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Another Pen Warmed 
Up In Hell 

L°t 's  f ind out  who we are  r iding with in  
"Doubletalk.  "  Most  a l l  of  you paid e ight  
bucks to  get  5  subscr ipt ions (year ly)  of  
th is  publ icat ion.  But  i f  you get  less  than 
that  in  a  year ,  your  subscr ipt ion cont in
ues  unt i l  your  f i f th  issue arr ives .  A 
pret ty  good deal .  

With that  in  mind I  publ ished in  
my f i rs t  issue as  edi tor  a  publ icat ion 
schedule  to  get  you f ive different  "Double-
ta lks"  in  a  year .  The purpose was to  
le t  you know when to  wri te  and get  ar t ic les  
to  me--not  when to  curse  and cal l  me 
names.  The ar t ic les  were few and far  
between.  I  must  assume that  e i ther  
you a l l  weren ' t  wri t ing enough or  e lse  
my postman bears  me a  specif ic  
grudge.  

Bel ieve me 1 know most  of  you 
would prefer  a  vis i t  to  the dent is t  ra ther  
than penning an ar t ic le .  Personal ly ,  
I 'd  ra ther  bp working on a  new cal l i 
graphy course.  Most  of  you f igure 
you are  Thiers  not  wri ters ;  but  i f  Kay 
and Rudy Van Renterghem can take the 
t ime to send 3 ar t ic les  (2 they wrote  and 
one cl ipped from the paper) ,  then a l l  
of  you can.  Kay and Rudy have logged 
over  38,  000 miles  on their  Assenmacher  
(which Rudy says has  broken i t  in  just  
r ight)  in  just  under  s ix  years .  

For  two edi t ions,  including this  
one,  I  mai led over  50 requests  to  our  
members  asking (pleading pathet ical ly ,  
real ly)  for  some few scraps.  When 
those or ts  of  tandem t idbi ts  fa i led to  
arr ive,  I  twisted arms of  wife  and 
fr iends (now many of  them ex-fr iends)  
unt i l  I  had suff ic ient  mater ia l  for  a  
newslet ter .  I 'm running out  of  wives  
and fr iends.  

SCHEME II--I wrote to  the area 
representat ives  (some were replaced 
as  they could not  be contacted)  asking 
them to coax,  wheedle ,  whine,  and 
s t rangle  by the throat  i f  necessary two 
ar t ic les  f rom folks  in  their  area for  
each issue.  Please help them--and 
al l  of  us--by wri t ing.  

My pol icy has  been to  t ry  turning 
out  a  top-qual i ty  newslet ter ,  so  I  hold 
the mater ia l 'unt i l  there  is  a  suff ic ient  
quant i ty  to  put  together  an issue.  Mod
est ly ,  the Mozeman and Boston ar t ic les  
in  this  issue are  a  cut  above the pablum 
you f ind in  Bicycl ing and American 
Wheelman.  But  i t  takes  a  lot  of  work 
to  cul l  these ar t ic les ,  and if  I 'm going 
to  spend that  much t ime on the beat  
I 'm going to  t ry  and sel l  this  s tuff .  

I  promise that  the next  f ive 
edi t ions wil l  be  'on schedule .  If  there  
is  anything between the covers  depends 
on you!  And now, back to  my cal l igraphy.  

Mail ing 
Date  

To 
Printer  

To 
Edi tor .  

March 1 
May 1 
July 1 
Sept  1  
Nov 1 

Feb 15 
Apri l  15 
June 15 
Aug 1  5 
Oct  15 

Feb 1 
Apri l  1  
June 1 
Aug 1 
Oct  1  

jbrw •nox 

Important!! 
The myster ious numeral  appearing on 
your  mai l ing label  indicates  the number 
of  i ssues  of  Doubletalk remaining in  
your  subscr ipt ion.  

X. 
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Build Your Own Tandem 
PREFACE--In this  ser ies  of  ar t ic les  I  wil l  
t ry  to  descr ibe the process  of  designing and 
construct ing a  tandem frameset .  Since 1976 
I  have bui l t  over  f i f teen tan
dems and ass is ted several  
beginners  in  bui lding theirs .  
Throughout  those years  I  
have fel t  a  deep sat isfact ion 
upon complet ion of  each 
frameset  and have shared a  
s imilar  joy of  accomplish
ment  helping others .  

The idea for  this  ser ies  
was a  long t ime in  coming.  Pleas  
for  ar t ic les  f rom this  edi tor  played a  
big par t .  Also,  i t  seemed that  each 
issue of  "Doubletalk"  contained ar t i 
cles  point ing out  the mechanical  and 
invent ive ski l ls  of  tandem owners .  More
over ,  meet ing many of  you a t  the East  
Coast  Tandem Ral l ies  over  the years  
has  reinforced my impressions of  those 
ski l ls .  I  bel ieve many of  you would eager
ly tackle  this  type of  project  i f  some 
guidel ines  were la id  out  direct ing pros
pect ive bui lders  on how to obtain mater

ia ls  
and 
ski l ls .  

The 
f inal  inspirat ion 
for  this  ser ies  came at  las t  year 's  
New York bicycle  show when the Haden 
Co.  of  England showcased a  prototype 

by 
Rodney 

Moseman 

Tool List 
1 .  Sturdy Workbench 6.  
2 .  Vise  7.  
3 .  Soft  Jaws for  vise  
4.  Hacksaw with 32T blade 8.  
5 .  Fi les  9.  

a .  )  6"  round bastard cut  10.  
b .  )  6"  half  round second cut  11.  
c .  )  10" half  round bastard cut  12.  
d .  )  6"  round bastard cut  13.  
e .  )  6"  round second cut  
f .  )  10" round bastard cut  
g .  )  10" round second cut  f igure 1  
h.  )  r i f f le  set  |  

File  handles  for  A to  G 
Dremel  or  s imilar  hand gr inder  
with assor ted burrs  & abrasives  
Oxygen/acetylene torch or  Equiv.  
Adjustable  protractor  
Vise Grips  
"C" clamps 
l /4"  electr ic  dr i l l  
dr i l l  bi ts  (1 /16 to  1/4 set)  
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lugset  for  tandems.  Because a  lugged 
f rame is  much s impler  to  construct  
than a  lugless  one,  I  se lected this  s tyie  
to  i l lustrate  in  this  ser ies .  Later ,  
toward the end of  these wri t ings,  I  wil l  
do a  piece on lugless  construct ion.  At  
this  t ime I  am await ing shipment  of  a  
Haden lugset ,  so  I  hope to  have them-in 
hand to  be able  to  advise  you of  their  
cost  and avai labi l i ty  in  the next  issue.  

