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Editor's update 
I 'm trying a  different  approach in sol ici
t ing ar t icles for  the next  issue.  In the 
March editorial  I  used the dangling carrot  
approach to cull  a  number of s tories from 
our members.  The carrot  was a  cal l  to 
arms,  ' ' le t ' s  get  in there and wri te  for  a  
bet ter  newslet ter .  "  That  method --  as 
well  as  the direct-mail  request  - -  met 
with considerably less  success for  this  
most  recent  edit ion.  The problem stems 
from good weather.  Now that  i t ' s  here,  
most  folks would rather  r ide than wri te .  
Let 's  say that  the response for  this  pibl i-
cat ion was t imorous.  (In fact  downright  
thin.  If  i t  weren' t  for  ar t icles by cne of  
my best  fr iends and my wife - -  almost  
nothing.  ) 

Be ye warned that  the heavy st ick 
approach wil l  be used for  garnering print
able i tems for  the July edit ion.  I  have 
hired a certain out-of-work Republican 
vice president  who shall  remain nameless,  
but  who was part icularly known for  his  
abil i ty "to dance on the head of punks.  "  
I  told him, "Spiggy,  look for  these tandem-
ists  along the backroads of America.  Their  
bikes wil l  be parked outside ice cream 
parlors  and sub shops.  They wil l  be 
lounging in meadows and orchards.  You' l l  
f ind them in gas stat ions borrowing tools  
to f ix f lats  and broken spokes.  When you 
f ind them, use gentle  persuasion to con
vince them of the benefi ts  of  sending a 
"nice" art icle  for  the next  Doubletalk.  
Don' t  use violence.  If  you have to twist  
arms or  break f ingers,  make sure that  
i t ' s  not  on their  wri t ing hand.  "  

The Cover In One Day Americans spend 
about $55 million for auto repairs that are 
unnecessary, faulty, or fraudulent, according 
to the National Transportation Safety Board. 
That's enough to buy 500,000 bicycles (at 
$110 each) — more than enough bicycles per 
year for everyone old enough to ride a bike. 

The cover artist, and creator of In One Day, 
is Tom Parker. 

America, Out of Focus 

American 
Remember,  fr iends,  I  want  

ar t icles by July 1st .  Or else your name 
goes on the "other" l is t .  

mix 
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CHAPTER 24 

Mother Thought It Was Spring 
(But the weatherman 
said otherwise) 

Mother  and I  had been ta lking about  pre
paring ourselves  to  that  great  bicycl ing 
hol iday and decided to  t ry  an overnighter  
to  gain a  l i t t le  knowledge of  things to  take 
and things to  leave a t  home.  What  you 
real ly  need and what  you can do without  
and s t i l l  be  comfortable .  Figured that  
a  two day t r ip  to  New Hope,  Pa.  ,  would 
be a  good way to tes t  the waters .  Wea
ther  was a  big quest ion mark,  though.  
The forecast  on Thursday cal led for  
c lear ing on Saturday and fa i r  on Sunday.  
Said i t  would be windy and cold.  I  
thought  we could handle  whatever  wind 
and cold came up but  my inabi l i ty  to  
recal l  the agony of  pedal ing into the wind 
between Ocean City and Snow Hil l ,  Md.  ,  
was my downfal l .  

The cold didn ' t  bother  me.  Mother  
would have been alr ight  i f  she had chosen 
socks other  than a  pair  she bought  a t  a  
garage sale  in  Springdale ,  Conn.  ,  in  
1953.  We set  off  a t  9:00 a .m.  Saturday,  
and spent  the day on the road in  tempera
tures  that  got  into the high 30 's .  Had s t rong 
winds but  for  the most  par t  was sunny.  
Had a  nice low t raff ic  route  through 
Burnt  Mil ls ,  North Branch,  Reavi l le ,  
Ringoes,  and into Lambertvi l le .  Lots  of  
roly poly country,  bucol ic  scenes,  pas
toral  vi l lages .  Wind so s t rong we just  
couldn ' t  get  up speed even going downhil l  

Got  to  Lambertvi l le  around 2:30 
and decided to  s tay a t  the Lambertvi l le  
House.  Bui l t  in  1820.  Share the bath.  
All  the f loors  s lope,  but  the hospi ta l i ty  
was overwhelming.  Usual ly  when you 
mention put t ing a  bicycle  in  your  room, 
they react  l ike you asked to  have a  hog 
auct ion in  the lobby,  but  this  place said 

f ine and dandy.  We were t i red when we 
got  there  and glad to  have a  place to  
s tay without  having to  look around.  
Walked across  the br idge to  New Hope 
and vis i ted that  town.  I t  i s  the epi tome 
of  the touris ty  town.  Looked a t  two 
country inns there ,  and took in  the local  
gif t  shops and ar ts  and craf ts  places .  
Had a  nice dinner  a t  the L 'vi l le  Inn,  
and then to  bed,  hoping that  our  aches 
would be gone by morning.  Our las t  
mile  into town was a  downhil l  that  was 
too good to  be t rue,  and the thought  of  
revers ing that  the next  day was enough 
to  make a  s t rong man cry.  After  a  nice 
cont inental  breakfast ,  we took off  and 
f la t tened out  that  hi l l  with no t rouble .  

