e r  a  v e r y  b u m p y  a m b u l a n c e  r i d e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  h o s p i t a l ,  m o r e  q u e s t i o n s  h a v e  
t o  b e  a n s w e r e d .  O u r  b r u i s e s  a n d  a c h e s  a n d  p a i n s  a r e  a l l  d u t i f u l l y  l i s t e d ;  x - r a y s  
d e t e r m i n e  n o  b r o k e n  b o n e s ;  f i r s t  a i d  a n d  b a n d a g e s  a r e  i n  o r d e r  a n d  w e  a r e  s e n t  h o m e  
w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  f r o m  t h e  g o o d  d o c t o r  t o  t a k e  t h r e e  d a y s  o f f  f r o m  w o r k  t o  r e c u p e r a t e  
a n d  t o  t a k e  p r e s c r i b e d  p a i n  p i l l s  t o  e a s e  o u r  s u f f e r i n g .  

T h u s  e n d e d  t h e  m o r n i n g  t h a t  h a d  s t a r t e d  o u t  p e a c e f u l l y  a n d  a l m o s t  l a n d e d  o u r  
n a m e s  i n  t h e  o b i t u a r y  c o l u m n .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y s  w e r e  s p e n t  n u r s i n g  o u r  w o u n d s ,  r e h a s h i n g  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h a t  
f a t e f u l  d a y ,  m a k i n g  n u m e r o u s  c a l l s  i n  r e g a r d s  t o  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r a g e  a n d  m a k i n g  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  g e t  o u r  t a n d e m  p u t  b a c k  i n  r i d i n g  c o n d i t i o n .  

S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  1 9 7 9 :  

F i n a l l y ,  o u r  t a n d e m  i s  r e a d y !  A n d y  G i l m o u r ,  a  T u c s o n  c u s t o m  f r a m e  b u i l d e r  
a n d  f e l l o w  t a n d e m  e n t h u s i a s t ,  d i d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  j o b  o n  g e t t i n g  o u r  t w i c e r  b a c k  i n  
s h a p e .  

T l ? e  u j > u a l  R e l a y s  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  c o m p o n e n t s  a r e  s o o n  f o r g o t t e n  a n d  w e  a r e  g l a d  
t o  b e  i n  t h e  s a d d l e  a g a i n .  

O u r  l i t t l e  r u n - i n  w i t h  t h a t  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  c o s t  t h e  d r i v e r ' s  i n s u r a n c e  $ 1 6 1 6  —  
w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  g l a d  t o  p a y  s i n c e  t h e i r  c l i e n t  w a s  t h e  o n e  w h o  r e c e i v e d  a  c i t a t i o n  
f r o m  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  y i e l d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  w a y .  

T h e  c o s t  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t  w a s  a  f o l l o w s :  

M e d i c a l  ( a m b u l a n c e ,  e m e r g e n c y  r o o m ,  x - r a y s ,  c h i r o p r a c t o r ) :  $ 6 * t 0  

T a n d e m :  f r a m e  r e p a i r ,  n e w  c o m p o n e n t s ,  p a i n t  j o b :  $ 6 9 1  

L o s s  o f  w a g e s :  $ 2 1 0  

M i  s e e l  1 a n e o u s :  $ 7 5  

I n  r e t r o s p e c t  w e  w e r e  l u c k y  .  .  .  v e r y  l u c k y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  d r i v e r  w a s  i n  t h e  
w r o n g  a n d  w e  t a n d e m e r s  w e r e  l e g a l l y  r i g h t ,  w e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  d e a d  r i g h t .  