In the meant ime,  we begin the ground
work of  obtaining tools  and learning 
detai led information.  

TO BUILD A TANDEM you can be proud 
of  requires  a  great  deal  of  ski l l ,  pa
t ience,  and perseverance.  So do not  
be put  off  by learning ski l ls  in  areas  
in  which you are  probably unfamil iar .  
You can do i t !  And there  is  help out  

Send VOUBLETALK articles to Drew Knox, 705 W. 27th Street, Wilmington, DE. 19802 



THE TOOL LIST--The photographs and 
i l lustrat ions in  f igures  1  and 2 give some 
idea of  the tools  that  wil l  be  required.  
There wil l  a lso be some special  tools ,  
j igs ,  and al ignment  gauges that  wil l  
have to  be madp,  One such tool  i s  the 
f i l ing block (shown in  f igure 3) .  Plans 
for  the j igs  and al ignment  gauge wil l  
accompany future  ar t ic les  in  this  ser ies .  
Meanwhile ,  proceed with the f i l ing block.  

To get  accl imated t ry  to  obtain a  
t rashed frame from your  local  bike 
dealer ' s  junk pi le .  Cut  the main tubes 
c lose to  the lugs and use these tubes to  
pract ice  your  miter ing ski l ls .  A s imple 
exercise  is  to  cut  the salvaged f rame 
tubes into s ix  inch lengths  and pract ice  
f i l ing miter  joints  so  that  the end of  one 
tube joins  another  tube a t  an angle  of  
90°,  73°,  or  60°.  The photograph (f ig .  
4)  shows the s teps  for  miter ing a  tube.  

From lef t  to  r ight ,  we see the 
tube-end as  cut ;  in  the center ,  the end 
of  the tube is  rough-shaped by taking 
cuts  with a  hacksaw to e l iminate  ex
cessive f i l ing;  on the r ight ,  the tube is  
f i led to  conform to the shape of  the  
tube that  wil l  but t  against  i t .  The photos  
in  f igures  5 and 6 show the mitered end 
being checked with a  protractor .  I t  
i s  necessary for  the miter  to  be the 
correct  angle ,  as  wel l  as  centered on 
the tube.  The sketch (f ig  7)  i l lust ra tes  
a  centered and off-center  miter .  

there .  To s tar t  I  recommend Richard P.  
Talbot ' s  book ent i t led Designing and 
Building Your Own Frameset ,  as  one 
of  the  best  I  have read.  Consider  i t  a  
must  for  this  project .  The cost  is  
$18.  00 and you can order  i t  d i rect ly  
by wri t ing:  The Manet  Guild,  310 
Frankl in  Street ,  Dept .  535 (N-82) ,  
Boston,  MA. 02110.  

PRACTICE, pract ice ,  pract ice .  .  .but  
how to s tar t?  If  you are  unaccustomed 
to using a  torch,  many local  school  
systems offer  evening c lasses  in  
oxygen acetylene welding.  While  this  
can be an excel lent  place to  gain hands-
on experience,  I  suggest  you discuss  
with the instructor  the areas  in  which 
you are  mainly interested--  specif ic-
al ly ,  brazing and s i lver  solder ing.  

Metal  working ski l ls  can also 
be obtained a t  evening c lasses .  A 
machine shop course would be of  
value,  but  with l imitat ions.  Since 
we wil l  be  using hand tools ,  such 
as  a  hacksaw and f i les ,  I  feel  that  
with a  l i t t le  pract ice  a t  home you 
can gain the "feel"  that  i s  necessary 
for  this  work.  

There also may be a  f ramebuilder  
in  your  area who is  wil l ing to  ass is t  
you.  Keep in  mind that  t ime he spends 
with you is  par t  of  h is  l ivel ihood and 
some form of compensat ion would be 
in  order .  

I 
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After  t rying several  miters ,  you 
may s tar t  to  feel  a  l i t t le  cocky about  
how simple i t  i s  to  master  a  s ingle-
end miter .  The fun par t  is  to  miter  
the other  end so that  the center  l ine 
dimension between adjoining tubes is  
correct  and the miters  are  paral le l  
or  perpendicular  depending upon the 
funct ion of  that  tube.  So now you can 
t ry  miter ing the other  ends and,  to  
make these exercise  even more inter
est ing,  do the second end-miter  to  a  
predetermined dimension,  s imilar  to  
the type of  miters  found on both ends 
of  a  top tube.  

In  the next  ar t ic le  1  wil l  deal  with 
f rame design,  mater ia ls  we wil l  be  
using and,  as  mentioned ear l ier ,  the 
a l ignment  f ixture  and j igs .  The f i rs t  
project  for  your  tandem frameset  wil l  
be  construct ing a  rear  handlebar  s tem.  

So unt i l  next  issue,  have pat ience,  
research the project  by reading al l  you 
can in  the suggested book,  and any other  
per t inent  books and magazines .  

Rodney Moseman 
c /o  Bicycle  World 
747 S.  Broad St .  
P .  O.  Box 362 
Li t i tz ,  PA 17543 

6 Send VOUBLETALK articles to Drew Knox, 705 W. 27th Street, Wilmington, DE. 19802 



Save That Clincher 
A part icular  advantage of  c l incher  t i res  
over  sew -ups is  the ease of  repair .  Also,  
i t  i s  not  necessary to  carry a  spare  t i re .  
Even a  badly gashed casing can be quickly 
and dependably repaired by proper  inser
t ion of  a  small  piece of  thin,  l ight  canvas 
(or  other  s turdy,  non-stretch mater ia l ) ,  
while  the inner  tube can readi ly  be patched 
or  replaced.  Many t i res  have been dis
carded that  could have been saved by the 
fol lowing procedure.  