Found a  bet ter  route  home with less  
roly poly in  i t  and,  possible ,  a  l i t t le  
more bucol ic  and pastoral ,  and with 
a  lot  less  wind.  In  spi te  of  cr ies  
f rom the Captain ( this  i s  the only tandem 
where the Captain r ides  in  the s toker 's  
posi t ion)  to  "Press  On",  we had a  couple  
of  s tops,  a  banana break in  Neshanic  
Stat ion,  and a  nice lunch s top to  take on 
a  load of  carbos.  

Trying to  fol low the old admon
i t ion of  dr inking before  you get  thirs ty  
and a l l  that  jazz.  Got  home at  2:15,  
which was 5 hours  total  e lapsed t ime for  
50 miles  (more or  less) .  I  won' t  bore  
you with s ta t is t ics ,  but  we enjoyed i t .  
Now that  the Mercury s tage of  our  pro
gram is  over ,  wil l  t ry  to  go through the 
Gemini  and Apollo s tages  on to  Columbia.  
My comment  for  everyone is  this :  any 
recreat ion t ime not  spent  on a  tandem is  
just  so much wasted t ime.  

Please take note  of  Richmyer 's  
Law: "For  every uphi l l ,  there  is  a  down
hi l l .  For  every head wind,  there  is  a  
head wind.  "  

Name withheld by request  
f rom Why Dad's  Hair  Turned Gray 
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The View From The Back 
When we s tar ted tandeming,  I  was 
cr i t ic ized by my feminis t  f r iends as  
taking an infer ior  posi t ion by r iding 
s toker .  While  i t  i s  t rue that  you are  no 
longer  " in  command",  there  are  some 
decis ive ski l ls ,  posi t ive a t t r ibutes  and 
special  joys not  readi ly  apparent  to  the 
new tandemer.  

Herewith are  some observat ions for  
newcomers  and those pondering the leap.  
One discovery is  that  wind and dis tance 
wil l  no longer  unintent ional ly  interrupt  
a  conversat ion.  And for  that  mat ter ,  
your  companion can ' t  draw away on a  s teep 
hi l l  when overwhelmed with dialogue.  On 
a  tandem you always have someone to  
ta lk  to  because they are  just  6  inches away.  
Thus,  you have a  capt ive audience which 
you can keep at tent ive by pinching them 
whenever  they t ry  to  ignore you.  

Another  aspect  I  appreciated for  the 
f i rs t  t ime was being able  to  r ide no 
hands.  A s toker  wil l  a lso miss  no 
scenery;  you can look a t  everything 
while  ignoring imminent  bumps and pot
holes .  Another  plus  of  being a  s toker  is  
that  you are  never  cr i t ic ized for  your  
poor  shif t ing.  For  me i t  was especial ly  
exhi larat ing to  know that  I  didn ' t  have to  
master  a  twenty-speed.  Moreover ,  bugs 
and headwinds wil l  d isappear  when you 
have a  human screen,  so the natural  
e lements  are  rarely demoral iz ing.  

Before get t ing carr ied away with 
s tokering (perhaps l i teral ly) ,  le t  me 
add that  there  are  some drawbacks.  
When the bike goes too fas t ,  you have 
only one a l ternat ive - -  SCREAM'!  !  

Then grab the pi lot ' s  shorts  and threaten 
to  r ip  them off  i f  he  doesn ' t  s low down.  
Also,  an adventurous pi lot  may have the 
tendency to  zoom off  onto sandy or  gravel  
roads with no warning.  On one such 
occais ion,  I  found the bike and I  had 
t raded places  as  i t  t r ied to  r ide me.  
Let ' s  say that  i t  was no fun to  be on 
the bot tom with my foot  s t i l l  in  the toe 
c l ip  and point ing in  the opposi te-direc-
t ion f rom the res t  of  me.  Another  draw
back to  s toking is  that ,  unt i l  you learn 
to  s tand up on hi l ls ,  hi l ls  are  decidedly 
something to  avoid.  For  that  mat ter ,  
long hi l ls  are  always something to  avoid.  