W e ' r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  p u t t i n g  o n  m a n y  m o r e  m i l e s  t o g e t h e r  o n  o u r  q o o d - a s -
n e w  t a n d e m .  s  

A  4 * 4 *  A  A  A  A  A  

A N  I N T E R E S T I N G  L E G A L  Q U E S T I O N  
b y  P a u l  H i l l  

O m a h a ,  N e b r a s k a  

T h e  M i c h i g a n  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  r e c e n t l y  d e c i d e d  a  n o v e l  q u e s t i o n *  i s  t h e  
n e g l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  f r o n t  r i d e r  i m p u t e d  t o  t h e  s t o k e r ?  A r e  t h e  t w o  e n g a q e d  i n  a  
j o i n t  e n t e r p r i s e ?  

c o n t i n u e d  



/ 
/ \ n  I n t e r e s t i n g  L e g a l  Q u e s t i o n  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

T h e  a r o s e  I n  1 9 7 2 .  L e s t e r  £  W a n d a  M a s s e y ,  h u s b a n d  a n d  w i f e ,  b o u g h t  a  

e c t t o n ' w h .  ^PTfP 
, y  S e t  ? U t . r i d , n g  a g a i n s t  t r a f f i C -  T h e 7  a P P - " o a c h e d  a n  i n t e r ­

s e c t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  d e f e n d a n t ,  S c r i p t e r ,  i n  a  p i c k u p ,  w a s  s t o p p e d  a t  a  s t o p  s i g n .  
S c r i p t e r  s t a r t e d  u p  t o  m a k e  a  r i g h t  t u r n  a n d  d i d  n o t  l o o k  t h e  " w r o n g "  w a y ,  a n d  
s t r u c k  t h e  t a n d e m  a t  s l o w  s p e e d .  B o t h  r i d e r s  a l l e g e d  i n j u r y ,  a n d  s u e d  S c r i p t e r .  
T h e  j u r y  f o u n d  n o  c a u s e  o f  a c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  M a s s e y s  a p p e a l e d .  T h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  
f o u n d  t h a t  b o t h  r i d e r s  c o u l d  e x e r t  p o w e r  a n d  b o t h  c o u l d  b r a k e ,  w h i l e  o n l y  t h e  
11°̂  r'?\r  ̂ St6?r- The COUrt Stated: "Both Mr- and Mrs- Massey acknowledged 
t h a t  e a c h  h a d  a n  e q u a l  v o i c e  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  g e n e r a l  a g r e e ­
m e n t  a s  t o  h o w  i t  w a s  t o  b e  u s e d .  W e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  h o l d  t h a t  t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t  d i d  
n o t  e r r  i n  i n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  j u r y  t h a t  t h e  o p e r a t o r s  a n d  r i d e r s  o f  a  t a n d e m  b i c y c l e  
w e r e  e n g a g e d  i n  a  j o i n t  e n t e r p r i s e . "  T h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  i s  t o  i m p u t e  a n y  n e g l i ­
g e n c e  o f  t h e  d r i v e r  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  r i d e r .  

T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  d i d  n o t  a g r e e ,  r e v e r s e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  a n d  o r d e r e d  a  n e w  
t r i a l .  T h e  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  h a d  r e l i e d  a s  p r e c e d e n t  o n  a  c a s e  i n v o l v i n g  t w o  
p e o p l e  o n  a  m o t o r  s c o o t e r ,  o n e  s t e e r i n g  a n d  o n e  b r a k i n g ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t  d i d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  c a s e s  s i m i l a r .  " A l t h o u g h  t h e  s e c o n d  p e r s o n  o n  a  t a n d e m  
c a n  p e d a l . . . t h e  s e c o n d  r i d e r  h a s  n o  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  s t e e r i n g  a n d  o n l y  l i m i t e d  
b r a k i n g  p o w e r . . . T h e  k e y  q u e s t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  M r s .  M a s s e y  h a d  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  
t h e  t a n d e m  t o  b e  n e g l i g e n t  i n  h e r  o w n  r i g h t ,  i s  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  f a c t  f o r  t h e  j u r y .  
A  j u r y  c o u l d  f i n d  t h a t  M r .  M a s s e y  w a s  c o n t r i b u t o r i  1  y  n e g l i g e n t ;  o r  t h a t  M r s .  M a s s e y  
w a s  c o n t r i b u t o r i  l y  n e g l i g e n t ,  o r  t h a t  b o t h  p l a i n t i f f s  w e r e  c o n t r i b u t o r i l y  n e g l i g e n t ,  
o r  t h a t  n e i t h e r  w a s .  U n d e r  t h e s e  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  f a c t s ,  t h e  t r i e r  o f  f a c t  ( j u r y )  
a t  t h e  n e w  t r i a l  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n e g l i g e n c e ,  i f  a n y ,  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s ,  
a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  t h e  n e g l i g e n c e  o f  o n e  r i d e r  i s  i m p u t e d  t o  t h e  
o t h e r ,  t h e r e b y  b a r r i n g  r e c o v e r y . "  

M o s t  o f  u s  w o u l d  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  m a d e  t h e  r i g h t  d e c i s i o n .  I  
a d m i r e  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  a n d  t h e i r  l a w y e r s  f o r  p u r s u i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h r o u g h  t w o  
a p p e a l s .  