The canvas method of  repair ,  when 
properly done,  i s  much more effect ive than 
the complex surgery of  boot ing the inside 
of  a  tubular ,  and is  an expedient  wel l -
known to  those people  long experienced 
with high pressure cl incher  t i res .  A small  
s t r ip  of  canvas,  say 1  1 '2"  wide by about  
4"  long (or  pre-cut  length to  sui t  the t i re)  
is  inser ted t ransversely inside the casing 
and snug against  i t ,  wi th  ends project ing 
outs ide of  the  r im.  When the t i re  is  in
f la ted,  the canvas is  t ight ly  locked in  place 
by the bead and provides  ful l  support  for  
the inner  tube,  prevent ing any bulging or  
s t ress  on the damaged casing.  In  fact ,  
par t icular  care  must  be taken that  the 
canvas be snug against  the casing and not  
short-cut t ing,  or  e lse  there  wil l  be  a  low 
spot  a t  that  point  on the t i re  when inf la ted 
and ready to  r ide.  Any excess  project ion 
of  canvas beyond the r im may be t r immed 
off  when sat isf ied that  the support  has  
been sui tably posi t ioned.  

The road repair  c i ted above should 
suff ice  unt i l  i t  i s  convenient  to  make i t  more 
permanent ,  namely cementing the inser t  in  
place.  

Why is  this  scheme different  than other  
methods of  patching or  boot ing the casing? 
General ly ,  o ther  methods do not  take a l l  the 
pressure off  the  casing in  the damaged area.  
Bulges develop that  shorten the l i fe  of  the 
t i re .  

Carrying a  sui table  inser t  with your  
spare  tube is  good insurance against  road 
hazards ,  and i t  i s  a  good idea to  pract ice  
this  inser t ion ahead of  t ime so you wil l  be  
ready when the need ar ises .  

For  more specif ics  of  t i res  and 
wheels  and a  l is t  of  reference ar t ic les ,  
send 40£ s tamps to  RAY Blum 

11100 Pangborn Ave.  
Downey,  CA 90241 

O F  S P E C I A L  I N T E R E S T  —  
S everal  inquir ies  have come about  t rans
port ing tandems by air l ines  and especial ly  
overseas .  Let ' s  hear  about  how you 
accomplished these metal-scraping feats ,  
successful ly  or  otherwise.  

four sail 
1 982 midnight  blue Santana tandem. 
23 1 '2  x  20 1  2.  Contact  Joe Wright ,  
13527 137th St .  W, Taylor  Rdg,  IL,  
61284 (Phone 309-764-6959)  

according to GUINNESS 

I 
u I  

The longest true tandem bicycle ever built 
is one of 66 ft. 11 in., for 35 riders, built 

by the Pedaaistompers Westmaile of 
Belgium. The machine weighs 2,425 lbs. 

•ffcm "tks Tortnto Tandem Co-op 
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Quick Cable Notes 
I f  you real ly  want  the las t  word in  wel l  
equipped tandems,  outf i t  your  bike with 
s ta inless  s teel  cables .  They look mar
velous when you instal l  them and they ' l l  
look just  as  good a  month or  a  year  la ter .  
Since they never  rust ,  you can say good
bye to  cable  binding,  even if  you neglect  
to  lubricate  them. 

Two sources  are  Hi-E Engineer ing.  
Inc.  a t  1247 School  Lane in  Nashvi l le ,  
Tenn. ,  37217 (phone 615-361-1312)  and 
Special ized Bicycle  Components  in  San 
Jose,  Cal i fornia .  

The Hi-E cables  are  bet ter  looking,  
1  /16th of  an inch (1.  59mm) in  diameter  
and very shiny.  They cost  1 .75 cents  
an inch,  plus  $1.05 for  an end.  That  
means a  110 inch rear  derai l leur  cable  
costs  $2.98 plus  postage.  Hi-E wil l  
a lso sel l  you a  set  of  four  s ta inless  s teel  
cables  for  your  s ingle  for  $7,  a lso add 
postage.  

Special ized cables ,  a l though less  
shiny,  seem to be braided with coarser  
wire .  Gear  cables  are  about  the same 
thickness  as  above,  but  brake cables--
at  about  2 .  0  mm--are  so beefy that  your  
brake f i t t ings may have to  be dr i l led out  
to  use them. What 's  more,  they are  hard 
to  thread through some brands of  cable  
housing.  Since Special ized sel ls  only to  
dealers ,  you ' l l  have to  order  them througl  
a  bike s tore .  I 've  seen them l is ted for  
anywhere between $2.  30 to  $2.  75,  but  i t  
wil l  be  interest ing to  f ind out  how much 
your  s tore  marks up the pr ice .  

You can a lso make your  own 
s ta inless  cables ,  the big boys te l l  me.  
Just  f ind a  suppl ier  who can sel l  small  
diameter  s ta inless  s teel  a i rcraf t  cables  
and at tach the necessary ends by solder
ing or  brazing.  J im & Anne Reynolds  

405 Oradel l  Avenue 
Oradel l ,  NJ 07649 

Harvand Les Hopkins 
Box 1241 
Aspen,Co. 81612 

We hear  f rom Harv and Les that  they 
have just  f inished their  f i rs t  season 
on a  new "Rodriguez" touring and 
camping along the spectacular  country
s ide.  They expect  to  re turn home to 
Massachuset ts  for  Tandem '83 for  
r iding and showing off  baby Hopkins.  
Harv and Les,  please refer  to  "The 
Rides of  John and Amy.  "  

The drawing is  by Lesl ie ,  a  
painter  and graphic  ar t is t .  

Put Saddle Sores 
Behind You 

The f i rs t  thing to  do is  go out  and buy a  
brand new Brooks Pro saddle!  And when 
the salesman asks if  you want  Proofide,  
te l l  h im where to  rub i t .  I  recommend 
Brooks Pro because you want  a  leather  
saddle  that  i s  not  pre- t reated.  My per
sonal  preference runs towards the looks 
and leather  of  the  Team Pro with the 
large r ivets .  
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Put  the saddle  on the bike in  the 
proper  posi t ion.  The nose should be 
just  about  f la t  or  paral le l  to  the ground.  
After  i t  i s  set  up,  put  a  damp washcloth 
on the rear  par t  of  the saddle  about  an 
hour  before  you go for  a  r ide.  Make sure  
that  i t  i s  about  2-3 inches in  f ront  of  the  
rear-most  par t  of  the saddle  in  the area 
where most  of  your  weight  wil l  res t .  The 
cloth should be damp but  not  so soaking 
wet  that  i t  drenches your  bike.  Then,  
just  before  your  r ide,  take your  thumbs 
and knead the area where your  ischial  
wil l  h i t  in  order  to  s tar t  sof tening the 
leather .  Ride an hour  or  two--with the 
washcloth off .  (Don' t  laugh!  I  saw a  
guy r iding down the road leaving a  dr ip
ping t ra i l ,  thinking,  "Damn,  this  thing 's  
comfortable  a l ready!")  