Even on the best  of  b ikes ,  a  tandem 
stoker  wil l  not  f ind the l iving as  spbcious 
as  on a  s ingle .  In  learning to  r ide a  tan
dem, the s toker  wil l  l ikely feel  that  the 
bike is  fa l l ing off  the  s ide of  the road and 
so wil l  urge the pi lot  towards the center-
of  the  road.  This  intui t ive fear  general ly  
leaves af ter  two weeks,  or  e lse  the s toker  
wil l .  

Being a  s toker  can br ing great  joy 
(especial ly  for  those of  us  who are  
severely r ight-handed and just  manage 
to  hang onto a  s ingle 's  handlebars) .  
Now you can eat ,  dr ink,  and smack dogs 
with the glee of  a  new freedom. 

Dawn Wil loughby 
705 W. 27th Street  
Wilmington,  DE.  19802 

[ED. -  Thanks for  the ar t ic le  and sorry 
about  that  spi l l .  ]  

Joining The Mohawks 
The Mohawk Hudson Wheelman bicycle  
club,  of  which my wife  and I  are  members ,  
scheduled a  three-day September  tour  in  

* 
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the  N ew York Adirondack Park area using 
s ta te  publ ic  campgrounds.  

Since receiving our  Bil l  Boston custom 
tandem we had always wanted to  tour  carrying 
our  camping equipment .  I  had previously 
made a  l is t  of  the  gear  we would need and 
knew we would be carrying about  45-50 
pounds.  

The day of  the tour  we were up ear ly  
and cycled 6 miles  to  the s tar t ,  which 
was Bil l  Lewis '  Adirondack Bike Shop in  
Scot ia .  However ,  the weather  was so 
threatening that  we decided to  postpone 
unt i l  the fol lowing week.  Then,  the wea
ther  was qui te  pleasnat  when we set  out  
and everyone was glad to  have missed the 
ra iny and cold days,  which proved our  
forecast  correct .  

Scot ia  i s  about  30 miles  f rom the Adir
ondack park boundary and our  f i rs t  over
night  s top would be a t  the s ta te  campground 
at  Wells ,  56 miles  away.  At  this  t ime of  
the year ,  the campground was off ic ia l ly  
c losed but  the ranger  lef t  the faci l i t ies ,  
water  and res t  rooms,  avai lable  for  our  
use.  The Wells  campground was the 
f i rs t  of  many in  the park system to become 
avai lable  to  the publ ic .  

Of the seven bicycles  on this  tour ,  ours  
was the only tandem. We t raveled to  Wells  
by touring along the shorel ines  of  Great  
Scandaga Lake and then the Scandaga River .  
We had lunch near  a  s tore  in  the vi l lage 
of  Northvi l le .  Since we had only 8  in  the 
group,  we decided to  pool  our  funds and 
buy the food necessary for  our  evening 
meal ,  which we would enjoy family s tyle .  

We reached the campsi te  with plenty of  
dayl ight  lef t  and chose a  s i te  on the penin
sula  among the huge white  pines  where the 
Scandaga branches into the east  and west  
sect ions of  the  r iver .  

The next  day we headed for  Speculator ,  
15 miles  away and most ly  uphi l l ,  which 
is  a  popular  resor t .  The area is  wooded 
and fol lows the r iver ,  but  i s  f ree  of  s tores  
and bui ldings.  There we bought  suppl ies  
for  our  next  evening meal  s ince this  would 
be the las t  place where we would f ind a  
grocery s tore .  

Speculator  l ies  along the shorel ine of  
beaut i ful  Lake Pleasant ,  but  I  remember 
i t  as  the place where world champions 
Max Schmeling and Max Baer  t ra ined.  
As I  biked past  the cot tage where Schmeling 
t ra ined,  i t  brought  back memories  of  the 
t ime I  met  him while  vis i t ing in  this  area 
with my parents .  I  la ter  rooted against  
him and for  Joe Louis ,  but  that ' s  another  
s tory.  

Our next  dest inat ion was Caroga Lake,  
southwest  of  us  towards Piseco Lake.  The 
r iding consis ted of  mild hi l ls  and beaut i 
ful  scenery.  That  evening we had t rouble  
with raccoons t rying to  open our  packs.  
We shined our  f lashl ights  and rat t led pots  
and pans to  scare  them away.  What  we 
accomplished was s taying awake al l  night .  
That  is  except  for  one biker ,  who la ter  
said that  he  didn ' t  hear  a  thing.  

A twelve mile  downhil l  was a l l  that  
separated us  next  morning from Glovers-
vi l le  (known oddly enough for  i ts  glove-
making industry) .  The tandem lef t  the 
s ingles  so fast ,  they looked l ike specks 
in  the rear  view mirror .  I t  sor t  of  made 
up for  the t imes we were passed on the 
upgrades.  