R e f e r e n c e s :  M a s s e y  v .  S c r i p t e r ,  2 3 6  N . W .  2 d  1 4 2  ( 1 9 7 5 )  
M a s s e y  v .  S c r i p t e r .  2 5 8  N . W .  2 d  4 4  ( 1 9 7 7 )  

Von't be mgUg&nX by hiding against Ua^ic. We all hide. vzhiclu and mutt obey 
the law, to include, hiding with tha^ie. 

" T A N D E M S  B R E A K  S P O K E S "  
b y  C h a r l e s  E .  a n d  N o r m a  C .  C h a n d l e r  

C o c k e y s v i 1 l e ,  M a r y l a n d  

I  c a n ' t  s t a n d  t o  s e e  t h o s e  w o r d s  a n y m o r e !  I t ' s  n o t  t h e  t a n d e m  n o r  t h e  r i d e r s ;  
i t  s  n o t  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  b u m p  o r  r u t  y o u  h i t  e i t h e r .  I t  i s  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  u s e  e q u i p ­
m e n t  o n  a  t a n d e m  t h a t  i s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  s i n g l e s  t h a t  c a u s e s  t h a t  h a c k n e y e d  p h r a s e  t o  
s u r f a c e  i n  m o s t  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t a n d e m s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t o  m e  t h a t  o u r  
q u e s t  f o r  u l t r a - l i g h t  e q u i p m e n t  h a s  l e f t  u s  w i t h  a  v o i d  i n  o u r  c o m m o n  s e n s e .  L e t  
m e  s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  w h e e l  d e s i g n .  

A s  a  t e a m ,  m y  w i f e  a n d  I  a r e  s t i l l  l e a r n i n g  t o  r i d e  t h e  t a n d e m  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  
t a k e  t o  t h e  b u m p y  b a c k r o a d s  m o r e  t h a n  w e  w o u l d  l i k e .  I ' m  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i f  o u r  s o l u ­
t i o n  w o r k s  f o r  u s ,  i t  w i l l  w o r k  f o r  y o u  a n d  w e  c a n  s t r i k e  t h a t  p h r a s e  " t a n d e m s  b r e a k  
s p o k e s "  f r o m  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  

c o n t i n u e d  



"Tandems Break Spokes" (  
p o k es  (cont inued)  

Our G i  tane tand 

S h l i i ' ? 1 d e a l  w i t h  a  

Previous I y  *?£" '  fU* f  r "  """  

-  > r r ,  , r  B- c t to k  

A*?t.r.x6S? roye 
—'ov.  of J o p p a  „ d  h  

»  u s . t o  • * -  -  -  - t e  5 S & *  - ?  
the f ront  and I?  n u t ted spokes with a  r  

3X aon the 'Vront^and ^"«»»•  «• 
aspect  s n y ;  ° r  s t r e n9th and we haven"t  "^Ze^ngu'^  pf£f« '  ^ iT" 

„., . ********** 
td^to^al Comment: ub 

COMMENTS/REPLY TO "OUR FIRST 7" 0 <  "  " i u e  < M  z  ™ 

y P h"  F»-r .  Do^eTa^, .  3 ( N o .  3  
B y  D a v i d  S t r i p  

I  a m  surprised that  a  u:  , b u t? uerqu e >  New Mexico 

Chlpion6 r'S"""!: °-a&n°t^shdar?-t,re WBeei . . 
h a d  Plenty of  " a f ' o n ,  mounted with 3  !n" c e d  w , ' t h  the  s tandard r ' '  y e s '  b u t  

which were tha k w h e n  the  bead 1  a  c h w ' n n  Super  Record ?? c o r d  hub/Super  
mile  poin!  w b y"P r o d"ct  of  severs?  d e s t r°yed by m  ,  n° r d  ' , r e"  T h a  t i re  ~ sisH•; 
spokes are  Just 'no? ° t h e r  h a n d> I be)  fa!  °V e r  ' ' °°°  mi l e s  * p e c i a I |zed 
mi Jes  or  co ?  e n°ugh for  a  tanH bel ieve you wil l  q e t  nr .  s  t f r es  are  
week per iod '  ?? d -  t h a n  o n e  year  Star t  ? n ' 9 , ' n a I  r e a r  whee t h a t  3 6  