Repeat  this  procedure of  dampening 
and r iding for ' f ive or  s ix  r ides  unt i l  the  
saddle  has  not iceable  indentat ions and has  
taken on a  curve that  looks l ike a  three 
or  four  year  old,  wel l - r idden saddle .  All  
you are  t rying to  do is  mold the leather ,  
which is  something you can ' t  do with a  
plast ic  saddle  unless  you have a  mighty 
hot  se t  of  buns.  

When your  seat  f i ts  your  anatomy,  
s top!  Now that  your  saddle  f i ts ,  you 
don ' t  want  i t  to  absorb any more water  
because i t  wil l  cont inue to  change shape.  
Here 's  how you seal  i t :  Firs t ,  expose 
the pores  on the top of  the saddle  by rub
bing the leather  with a  t r iple-ought  s teel  
wool  unt i l  the  top turns  white .  If  you want  
a  custom-colored saddle ,  now is  the t ime.  

Select  any leather  dye--not  shoe pol ish--
which comes in  a  var ie ty  of  colors .  The 
idea is  to  f i l l  up the pores  with the new 
dye,  which wil l  las t  longer  than the or ig
inal  and wil l  keep the water  out .  Light ly  
scrub with the s teel  wool  between coats ,  
then al low the las t  coat  to  dry before  buff ing 

with a  shoe brush and a  cloth.  Let  the 
saddle  dry overnight ,  then rub in  paste  
saddle  soap and brush off  the  excess .  
Remember to  not  wear  l ight  colored 
clothes  as  the excess  dye wil l  wear  off  
for  awhile  ( i t  wi l l  s top wearing off  fas ter  
than the dye that  came on the saddle) .  

Let  me take a  moment  to  make an 
urgent  appeal :  -do not ,  I  repeat  do not ,  o i l  
your  saddle .  Oil  wil l  a l low the saddle  to  
cont inue changing i ts  shape.  Eventual ly ,  
the horn of  the  saddle ,  which should be 
very hard,  wil l  sof ten and spread and chafe.  
The leather  is  formed by wet t ing and 
shaping i t  over  a  form.  The tanning agents  
which s t i f fen the leather ,  are  broken down 
and sof tened by the oi l .  Wett ing the rear  
of  the  saddle  with water  a l lows that  area 
to be remolded while  the f ront  par t  of  
the saddle  remains s t i f f .  You can ' t  do that  
with oi l  because you can ' t  s top the migrat ion 
of  o i l  through the porous leather .  

Now, to  f inish seal ing your  saddle ,  
coat  the underside with a  non-softening 
snow-seal .  Paste  i t  on underneath the 
saddle  and use a  hair  dryer  to  warm and 
spread i t .  Also bee 's  wax or  parraf in  wil l  
work.  

Final ly ,  take precaut ions to  keep 
rain off  your  saddle  by using a  shower cap,  
baggie ,  or  cheap plast ic  cover  when not  
r iding.  Your fanny wil l  do f ine as  a  rain 
protector  while  you are  r iding.  You wil l  
f ind that  your  r iding shorts  wil l  act  as  a  
very eff ic ient  buffer ,  pol ishing your  seat  
to  a  smooth,  high lustre .  You wil l  a lso 
have an extremely comfortable  saddle  
that  wil l  give years  of  service.  

Bi l l  Boston Cycles  
38 Frankl in  Street  
P .  O.  Box 114 
Swedesboro,  N.  J .  08085 
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Tandem Technology '83 
What 's  new in componentry for  s ta te-of-
the-ar t  tandem? Here is  a  sampling of  some 
i tems made for  tandems especial ly:  
Gipiemme tandem cranks--A crossover  dr ive 
t r iple  crank s imilar  to  Campy ( in  fact ,  the 
Gipiemme forgings come from the same 
forge as  Campy) except  that  chainr ings are  
avai lable  down to  28T on the inner .  A very 
high qual i ty  set  a t  2/3 the pr ice  of  Campy.  

Sugino Aero Tour  tandem cranks--Another  
crank in  crossover  t r iple  s tyle  with very low 
inner  r ings,  down to 24T !  Not  as  high qual
i ty  as  Gipiemme,  but  very reasonably pr iced.  
Forged spiders  mean no squeak l ike the popu
lar  French set .  

Special ized forged al loy rear  s tem--avai lable  
la ter  this  spr ing.  A high qual i ty  anodized 
uni t  s imilar  to  the f ront  Special ized handle
bar  s tems,  with a l len-bol t  c lamps.  

Special ized wide rear  bars--46 cm wide,  
to  avoid the captain s i t t ing on s toker 's  hands.  

Dia-Compe rear  hand res ts--sometimes 
cal led "dummy brake levers .  "  They give 
the s toker  something to  grab when pul l ing 
hard up hi l ls  or  just  another  posi t ion to  
hold on the bars .  

Suzue tandem hubs--both a  sealed and an 
unsealed vers ion are  avai lable .  48-hole  
large f lange hubs.  The front  is  quick 
re lease and the rear  is  nut ted,  double-
threaded for  using the Arai  drum brake.  
A very inexpensive a l ternat ive to  Phi l  Wood.  

Arai  drum brake--a  nice looking and 
effect ive third brake for  tandems.  Proba
bly should not  be used by i tself ,  but  helps  
out  cant i levers  when you are  carrying a  
load.  Also very reasonably pr iced.  

Dia-Compe 980 cant i levers--a  new long-
arm cant i lever  designed or iginal ly  for  
mountain bikes  but  they work nicely on 
tandems as  wel l .  A couple  of  innovat ive 
features  are  a  toe- in  adjustment  and 
height  adjustment  for  the brake pads,  so 
you can use ei ther  700C or  27" wheels  
with the same bike.  The brake pad posts  
are  knurled so the pad adjustment  won' t  
change.  The arms are  forged and look 
very beefy.  » They f i t  Mafac bosses .  

Shimano XT cant i levers--another  new 
cant i lever ,  a lso very nice.  A t r iangu
lated forged arm makes these very 
s t i f f .  They are  highly pol ished and 
have a  semi-sealed return spr ing and 
al len-bol t  mounting.  They work on 
Mafac bosses ,  too.  They also have 
the height  and toe- in  adjustments .  