We regrouped in  Gloversvi l le  for  the 
las t  leg back to  Scot ia ,  which was most ly  
downhil l .  In  a l l ,  we covered about  165 ^ 
mi les  with very l i t t le  t raff ic .  The tandem s  

15 speeds with a  low gear  of  24.  5  was ade
quate  to  navigate  any of  the Adirondack hi l  s  

we encountered.  We found that  having p& n  
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niers  f ront  and rear  dis t r ibuted the weight  
evenly enough that  handl ing was s table .  
We also had a  Phi l  Wood disc  brake and 
found that  three brakes were necessary 
when carrying that  much gear .  

Unti l  recent  years ,  this  vast  expanse 
of  park was not  a  popular  biking area.  I  
suspect  that  bicycl is ts  erroneously con
sidered i t  too mountainous.  This  is  a  
misconcept ion.  Although the area has  
many mountains ,  the paved roads fol low 
s t ream beds and val leys .  The State 's  
Off ice  of  Parks  and Recreat ion has  pre
pared a  package of  booklets  and maps to 
encourage touris ts .  The $4 package in
cludes a  182-page guidebook and a  19"x 
25" water-resis tant  map that  color  
codes the diff icul ty  of  the terrain.  

We consider  this  a  great  area for  
bicycl is ts ,  which others  are  beginning 
to  discover .  A group schedules  tours  
and you can also combine a  tour  here  
with one of  the  other  s ide of  Lake Cham-
plain which would include Vermont .  

Hope to  see you in  the Adirondacks !  
Judd & Marjor ie  Bryce 
871 Hazelwood Ave.  
Schenectady,  N.Y.  12306 

For  the information packet  wri te .  
Biking,  State  Parks  and Recreat ion 
Albany,  New York 12238 

.. . On Tandems 
by Michael  Gambling 
"Cycl ing "  Magazine,  England 

TANDEMS are  back!  Every year  some
one makes this  s ta tement  and I  wanted 
to  be ear ly  on the c l iche t ra i l .  Of course 
they never  lost  popular i ty ,  for  who does 
. . .  .  _  r  .  T  n' t  wish to  be the owner  of  a  tandem? I t  

i s  t rue the long machines  are  not  so num
erous as  in  the past  but  they s t i l l  have 
their  devotees  and there  are  a  mult i tude 
of  cycl is ts  with the desire  for  one,  i f  not  
the cash.  

Recent ly ,  a  roving band of  tandemists  
f rom London,  led by Graham Adams,  
came to Norwich hostel  and had many 
s t i r r ing ta les  to  te l l  me,  when I  went  to  
offer  them the f reedom of the c i ty  of  
Norwich.  Incidental ly ,  with feigned re
luctance,  they decided against  a  vis i t  to  
the cathedral  and museum in favour  of  an 
academic sampling of  the local  brewery 
products .  

Lis tening to  them reminded me of  an 
incident  which at tended my f i rs t  journey 
as  a  tandemist  and of  the unusual  resul t .  

The machine I  bought  came out  of  a  
farmer 's  barn,  beref t  of  wheels  or  saddle  
and breaking out  a l l  over  into rusty cold 
sores .  I t  was one of  the spl i t - level  jobs,  
with a  23-inch front  taper ing off  sharply 
to  21 inches a t  the hindquarters .  

This  was a  veteran of  some 40 damp 
winters  and dated back to  when a  bicycle  
bui l t  for  two represented a  swinging com
binat ion of  permissiveness  and technologi
cal  knowhow. 

After  f i t t ing with equipment  discarded 
from my racing bike,  I  proudly rode i t  
round to  my gir l - f r iend 's  house as  a  sur
pr ise .  Certainly i t  caused some astonish
ment  and while  she was recovering from 
my suggest ion of  a  quick 50-mile  jaunt ,  
her  mother  scorched my sensi t ive soul  
by dragging i t  away from her  gate  because 
" the rust  wil l  spread to  my ironwork.  "  

With great  pat ience I  impressed on my 
gir l  that  this  was a  turning point  in  our  
l ives  and f rom now on we had a  toe-hold 
in  the world.  
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There was not  a  l i t t le  diff icul ty  in  get
t ing under  way ini t ia l ly  and her  mother ,  
peer ing round the cur ta ins ,  must  have 
wondered if  she would ever  see her  off
spr ing again.  

With enthusiast ic  wobbles  I  s teered for  
a  romantic  t r ip  round the idyl l ic  Norfolk 
Broads,  or  a t  least  that  was the idea.  Un
for tunately a  f reshly-surfaced road had 
fai led to  cool  in  the sun,  with the resul t  
that  tar  and chippings jammed up into the 
back mudguard.  