300 pounds a l l  u '" 9  m°\ t , y  o n  Sundays 1  " 9  ' a S t  M a r c b  we broke 8  !  l  ° n l y  2 ' 0 0 0  

Placed the !h<L?P ' .S°  t h e  s h o r t  wheef ' l i f !  3 r e  f  r e , a t ively , , • !£? ?  s p o k es  In a  s ix-
no Problems i?  W ' t h  a  P h  1 1  ^ spoke/s ,  ' ?  a"  t h e  ^r e  S U  D  •  3 m '  a t  JU s t  over  
which !?  „ °V e r  2 ' °00 miles  !  7  p e r  Champion Ik"  cJk P  l n 9 ,  W e  b av e  re?  
a"y mi t o k  W i t h  3  ^OOO-foot  cn 'b^ 9  t h e  S a n d f a  CresT^ , 0 n» 3 n d  h a v e  b a d  

m o u n t s  h a v e  p h f i« "ef!" s^ d i t :^? y a  

'  3 n d  r e a r  a s  standard "terns  J  n e w  P a r a"  ( j ,  /  
cont inued 



Comments/Rep ly  (continued) 

L e s s o n  n.  -  argument  here  e*cept  maybe to  ask  Why C 

pu l l  b rakes,  as  fa r  as  I ' ve  been ab le  to  t  ,  ^  ̂  ̂  a „ y  p r o b, e „ s  wi th  
min imum,  cant i lever  brakes are  a  necess ty  ^  p a d s  d o  t e nd to  g laze.  R id ing  

make a  pan ic  s top .  s idewalk ,  

P- tude to  Usson « .  M .X  ̂s'e ' tan-

way 3 to  a l ienate  ^em |han to  r ide  oin  the  s .dewa^ i h rcar -worsh ipp ing cuUure^reva-

- « SS; "en ^ 

and make the  cars  pass  1  l W u J  R i d i n g c lose to  the  curb  
g&>£ion may be <tcttgaL 

to  d isas ter .  cnaaest  to  someone 
r . i . r i c  c l o s i n g  c o m m e n t s ,  I  w o u l d  g g  w h i l e  

them,  and cer ta in ly  consu l t  

pa in t . "  
* * * * * * * * * *  

COMMENT ON ERONT OK.VMNnCHW.CAL CORNER 

fo r  f ron t  d r ive  on a  tandem.  

The » %sz-«J<-
t r ' P l  g e a r s '  "a l though I ' ra re ly^se ihe  e ^ t r e m e  C ^ b ^ f h '  °uad cha l  n r  1 ngs 'and f fWe-
teen gears ,  a  9  f r i e nd 's  tandem se t  up w i t  q  g r s  w e r e  r e a c h .  
reason to .  T o d a ^ n r w i t h  c h a i n r ings  rang ing f rom ^ " "o lspeed tandem,  I ' ve  

| S* strive 

t ra in .  
* * * * * 

?ka  ̂«*** ̂  
THOUGHTS ON TANDEMS 

by  Grant  Cot te r  
Redondo Beach,  Ca l i fo rn ia  

t °* ls  1-  exper iment  and be your  own judge.  cont inued 



Thoughts On Tandems (cont inued) 

em. 

2 .  Disadvantages of  Front  Dr ives? None'  

a .  Have had oar  Taylor  set  op th is  way over 3 years.  Perfect .  