Phi l  Wood tandem hubs and brake--
t ruly s ta te-of- the-ar t .  The brake has  
been redesigned so that  the f iber  disk 
is  machined f la t  and 11^2 t imes as  
thick where i t  mates  with the a lumin
um disk dr iver .  This  should take 
care  of  the complaints  Phi l  brakes 
have always got ten.  The hubs,  of  
course,  come in 48 holes  and several  
widths ,  and wil l  take a  brake in  f ront  
or  rear .  The axles  are  unbendable .  

Super  Champion #58 r ims--s tandard 
tandem fare  but  worth mentioning be
cause they are  very s t rong and come 
in 48 holes  in  700C ,  27",  and 650B.  

Ambrosio 19 Extra  El i te  Durex r ims--
a  tubular-construct ion cl incher  r im that  
i s  "heat  t reated" (actual ly  they are  hard 
anodized) .  Except ional ly  s t rong.  48 
hole ,  of  course.  A nice- looking s i lver  
grey color .  
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MIDWEST TANDEM RALLY 1983 
TWIN CITIES' TANDEM CLUB HOSTS RALLY in Minneapolis-St. Paul, over the Labor Day 
Weekend,fSeptember3thru 5,1983. There will be a mixture of city and country riding over the 
three day event. Even a brief look at this brochure, however, will convince you that MTR '83 is 
"rides and a whole lot more!" 

ENTRY FEE for MTR '83 is only $18.00 per team and includes a program, route book, one 
commemorative patch, refreshments on all rides, Tandem Expo (see below), the Saturday 
evening poolside party, the Sunday evening program, and one color photograph of our Mass 
Tandem Ride across the Ford Bridge on Sunday's ride. The entry fee will increase to $22.00 on 
August 15th. All entry fees are nonrefundable. 

RALLY HEADQUARTERS are the Radisson Inn Plymouth, 2705 Annapolis Lane, Plymouth, 
MN 55441 [telephone: (612) 553-1600]. All rides will depart from there. The indoor events will 
also take place at the Radisson Inn. One of the area's best, yet affordable, restaurants is 
located in the Radisson Inn and numerous others are within pedaling or walking distance. 

CHILDCARE can be provided at a nominal fee. However, we need advance notification of your 
specific needs. Please notify MTR '83 in writing, atthetime of yourapplication, if you intend to 
use this service. 

ACCOMMODATIONS at the Radisson Inn Plymouth are offered to MTR '83 at a special room 
rate of $38.00 per night (flat rate—up to four occupants per room). However, this rate will be 
withdrawn on August 15th at which time the regular rates of $62/$68 per room will apply. The 
Radisson Inn is a new "top of the line" hotel and the low price we've been offered is almost 
unheard of in theTwin Cities area. A postage paid hotel registration envelope is included with 
this registration form for your convenience. 

COMING EARLY? For those interested in arriving on Friday, September 2nd, the Radisson is 
offering the special room rate and for $5.00 per person will include tickets for the Broadway 
Show playing in the hotel's theatre which is one of the most popular in the area. Be sure to take 
advantage of this offer if at all possible! 

CAMPERS are asked to notify MTR '83 when you register (prior to August 15th-PLEASE) so 
we can contact you with details. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON'S RIDE will leave promptly at 1:00 p.m. and return by 4:15 p.m. 
Refreshments will be provided on this introductory ride in the western suburbs and adjacent 
countryside. 

TANDEM EXPO will take place Saturday evening from 6:15 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. and will include 
fourteen 45 minute clinics, with such varied topics as: building your own tandem, kiddie 
cranks, touring, touring with kids, bike clothing, first aid for bikers, bicycle legislation, and so 
on. There will be things of interest to everyone at the clinics and a display of the latest bicycle 
related products. 

A POOLSIDE PARTY will follow Tandem Expo Saturday Evening from 8:00 p.m. until 10:00 
p.m. This should give everyone a chance to meet one another before the Sunday ride. 

SUNDAY'S LONG RIDE (about six hours of biking) will depart at 8:00 a.m., returning at 4:45 
p.m. This ride will be a mixture of country and city riding with a portion of the ride on the 
famous Twin Cities' Parkway System. Refreshments and a "deli" lunch will be provided by 
MTR '83. 

SUNDAY'S SHORT RIDE (about four hours of biking) will depart at9:00a.m., returning at3:15 
p.m. This ride will be an abbreviated version of the long ride and will feature both country and 
city riding with a portion of the ride on the famous Twin Cities' Parkway System. Refreshments 
and a "deli" lunch will be provided by MTR '83. 

A MASS TANDEM RIDE across Ford Bridge from Minneapolis into St. Paul is set for Sunday. 
Both of the groups will meet midway through their respective rides at historic Minnehaha Falls 
for a refreshment break before forming the largest tandem bicycle convoy in Minnesota's 
(U.S.?) history. What a media event! 



THE BANQUET - SUNDAY EVENING will be held from 6:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. at the hotel. 
The meal will include a salad, a memorable main course, dessert, and a beverage. The price of 
$10.50 per person (half price for children under twelve) includes tax and tip. 

SUNDAY EVENING'S PROGRAM will take place in the theatre starting at 7:45 p.m. and last 
until about 9:30 p.m. Marilyn and Jon Grinols will present a multi-media presentation of their 
ten month, 11,000 mile tandem honeymoon around the United States in 1981-82. The site for 
MTR '84 will be selected by those present and door prizes awarded. 

A LABOR DAY BREAKFAST RIDE leaves promptly at 8:00 a.m. and combines country riding 
with a stop for breakfast (Dutch Treat), returning to the hotel by noon leaving plenty of time for 
the 2:00 p.m. check-out. 

ADDITIONAL PATCHES for MTR '83 can be ordered for $3.50 each. For delivery at the rally, 
order when you register, prior to August 15th. An order blank is included on the registration 
form. 

MTR '83 T-SHIRTS can be ordered at $6.00 each and picked up upon arrival at the rally. The 
shirts are 50%/50%, measured in men's sizes, have ringed collar and sleeves and include the 
MTR '83 multi-colored logo on front and back. An order blank is included on the registration 
form. 

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS in color of the mass tandem ride across the Ford Bridge can 
be ordered at $3.50 each, postpaid. The photographs will be mailed to you following the rally. 
An order blank is included on registration form. 