Scrabbl ing with f ingers  and poking 
s t icks  fai led to  remove the tenacious 
s tones,  rapidly becoming tarmac.  Even
tual ly  the mudguard had to  be broken off  
and discarded.  

We rode on,  our  c lothes  splat tered 
with tar  and with black s t icky hands 
adhering to  the bars .  Soon she mentioned 
a  s inis ter  feel ing on her  rear  port ions 
and without  protect ion f rom the mudguard 
there  was obviously going to  be a  good 
deal  of  road on her  back.  

However ,  she s tuck i t  out  wel l ,  unt i l  
we could switch off  in to  a  lane.  Now I  
am not  a  man for  the narrow roads,  pre
ferr ing more substant ia l  ones with re l ia
ble  s ignposts  for  guidance,  and a lso i t  was 
not  my habi t  to  be clut tered up with maps 
and char ts .  

Soon,  therefore ,  we were lost  and 
experienced that  ominous feel ing when a  
few wisps of  grass  in  the middle  of  the  
road increase to  a  thick mat  and then 
opens out  before  a  farmhouse.  Retracing 
from the yard was a  s t range manoeuvre 
for  us  and probably looked pecul iar  to  the 
family that  came into the garden to watch.  

We both got  off ,  then I  l i f ted the machine 
round and pushed i t  toward a  large s tone 
to  help my pet i te  young lady remount .  She 

walked behind,  a  black s t r ip  up to  her  neck 
and legs  spread wide,  for  the tar  had set  
hard and her  shorts  were l ike a  piece of  
the  Ml.  We rode away tacking through 
where cows had been.  

Eventual ly ,  as  dusk fe l l ,  we got  back 
to  her  house,  and overcome by her  uncom
plaining for t i tude in  unpleasant  c i rcum
stances I  asked,  "Wil l  you marry me? "  
She was beaten to  her  knees by now and 
weari ly  repl ied,  "Yes,  I  suppose so.  "  

Her  mother ,  hear ing the news,  looked 
a t  the tandem and then a t  me.  Turning 
s lowly to  her  previous but  bedraggled 
daughter  the words of  congratulat ion 
ra ther  ta i led off .  "You've promised to 
marry him? Oh , ,  my dear .  .  .  "  

Early Tandemitis 
I  wri te  this  with some trepidat ion,  ad
dressing an audience of  experienced,  
hard-bi t ten tandemists  by a  neophyte  
(sounds l ike a  larval  s tage of  a  short  
cent ipede) .  So t reat  this  record of  d is
covery as ,  perhaps,  reminiscence for  you.  

My perceptual  construct  is  s ingles  
r iding:  fas t ,  medium dis tances  by my
self  and with the local  bike club (Mohawk-
Hudson Wheelman) when r ides  are  sche
duled.  My s ingle  goes where I  point  i t  
( in  br isk fashion) ,  s tops quickly when 
needed,  and spr ints  when I  pedal  i t .  
I t  a lso doesn ' t  spr int  when I  don ' t  pedal .  
In  a  word - -  what  I  do is  what  I  get .  

When I  was introduced to  tandeming 
I  found near ly  every rule  in  the s ingle  
book changed,  and a l l  a t  once.  (I  say 
"near ly"  because I  s t i l l  get  wet  when i t  
ra ins .  )  To make things even more com
pl icated,  what  one does and how i t  feels  
depends on where one s i ts .  
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Lesson one was as  s toker ,  of  course.  
There is  a l l  a t  once a  feel ing of  helpless
ness .  I 'm not  s teer ing and I  can ' t  even 
see where I 'm going.  I  can ' t  shif t  and 
with the Atom drum I  can ' t  brake much 
ei ther .  I 've  been demoted from captain 
of  my fate  to  f i rs t  mate .  Once the s toker  
determines that  h is /her  fate  is  in  good 
hands ( in  my case about  thir ty  seconds) ,  
a l l  kinds of  possibi l i t ies  open up.  I  can 
look around!  I  can watch birds  and cows.  
I  can wave to  pedestr ians  or  gesture  
appropriately to  motoris ts .  I  can enjoy 
the incredul i ty  on a l l  those watching faces .  
And I  can look a t  the captain.  

Lesson two was s tyle .  Whether  we 
know i t  or  not ,  each of  us  has  a  unique 
r iding s tyle .  How close we come to 
parked cars ,  how we ant ic ipate  and adjust  
to  red and almost-red l ights ,  how much 
foot /knee joint /muscle  loading we accept  
before  we shif t  gears ,  how we play that  
game with motoris ts  we cal l  "chicken" 
(or  "ful l  vehicular  s ta tus"  if  you prefer) .  
On a  s ingle  this  s tyle  is  embedded in  the 
r iding process .  On a  tandem styles  can 
be a  source of  confl ic t  and one of  abject  
terror  for  the s toker  as  car  door  handles  
whiz by three inches f rom white  knuckles .  