^ te ly" '  -  MO^MeTand5  co^go lon^^ ^ -H™ 

c-  Phi !  bot tom brackets are per fect ;  ax le lenpth is  no probl  

rear? cheapes/and'  bes^ava i  lab  ̂ < f m a n°  T f t , e f s t  Front ;  VT6 Luxe in  the 

e.  Have never touched stoker 's  crank arm. so I t  mast  be set  ap proper iy  

cod ^ ^ P h i ]  

the f ront  wheel  makes them prone to "potato chto"  at  t h a t  t h e  d i s h i"9 ° f  
have had , t  happen 5 t imes and have decided to Si  J  **7 , n o p p o r t u n e  t imes.  We 
best  s tep would be a 120 MM f ront  fork <;n = a -  ?P  r o n t  d ' scs for  now. The 
Ray s Bike Shop in  Torrance Cal i forn ia h L d  b e  u s e d  without  d ishinq 
wi th such a fork avai lable ' ' *  H°P e S  t 0  b e  s e , , f n9 ^oon a Gemini  Tandem 

*  * * A A *  ... .a 

QUESTION ME AN ANSWER.1  

and answer column'and i  S^ncw^pen " fo^bus iness .'  ^e  p°!"n t e e r e d  t 0  » r i te  a quest ion 

PARTS PROBLEMS? 

jo t  the Edi tor  a le t ter  wUh^comp^ete d^ f 'n d '  'n  t h e  T C A  Bul let in? Just  
ment ion i t  in the Bul let in  EventSl t  v  !S C n p ; '0 ;  °  W h a t  i s  and we'U 
sources for  many par ts  w h i c h  i  6  able to suggest  S D e c l f f r  
house for  a l ,  of  you wh^eed (um^'rT ' r e d '  A t  '«•» ™ «n totc iear  i  no-
tandems, Haxicar  hubs,  Excel to hubs,  e tc.  outs ize headset  o f  Jack Taylor 's  

* * * * * * * * * £  

Continuing thz vzln Uanttd In VoublzTalk Vol 1 Kin z i 
tna.nApondu.ng a tandzm a.cn.044> the Pond. " ' ' ' zfie- 4 ^notkeA. approach. 

IRELAND ON A TANDEM 
by Randy Swart  

Ar l ington,  Vi rg in ia 

We learned^ Tot ^  ̂t i^  "  -  tandem. 

Eastern AFrUnesT Thfbox^as^einforced on' th^b6  ^ °b t a l n e d  ^forehand from 
at  each end and a 2x2 wood s t r ip  down the middl 'e  Th™ W ' t h  •  S q U a r e  ° f  p ,yw o o d  

s m a l l  w h e e l s  w e r e  s c r e w e d  t o  t h e  p l y w o o d  t h r o u a h  t h *  V  , " ? s i d e  t h e  b o x >  w h i l e  
toned.  One addi t ional  s t I f fener was added at each end from3to^to^bot torn.^  

cont inued 



I re land On A Tandem (cont inued)  

We a lso re in forced the hand ho lds and taped corners and seams.  The ob ject ive was 
to  add some s t rength wi thout  adding too much weight ,  and to  keep the re in forc ing 
ins ide so that  baggage handlers  would not  rea l ize the box had been beefed up.  The 
tandem went  ins ide,  a f ter  removing wheels ,  fenders & racks,  cranks and f ront  handle­
bars .  We lowered t i re  pressure for  the f l ight  to  about  AO pounds.  Assembly  and 
d isassembly  took about  one hour  on each end.  

We f lew on Nat ional  A i r l ines to  New York to  connect  w i th  our  char ter  f l ight ,  
pay ing $12 ext ra  for  the b ike.  The box ar r ived in  New York through the regular  
baggage chute (ouch) .  The box was c r ink led here and there,  and the qu ick re lease 
(QR) skewers had punched through the s ide.  The on ly  damage was one bent  QR skewer ,  
which I  qu ick ly  s t ra ig tened,  removing both skewers for  the cont inuat ion o f  the t r ip .  
The Pam Am char ter  f l ight  to  Shannon added some more cr ink les to  the cardboard,  but  
no damage to  the contents ,  and we happi ly  cyc led o f f  f rom the a i rpor t  to  our  f i rs t  
lodging nearby.  We had le f t  the b ike box in  one corner  o f  the a i rpor t  which was 
supposed to  be for  such th ings,  wi th  a p la in t ive note te l l ing potent ia l  molesters  
that  the box was spec ia l ly  f i t ted out  for  our  tandem and was the on ly  box we could 
use to  get  the b ike back home in  one p iece.  Shannon has no check ing fac i l i t ies  
for  boxes or  for  su i tcases,  so we took the one su i tcase we had brought  for  the p lane 
t r ip  to  our  nearby Bed and Breakfast ,  where the host  g lad ly  agreed to  keep i t  unt i l  
our  re turn.  