MIDWEST TANDEM RALLY '83 REGISTRATION APPLICATION 

CAPTAIN:. 

STOKER: _ 

ADDRESS: 

CITY 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP:. 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME INITIAL AGE SEX 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME 

STREET 

STATE 

APT. NO. 

ZIP 

INITIAL AGE SEX 

TELEPHONE^ ) 
HOME 

( ) 
WORK 

NAME ADDRESS 

In consideration of the acceptance of our application for participation in 
the 1983 Midwest Tandem Rally (M.T.R. '83), each of us, intending to be 
legally bound for himself (or herself), his (or her) heirs, executors, 
administrators, and personal representatives, does voluntarily hereby 
release any and all sponsors of M.T.R. '83 and their representatives, 
successors, and assigns, from any and all liability arising from illness or 
injuries that either or both of us may suffer as a result of our participa
tion in M.T.R. '83. Each of us attests and verifies that each of us is, and 
both of us are, capable, experienced, accomplished, physically fit and 
able tandem bicycle riders and that each of us is and both of us are 
prepared for participation in M.T.R. '83, and fully understand in 
advance, the nature of M.T.R. '83. 

We each and both understand and agree that any sponsor may use for 
publicity and or promotional purposes our names, photographs, video
tapes, motion pictures, and recordingsof our participation in M.T.R. '83 

without obligation or liability to either or both of us. We also understand 
that any registration fees either or both of us pay, are not refundable. 
We each have read the foregoing, and certify agreement by our signa
tures below. 

Signature 

Cosignature* 

Signature _____ 

Cosignature* 

"Signature of parent or guardian is required if the applicant is under 18 
years of age. 



REGISTRATION FEE - $18 per team until August 14th 
$22 per team after August 14th 

BANQUET - $10.50 per person, complete dinner w/salad and 
dessert, includes beverage. (Tax & tip included) 

T-SHIRTS - MTR '83, printed two-color, front & back, 
50%/50%, won't shrink. $6.00 per shirt, 
order now and insure delivery, pick up at rally, 
(men's size designations) 
SMI MED LRG XI 

ADDITIONAL COMMEMORATIVE PATCHES - MTR '83 design, multicolor. 
$3.50 each 

ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPH — COLOR PHOTO OF MASS TANDEM RIDE 
ACROSS FORD BRIDGE SUNDAY. 

$3.50 per photo postpaid 

TOTAL COST 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: MTR '83 
MAIL TO: MTR '83, Post Office Box 22635, Minneapolis, MN 55422 

CHILDCARE: If you anticipate the need for our childcare center, please send a note with this 
entry advising of the number and ages of the kids, and the times they'll need care. 



DT stainless  14 gauge spokes -  -  you 
s imply shouldn ' t  use  anything e lse  on 
tandems.  

Special ized Expedi t ion t i res--  avai lable  
in  27x1 3/8 or  700x35c,  these super-
wide (by American s tandards)  t i res  leave 
plenty of  cush between your  r ims and the 
road.  Rol l ing res is tance is  a  bi t  more 
than 1  1 '4  t i res ,  but  the difference is  
negl igible  a t  speed.  The main difference 
is  that  you wil l  get  considerably more 
mileage on these t i res  than inch-and-a-
quarters .  While  we ' re  a t  i t ,  are  you 
curious to  know what  product ion tandems 

are  avai lable  these days? Here is  a  sampling:  

Santana and Solana--widely avai lable  and 
much ta lked-about  tandems made of  Ishiwata  
and Reynolds  respect ively,  one expensive and 
the other  less  expensive.  

Discovery--a  new tandem made by Bil l  
Davidson which uses  a l l  oversize  tubing 
and an "American s tyle"  design.  Very 
nice and reasonably pr iced.  

Bert in--another  French tandem, avai lable  
in  two models ,  ,both moderately pr iced.  One 
made of  Reynolds  and the other  of  SuperVitus .  

Kuwuhara--a  Japanese tandem designed and 
imported by an ex-Santana person.  Guess  what  
what  i t  looks l ike !  Nice design and a  good 
pr ice .  

Jack Taylor--del ivery is  quick now so these 
qual i fy  as  a  "product ion" tandem even 
though they are  individual ly  made.  [See 
accompanying ar t ic le .  ]  

Sis#:}:****#** ̂ 5* ******* 

For information on where to  obtain these 
less- than-readi ly-avai lable  par ts  and 
tandems,  wri te  to  

Bob Frepman 
TCA Area Rep 
326 31st  Ave.  
Seat t le ,  WA 98122 

triple «special» 
(complete crank 
with bottom bracket) 
REF. 600100/3 

SPECIAL 

Data: 
• Chainrings 36-42-52T 1/2"x3/32" 

(2 mm) 
• 170 mm pedal crank with 9/16"x20F" 

pedal thread 
• 0 36x24F" threaded cups 
• Spindle 70 mm - grade "A" 0 1/4" 

ball bearings 
Can be delivered on special order: 
• Chainrings 42-54 
• Chainrings 28-30-32-34T 
• M 14x1,25 pedal thread 
• Bottom bracket cups M 35x1 or 

1",370x24 T.p.i. B.S.C. 
• Spindle 68 mm 
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The Rides of John & Amy 
Our tandem was purchased f ive and a  half  
years  ago f  short ly  af ter  the bir th  of  our  f i rs t  
chi ld ,  John.  Firs t ,  we bought  a  chi ld  seat ,  
fol lowed soon af ter  by a  bugger  to  accomodate  
John and our  second chi ld ,  Amy.  Early 
r ides  with both chi ldren were accompanied 
with the sound of  Amy's  non-stop crying 
and included toys on a  s t r ing to occupy them 
both.  

Our r ides  were enl ived with young John 's  
commentary-- te l l ing us  when Amy had her  
hands near  the bugger 's  wheel  or  when she was 
but t ing him with her  helmet .  On one r ide to  
the Jersey shore,  just  ten minutes  away from 
our  dest inat ion,  we heard this  unforget table  
comment  f rom John:  "Amy threw up.  "  

When John was 2 1/2 and Amy 1,  we 
went  to  our  f i rs t  tandem ral ly ,  a t  Cape Cod,  
burdened with diapers  and apple  juice.  That  
ra l ly  was etched in  our  memories  by being 
forced to  leave the banquet  before  the meal  
was served because the chi ldren were t i red,  
cross  and hungry.  Not  having any high chairs  
avai lable  added to  our  decis ion to  leave (I  
could not  enjoy a  meal  with one year  old Amy 
on my lap.  )  After  a  t r ip  to  MacDonald 's  
(where e lse?)  we al l  tumbled thankful ly  
into bed.  