In  amazingly short  order  s tyles  begin 
to  blend and idiosyncrasies  blur .  Tandem-
ing is  a  very int imate  act ivi ty .  We learn 
each other 's  cues .  The s l ight  change in  
pedal  pressure means a  shif t  or  obstacle  
is  coming.  The t ick of  the Bar-Con 
ratchet  announces a  shif t .  We compromise 
where we can.  A s tandard saddle  height  
does work,  but  a  man can cope with a  
women's  (Avocet)  saddle  bet ter  than the 
reverse .  And this  f rom someone who 
sets  his  saddle  angle  on a  s ingle  with a  
bubble  level .  

Lesson three was a  tandem is  more 
than a  s ingle  with two saddles .  Because 
of  the  long wheelbase,  a l l  s teer ing motions 

were exaggerated,  especial ly  a t  low speed.  
The f i rs t  spl i t  second of  motion as  cap
tain was one of  to ta l  lack of  control .  The 
tandemist  i s  a  wonderful  organism.  As
suming i t  survives  the f i rs t  few seconds,  
the necessary motions get  burned into 
the synapses  very quickly indeed.  Who 
hasn ' t  t r ied r iding a  s ingle  af terwards and 
seen the contrast .  

Shif t ing gears  through three miles  of  
cable  doesn ' t  help precis ion,  though i t ' s  
not  as  bad as  I  had expected.  But  those 
brakes!  The cant i levers ,  which can 
f l ip  me off  my single ,  affect  a  le isurely 
descent  f rom a tandem's  lof ty  speeds.  
Stopping requires  a  lot  of  p lanning or  a  
lot  of  shout ing or  maybe both.  

Deal ing with dogs f rom a tandem is  
a  snap.  Usual ly ,  i t  i s  tough to  s teer ,  
pedal ,  shif t ,  and s imultaneously f i re  
HALT broadside.  A tandem tai lgunner  
is  great ,  especial ly  a  t rue sharpshooter .  

Lesson four  was what  a  tandem could 
be af ter  the other  three lessons were 
learned.  I ts '  downhil l  speed is  legendary.  
On the f la ts  s ingle  r iders  wil l  pay i t  the 
supreme compliment  of  draf t ing ra ther  
than racing.  Uphil l ,  though,  we have a  
reputat ion for  losing a l l  the ground we've 
gained.  This  is ,  I  think,  undeserved.  
Given matched r iders ,  the r ight  gears ,  
and fai th  in  the inherent  superior i ty  of  
tandems,  hi l l  performance can be qui te  
a  surpr ise  to  the average s ingle  r ider .  
I t ' s  a  good feel ing to  lead a  club r ide ALL 
the way.  

Riding in  a  fas t  pace l ine on a  s ingle  
offers  a  unique thr i l l ,  not  the least  of  
which is  par t ic ipat ion in  a  f inely,  honed,  
high speed team. Riding a  tandem ele
vates  this  experience to  a  higher  level .  
Two people  working in  int imate  associa
t ion with the bike serving as  intermediary 
and extension of  the team. 
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Best  of  a l l ,  when the hi l l  i s  too long 
and too s teep,  and a l l  your  energy is  
gone and the sweat  is  dr ipping off  your  
nose and you are  ready to commit  the 
ul t imate  surrender  in  bicycl ing - -  walking 
- -  then the af terburner  kicks in ,  the 
supercharger  turns  on,  and the bike leaps 
ahead.  Your s toker  has  found a  second 
wind and you ' re  over  the top.  I t ' s  a lmost  
as  good as  sex.  

Richard Andrian 
Bethlehem Terrace 
B-l l l  
Blessing Road 
Sl ingerlands,  N.  Y.  

12159 

A Second Look at Racks 
After  the las t  issue 's  ar t ic le  appeared 
on bike racks,  we 've been wai t ing for  
the other  shoe to  drop.  I t  did !  In this  
conversat ion with Bil l  Boston,  he offers  
some st rong opinions and concrete  sug
gest ions on t ransport ing your  favori te  
means of  t ransportat ion.  By way of  
in t roduct ion,  Bi l l  i s  an el i t is t  bui lder  
and designer  f rom Swedesboro,  New 
Jersey,  a  current  res ident  of  Wilmington,  
Delaware,  and has  been s tudying near ly  
a l l  facets  of  b icycles  and bicyl ing for  
over  a  decade.  