I re land is  a great  p lace to  cyc le .  We found the roads good,  t ra f f ic  l ight ,  
grades gent le ,  and motor is ts  unbel ievably  caut ious about  pass ing.  Our  on ly  c lose 
ca l l  was w i th  a car  which carr ied a round GB s t icker- -a  Br i t ish tour is t l  I r ish 
dogs watched us go by l ike c iv i l ized beasts  wi thout  even a bark  in  most  cases,  
another  phenomenon we found hard to  ad just  to .  Winds can be f ierce and i t  genera l ly  
ra ins a t  least  some every day,  but  we found our  new Gore- tex jackets  ideal  for  the 
c l imate,  and used t ra ins to  avoid up-wind pu l ls .  The t ra ins are great - -you just  
ro l l  your  b ike on the baggage car  and take a seat  unt i l  reaching your  dest inat ion,  
where you ro l l  i t  o f f  again.  Tra in  coverage leaves someth ing to  be des i red,  how­
ever ,  and I r ish busses w i l l  not  take b icyc les.  In  a l l ,  we had a good t r ip .  

On re turn ing to  Shannon we found that  some accursed person had taken our  box!  
I ,  in  turn,  took someone e lse 's  box,  and even found a b i t  o f  brac ing ra t t l ing around 
on the bot tom of  the p i le .  We put  every th ing poss ib le  in  the su i tcase,  inc lud ing 
the cranks,  f ront  fender  S rack,  rear  bars ,  f ront  seat ,  lock and too ls .  Th is  made 
the b ike much l ighter ,  s ince we then had on ly  the s t r ipped f rame and the two wheels  
in  the box,  and actua l ly  worked out  qu i te  wel l .  I  could eas i ly  carry  the box,  so 
ro l lers  were not  rea l ly  needed,  and the on ly  rea l  1 y  f rag i  1 e  i terns ins ide were the 
rear  fender  & rack un i t ,  and the wheels .  We nursed th is  "new formula"  box through 
a Boston s top and Customs,  a  New York connect ion,  and a bus/ tax i  r ide home.  We 
ar r ived home wi th  no damage,  and dec ided the su i tcase/ l ight  box combinat ion was 
probably  bet ter  that  the or ig ina l  heavy box wi th  ro l lers .  

We got  home w i th  no v is ib le  damage,  so both methods o f  pack ing seemed to  be 
successfu l .  But  we agreed we would have to  th ink again about  tak ing the twicer  
on another  p lane.  Watch ing the baggage manglers  in  New York,  Boston and even 
I re land we were not  surpr ised about  repor ts  o f  damage we had heard f rom other  
cyc l is ts  (most ly  wheels  or  racks) .  We were very  lucky not  to  t rave l  in  ra in ,  s ince 
much a i rpor t  baggage handl ing is  done outdoors,  and our  f l imsy cardboard box would 
have d is in tegrated.  I f  we do take the tandem a i rborne again,  we w i l l  cer ta in ly  
make sure that  the f l ight  is  a d i rect  non-stop,  which w i l l  cut  down cons iderably  
on both the oppor tun i t ies  for  damage,  and the wear  and tear  on the box and our  
nerves.  

cont inued 



Ireland On a Tandem (continued) 

Anyone who would like a copy of our 

addressed stamped envelope to the fo g recommend a couple of good Bed 

and^Breakfasts, ' nclud^ng Z fhtb-in owned hy a former tandem racer. 
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WHEEL SPECIALIST provides high performance, lasting 
trueness, and dependability. Tubulars or light alloy 
clinchers are carefully designed to suit individual 
objectives. Structural improvement innovations. 
Super-strong types GUARANTEED AGAINST SPOKE BREAKAGE! 