At  the Pr inceton ral ly  in  1980 the chi ldren 
were a  year  older  and their  parents  a  year  wiser .  
Since we l ive in  central  New Jersey,  we made 
arrangements  for  an obl iging grandmother  to  
take her  grandchi ldren and the bugger  home af ter  
the lunch s top.  We would make this  banquet  
sans John and Amy.  

We reached two milestones a t  New 
Bedford:  no diapers  nor  apple  juice.  At  
4  1/2 and 3,  the chi ldren enter ta ined each 
other  and Amy f inal ly  outgrew her  but t ing.  
They were also old enough to  enjoy r ides ,  
par t icular ly  to  the zoo and waterfront .  

'Phil' Brake Update — 
Phil  Wood brakes are  bank in  product ion!  
Backorders  are  being processed and 
disabled brakes are  being accepted for  
repair .  If  you have s t r ipped the teeth 
on the brake mater ia l ,  Phi l  Wood & Co.  
wil l  replace the pad and br ing the 
brake up to  current  specif icat ions--
f ree .  Expected turnaround is  3-5 
days.  However ,  i f  you just  want  your  
brake updated ( to  prevent  this  malady) ,  
recondi t ioning funct ioning brakes carr ies  
a  $15 fee.  Because of  a  mater ia l  shortage 
no extra  brake pads are  avai lable  now. 

That  fa l l  John Sr .  adapted the tan
dem with "kiddy-cranks" (bui l t  by club 
member Rodney Mossman) and he and young 
John began to  r ide in  local  ra l l ies  in  
preparat ion for  Maryland (summer 
of  '82) .  But  Amy was no longer  
content  with the bugger  and argu
ments  began over  who was to  r ide 
with the tandem. 

So we ret i red the bugger  and 
bought  a  second tandem. But  Amy 
decl ined r iding with Mom; she had no 
fai th  in  her  mother 's  capabi l i t ies .  
Young John was more dar ing.  

We were al l  se t  for  Maryland 
as  a  two-tandem family ' t i l  fa te  
intervened.  Todd Wil l iam arr ived 
on Sept .  13,  1982,  so plans to  a t tend 
the ra l ly  were scrapped.  

So,  the bugger  wil l  be  coming 
out  of  s torage.  We wil l  pack diapers ,  
toys on a  s t r ing,  and apple  juice,  and 
wil l  be  a t  Tandem '83 this  summer as  
the r ides  of  John,  Amy and Todd 
cont inue.  

John Pamela Ruggini  
4  Victor ia  St .  
Rari tan,  NJ 08869 
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16 Clinton Street 
Salem, NH 03079 
February 1 1983 

Dear Drew: 

Enclosed is information promised for the next issue of 
Doubletalk. 

I typed it in a form that I hope is useful. If you 
wish to use them, there are also pictures of the inns 
included. 

As a matter of information for those who may be aprehensive 
about sending money to strangers, we have been members of 
The League of American Wheelmen and The Granite State 
Wheelmen since the early seventies. The GSW has a member--
ship of over 600 and Linda is currently serving as pres
ident. I'm a member of the board and touring information 
director for Hew Hampshire, an LAW position. In adition, 
Linda is chairman of the finance committee for the New 
England Area Rally. This will be a GEAR type event expected 
to draw over 500 participants. NEAR '83 and TANDEM '83 
are a week and 50 miles apart. The tour is sandwiched 
in between. NEAR '83 is to be held in Worcester, MA. 

The tour is operating on a non-profit basis. 

O\.4t He4coIf 
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Tandem Inns Tour '83 
On August  19-21,  TANDEM 83 wi l l  be  held  
a t  Gordon Col lege  in  Wenham,  Mass .  
Exact ly  one  week before ,  on August  12-14,  
the  New England Area  Ral ly  wi l l  be  held  
a t  a  local  col lege  in  the  Worces ter ,  Mass .  
a rea .  This  ra l ly  wi l l  b<* s imi lar  to  a  
GEAR, wi th  r ides ,  workshops ,  exhibi ts ,  
and r ides  for  tandems.  

Dur ing the  week in  between,  for  
those  who would  l ike  a  New England 
vacat ion,  we wi l l  be  sponsor ing a  tan
dem inns  tour .  St icking to  the  back-
roads  of  Southern  New Hampshire  and 
Northern  Massachuset ts ,  the  tour  wi l l  
go  through many vi l lages  that  Curr ier  
and Ives  could  have used as  models  for  
the i r  ca lendars .  The scenery  i s  c lass ic  
New England,  the  te r ra in  i s  h i l ly ,  and 
lower  gear ing might  be  des i red;  however ,  
the  roads  are  a l l  tandem-tes ted  and wel l  
wor th  the  ef for t .  

The tour  wi l l  cover  about  50 mi les  
a  day,  wi th  s tops^any place  that  looks  
in teres t ing (some planned,  some not) .  
Lodging wi l l  be  a t  inns  or  "Beds  and 
Breakfas ts .  "  There  wi l l  not  be  a  sag 
wagon unless  someone volunteers  be
tween now and then.  The cos t  has  not  
been determined yet  as  we are  now con
tac t ing the  inns .  

For  more  informat ion,  p lease  wri te  
and enclose  a  se l f -addressed s tamped en
velope.  We are  l imi ted  to  10 tandem teams,  
so  i f  you want  to  go,  don ' t  de lay . !  

Bob & Linda Harvey 
16 Cl in ton St ree t  
Salem,  NH 03079 

a 
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O Tandembaum 

Season's Greetings 
and all the best for 

the coming year 

The Toronto Tandem Club 

SOUTHERN TANDEM RALLY RETURNS TO GEORGIA 

I 
Dear Drew, 

Well we have done itl We believe we have organized what will be 
a new high in organized tandem rallies. The Southern Tandem Rally for 
1983 (the Fifth Edition of this fine event) will be based out of the 
luxurious Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain Georgia. Withmorethan 
2500 manicured acres, the Gardens is truly one of the luxury resorts 
in the South, and a good bit of it will be turned over to those luc*y 

Tanderaists who can make itl 

We would be much obliged if you could give us a_writeupin the 

future issues of Double Talk between now and the JallY- (Oj® S^TCA^ 
months, yet, so surely we can get good publicity for it from the TCA). 