BOSTON - -  As a  frame bui lder ,  I  would 
ra ther  not  see my tandems carr ied on 
their  s ide.  Firs t ly ,  in  that  posi t ion they 
are  prone to  chipping.  Even if  you pad 
i t  wel l ,  jus t  about  anything can become 
abrasive,  including rubber .  Also,  you 
would have to  actual ly  wrap or  t ie  around 
a  painted surface.  The f rame is  designed 
to  take the major i ty  of  i t s  s t resses  in  a  
ver t ical  plane and is  not  meant  to  take 
s t resses  la teral ly ,  as  i t  would on i ts  
s ide.  

By carrying the tandem mounted on 
the two sets  of  handlebars ,  or  just  one 
set  of  bars  and the f ront  seat ,  you are  
support ing the weight  of  the tandem the 
way the tandem i tself  supports  weight .  
Al l  of  the  bear ings,  i f  they vibrate  a t  a l l ,  
a re  subjected to  the load the way they 
normally carry i t .  I  think that  aerody-
namical ly  you are  not  gaining anything by 
laying i t  on i ts  s ide,  and I  suggest  you 
wil l  f ind that  with a  Boston-type of  roof  
rack the bike wil l  mount  easi ly ,  s ingle-
handedly.  

Notes for assembling. 

Use 5/4" pine, mahogony , or oak. Make two 
carriers and reverse one. All joints are 
glued and screwed, using brass screws only. 

Drill 1 3/4" hole in cradles for handlebar 
rests. Cut off your two 50" pieces 
from 8' lengths and you will have every
thing else you need. 

Mount to a car rack using U-bolts or onto 
Load brackets, such as those offered by 
L.L. Bean, Inc. (#6494P, $26.00), Freeport, 
Me. 04033. 

Straps - use one inch wide nylon straps 
with over and under buckles. Suggest 
wrapping them three times around the bars 
before pulling tight. 

Other notes - most people would be better 
off having the rear of the bike facing the 
front of the car. The wind load will be 
forcing the bike up and the second set 
of bars down. Also you are more likely 
to have to open the trunk than the hood, 
and it probably won't hang out over the 
hood very far. If you are carrying the 
tandem most of the time, make a brace 
tall enough so your saddle isn't resting 
on the roof and your second set of bars 
drop right in. 

(ED. I have two of these racks. One 
has been on top of the VW squareback for 
three years; the other is whisked on and 
off the subcompact.) 
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THE BILL BOSTON BIKE RACK 

Cut here after drilling 1&3/^" hole. 
File corners of holes and then drop 
in indoor/outdoor carpet. 

4/3 

Vs 
X 

,>lr '4 
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The Great 
Canadian 

Bicycle Rally 

July 2, 3 and 4, 1982 
The Great Canadian Bicycle Rally 

Box No. 245 
Paris, Ontario N3L 3G2 

We're back!! 
and stronger 

than ever 

Bicycle Club Affiliation with the League of American Wheelmen 
CD new CD renewal 
CD $20.00/year—L.A.W.-affiliated club 
• FREE—100% L.A.W. chapter club: new applications must be accompanied by a copy of the club's bylaws and a current membership 
roster (All club members must be League members. 10% of each L.A.W. membership fee is rebated to the club.) 
In applying to become a newly affiliated club we enclose the following required information: 
CD copy of an officially adopted statement of purpose for our organization, such as from club bylaws. 
• membership roster including at least 12 members, at least 6 of whom are L.A.W. 

members. (Please indicate the names of all L.A.W. members and if possible put the 
League membership number next to the names of at least 6 members to expedite 
confirmation process). 

Name of Club 

President/contact person 

Address 

City/State/Zip _ 

Telephone J 

I certify that all information submitted in fulfillment of affiliation requirements is to the best of my 
knowledge accurate and complete. 

Signature of contact person Title Date 
Send to League of American Wheelmen, P.O. Box 988, Baltimore, MD 21203. 
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FREDERICK, MD. 
JULY 23-25 

Tandem '82 wil l  be held July 23-25,  1982 in  
beaut i ful  Frederick,  maryland,  a  his tor ical  
set t ing that  wil l  del ight  you with i t s  
down-home a tmosphere,  wel l -paved country 
roads and out-of- the-way discoveries .  

Home of  Francis  Scot t  Key and Barbara 
Fr i tchie ,  Frederick features  something for  
everybody.  To help you get  acquainted,  
both walking tours  and short  bike r ides  
through the town are  planned for  Fr iday 
af ternoon on a  self-guided basis .  