Extensive stock of the best spokes. Precise lengths 
for specific hub and rim sets. Light alloy nipples. 
Loctiting. Super Champion rims, 24 to 48 spoke hole. 

QUALITY COMPONENTS, tires and tools, at reasonable 
prices. Campagnolo, Cinelli, Phil Wood, Regina, DT, 
Robergel, TTT. Quantity discounts. Phone or mail 
order. Sturdy shipping box for wheel or rims. For 
our detailed Price List, send 300 stamps or coin to 

CUSTOM SPECIALTIES 
11100 Pangborn Ave. 

Downey, CA 90241 (or phone 
Ray Blum at 213 923-4038) 

CUPERTINO BIKE SHOP, Spence Wolf prop., custom 
made tandems exclusively, T.A. drives, Super 
Champion h.p., & tubular rims in 48 spoking, 
Phil hubs, brakes, etc. Components. T.D., 
& Trois Etoiles spokes. Wheel building, 
Mail orders welcomed. Use your M/C or Visa 
cards. 2098 Sunset Drive, Pacific Grove, 
CA 93950. Ph: (408) 313 6003. Closed 
Sunday & Monday. 

Sugino 

• 
•I 

Sugino MT Triple 
_ _ , Tandem Crankset, ICHAIN5WHEEL cross°ver drive 

68mm spindle. Eng.,I Fr.,or Ital. 34-54T. $l3g_g5 

Campy Triple 
Tandem Crankset. 
w/ crossover drive 

36T bottom,$357.86 
TA Triple Tandem Crankset 
crossover drive, 165 or 

. 170mm crankarms. Any 
combo from 27 - 67, $140 

•

Pivo Tandem Rear Handlebar Stem 

/PL D $7'96' IJ nAyf Phil W°od Tandem Hub 

•
, up to 48H. 120,125, 

WO O d 130mm, $44.00 ea. 
Phil Wood Tandem Disc Brakes,$119 

ITandem Cables,derailleur or brake, 
110". $1.80 

Weinmann A-129 
Concave Clincher Rim, 
40 or 48H. Specify:27" 

for 700C Coo 7c nr 
for 28-32mm tires. "P^O./O pr. 

Super Champion Clincher 
Rims,40 or 48H. Specify: 

I 
I 
• [• 
I 
• 27" or 700C, $21.95 pr.l 

Pro Compe Tandem Freewheel, Eng., 
any combo 14 - 34T,$g.50 AiM/ EE 
Ultra 7 Freewheel, gives vou "* 
a choice of 21 gears. Eng., 
any combo 12 - 32T,<j;ig g5 

Cannondale Caboose Child 
Seat, fits bugger, 
$39.25 

Cannondale*— 
Bugger, $144.75 

| a choice of 21 gears. Eng., SBC 

Ianycombo12-32T,$i9 95 Jg 
Cannondale Caboose Child 

Jkfr Seat, fits bugger, 

mT if$39-25 
•i Bu93er, $144.75^vP'B8 

•
wm. sampson cycles 

Custom Tandem Frames,$599.00up^ 

• •

Ishiwata Tandem Tube Sets, most 
everything to build your own inch 
mixte type side bracing, eccentric BB, 
oval bottom tube, sloping tandem 

•
fork crown, tandem fork blades and 
Campy 1010 dropouts, $189 00 

| (Does not include brazing material) 

Write or Call Toll Free L 
1800 3212474 

Ohio call-(216)542 2892 
Minimum Order $5 Charges Estimated 

AMOUNT 

I O F  O R D E R  
$ 5 00 SI0.00 

10 01 15 00 
15 01 25 00 

I 25 01 50 00 
50 01 100 00 

OVER 100 00 

EAST WEST 
(Mm R ) 

95 135 
1 35 1 75 
1 85 2 25 
? 25 2 65 
2 75 3 15 
3 15 3 55 

FOR OVERSEAS SHIPMENTS: Please 
check with your postal authorities for 
shipping rates, then send in an 
overestimated amount r~i—T' ___ 

• warehouse • 
215 Main St., .Nm Middlvtown. Ohio 44442 