There wil l  be short ,  medium and long r ides  
to  and from the lunch s i tes ,  so you can 
ta i lor  your  tour  to  the length and speed 
you desire .  The Monocacy River  Val ley 
offers  spectacular  scenrey for  the cycl is t  
and,  depending on the route  you choose,  you 
may v is i t  covered br idges,  a  Victor ian 
t ra in  s ta t ion,  the C & 0  Canal  a long the 
Potomac River ,  or  a  Civi l  War bat t lef ie ld  
s i te .  

tandem— '82 
Post Office Box 57164 
Washington, D.C. 20037 
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MIDWEST TANDEM RALLY '82' 
I 

M.T.R. '82' 
We are pleased you are interested in the M.T.R. to be held Sept. 4, 5, 6th. 

The Iowa City area was selected for its nationally known historic areas of the Amana Colonies, the 
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site and village and the convenience of its camping, eating and 
motel facilities. 

You will enjoy the farm countryside but do not labor under the impression that Iowa is uniformly 
flat. The Amana Colonies themselves lie in a valley but the rest of the trips will be over rolling hills 
and vary from 20 to 60 miles. 

Rally headquarters will be at the Abbey Inn, which is located in Coralville/Iowa City and just off 
1-80. Please make your own reservations in the block of rooms held for the rally so you may benefit 
from reduced rates. 

Other motels, including a Motel 6, are very convenient but may require a "cash" early deposit for 
reservations. 

Edgewater Municipal Campground is a pleasant modern campground and within 3/4 mile of the motel. 

Rides will be sagged by a tandem trailer and van. A number of the organizers have children and it is 
expected there will be child care at the motel during rides. 

A patch, fanny bumper, maps and refreshments will be supplied to riders on the tours. 

I 
Iowa City 

THE ABBEY INN 
Sept. 4, 5, 6 

Room Reservations: The Abbey 
Hwy. 6 & 218, Exit 242 
Iowa City, Iowa 52241 

Phone (319) 351-6324 or (800) 528-1234 (Best Western) 
A 10% discount or more will apply to rooms reserved & 
registered as part of the MTR. Room rates are to be in the 
low or mid thirty dollar range. 

Registration Fee: $ 15 before July 15th - $18 after July 15th 

Registration Time: 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Sept. 4 at motel 
M.T.R. 
2652 W. 34th 
Davenport, Iowa 52806 (319) 386-2919 

Camping: Edgewater Municipal Campground 
$2.00 Tent - $5.00 Full Hook-up 

Child Care: Please indicate age and number of 
children. Fees to be determined. 

Banquet Fee: $9 per person - 3 meats 
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Editor 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Publisher 

Drew Knox, 705 W. 27 St., Wilmington, DE. 19802 
Peter Hutchison, R.d. 1, Box 276, Esperance, NY 12066 
Malcolm & Jean Smith, 84 Durand Drive, Rochester, NY 14622 
Ronald A. Romeis, 506 Midland Circle, St. Davids, PA 19087 

Area Representatives 

California 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Kentucky 
Massachusetts 
Montana 
Rhode Island 
Washington 
Iowa 
Virginia 

Dues 

TCA Patches 

Membership 

John & Donna Goodloe, 8084 Donzee CT., San Diego, CA 92123 
i enny Stallings, 3719 16th St, Lewiston, ID 83501 

John & Marie Kamnikar, 9 S. William Dr., Hinsdale, IL 60521 
St!Wart Prather' 2873 Re^n Ave., Louisville,40206 

ill & Clairbourne Dawes, 55 Hosmer Road, Concord, MA 01742 
ich & Leslie Smith, 710 S. 9th, Bozeman, MT 59715 

Warren H. Hinterland, 187 Garden ST., Cranston, RI 02910 
Bob Freeman, 326 31st Ave., Seattle, WA 98122 
Bruce & Becky Perry, 2652 W 34th ST., Davenport, Iowa 52806 
Scott & Sharon Richie, 3235 Patterson Ave., Richmond, 23221 

$8.00 for individual or tandem team membership (5 issues) 
Doubletalk is published in March, May, July, Sept."TH^! 
and a subscription is included w. TCA membership. 

Are back in stock and available through the treasurer. 
Send checks for $3 @ payable to Tandem Club of America. 

I!11 °Ut thS aPPlicati°n below and mail with check 
for $8.00 payable to Tandem Club of America to our 
treasurers, Mai & Jean Smith. ~~ * 

TCA Membership 

Name(s) 

Address 

City & state 
Zip 

To Ae.ne.ui youA AubAcAlptlon to 
doubletalk, please Aend an $8 
check payable to "Tandem Club 
0($ AmeAlca" to Mai S Jean Smith, 
TCA tAeaAuAeAA, 84 VuAand VAive, 
RocheAteA, N.V. 14622. 
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