I have enclosed a Publicity notice which may Reused as or feel 
free to edit to fit Double Talk. Just don't change the date (October 7-9) 
£Tl£aS£ (Callaway Gardens), or the Sponsors names (Karl Rice 4 Leslie 

Stallknecht, Jack & Susan Goertz). 

Sincerely, 

Southern Tandem 
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The 5th Annual Southern Tandem Rally returns to Georgia, the State which 
hosted the first STR, back in 1979. From those primitive beginnings, STR '83 
will be an event that you and your stoker will not want to misslI Mark the 
dates on your calendar—STR'83 will be on October 7-9, 1983* 

Where, you ask, will this spectacular event be held? At no less an 
establishment than the luxurious Callaway Gardens resort. No tents, colleges, 
or quaint little turn-of-the-century hotels for this event—-Callaway Gardens 
is a first class resort with over 2500 acres of beautiful, manicured gardens, 
golf courses, swimming beaches, and much morel I And they have fully reserved 
one of their resort villages just for us and STR'83. 

Lodging will be in their luxury 2-bedroom cabins, which are equipped with 
everything, including the kitchen sink. The banquet Saturday night will be 
at the beautiful Callaway Inn, with all the amenities you can imagine, including 
the finest Southern hospitality you could want. 

Points of interest for the rides include the Little White House, where 
FDR spent his last days of his life, the Warm Springs, which gave FDR so much 
reliev to his Polio ravaged body, Hamilton, a quaint little town where many 
craftsman & artisans offer their wares to folks who venture in, LaGrange, where 
Mr Cason Callaway,tfounder of the Gardens, still has a beautiful estate. And 
of course there is the Gardens themself. The loop through the Gardens, t>y the 
Chapel, the Greenhouse, the Beach, is a tandemist's delightlI 

If you choose to fly in to the Rally, Callaway Gardens is about lj hrs 
from Atlanta's Hartsfield airport (by car, that is). If enough folks come by 
air, we will arrange transportation to and from the Gardens. If you are driving, 
Pine Mountain GA, (mailing address of the Gardens) is located on US highway 27, 
just south of LaGrange or just north of Columbus, GA, in the extreme Southwestern 
portion of the State. 

For an application form and more information, send a SASE to! 

Southern Tandem Rally '83 
c/o Karl Rice - Leslie Stallknecht 
211 Buford Place 
Macon, Georgia 31204 

Karl Rice - Leslie Stallknecht 
chairpersons 

Jack & Susan Goertz 
co-chairpersons 
Ph: 205/ 991-5519 (evenings) Phs 912/ 744-2630 (days) 

912/ 745-5095 (evenings 
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Century Fever - -
Family Style 

"Are we going to  make i t ,  Mommy?'  
"We're  going to  make i t ,  Shel ly ,  PUSH!" 
Such was the of t  repeated conversat ion be
tween the s toker  of  the tandem in f ront  of  me 
and me,  the s toker 's  mom. I  was r iding 
my s ingle  bike with 15 month old Chris t ine 
in a  baby seat  on the rear .  Dave,  my hus
band,  was captain of  the Santana in  f ront  
of  me.  The s toker  was 4 1/2 year  old 
Michel le .  

When we s tar ted cycl ing 2 1/2 
years  ago i t  seemed s imple.  Dad r ides  
alone.  Mom r ides  with the two year  old 
in  the baby seat .  Five mile  r ides  grew 
to f i f teen,  and then to  for ty .  "Next  
summer we ' l l  do a  century,  "  we told each 
other ,  half  in  jes t .  By "next  summer" a  
beaut i ful  complicat ion arose.  Chris t ine was 
born.  Then mom rode with 3 5# Shel ly  in  the 
baby seat ,  and Dad pul led Chris t ine (from age 
two weeks)  s t rapped in  a  car  seat  f i t ted into 
a  Bugger .  So much for  a  century that  summer !  
Not  only did the goal  of  a  century become 
elusive,  but  a lso family cycl ing seemed doomed.  
Shel ly  was get t ing too heavy for  the baby seat ,  
and the Bugger  was f ine for  family r ides  but  
s low and cumbersome for  c lub r ides .  Then 
someone mentioned the magic  words,  Chi ld  
conversion" and our  desire  for  a  tandem was 
born.  

The  ca r s  w i l l  r un  a  f ew  more  ye a r s ,  we  

r a t i on a l i z e d ,  and  we  bough t  a  San t ana  i n s t ead .  

Our  beau t i f u l  m ach ine  a r r i ve d  t he  da y  b e fo r e  

Ch r i s tmas ,  ch i l d  conve r s ion  i n s t a l l ed ,  and  
f am i ly  cyc l i ng  once  aga in  be c a me  a  joy ,  even  on  

c lub  r i de s .  

Our f i rs t  summer with the tandem 
was wonderful .  Shel ly  was a  bi t  f r ightened 
the f i rs t  t ime she circled the block.  She 
held on with white  knuckles ,  her  t iny feet  
capt ives  in  toe c l ips .  In  no t ime she became 
the picture  of  nonchalance.  Now she f l ips  
her  feet  into the toe c l ips  with aplomb,  waves 
a t  passers  by,  and pedals  l ike mad!  Three 
days with Vermont  Bicycle  Touring were 
superb.  "Here comes another  hi l l ,  Shel ly .  
Push!  Help Daddy up the hi l l !"  

Then came September .  LAW 
Century Month.  Could we do i t  with 
the kids? "You're  crazy!" ,  everyone 
told us .  Crazy perhaps,  but  when Shel ly  
caught  century fever ,  and decided that  
she would l ike to  have a  patch,  our  deci
s ion was made.  Oh,  she needed some 
encouragement  a  few t imes during the day,  
^icim' t  we al l .  But  she waved to  the smil ing 
people ,  sang songs to  keep up our  spir i ts ,  
told terr ible  knock-knock jokes,  ,and pedaled 
for  a l l  she was worth.  

Shel ly  loves to  show off  her  century 
patch.  Her  f r iends have no concept  of  what  
i t  means to pedal  100 miles ,  but  she knows.  
She pushed,  and we made i t !  

Valer ie  Spri tke 
123 Brondesbury Place 
Cherry Hil l ,  NJ 08003 

Send V0UBLETALK articles to Drew Knox, 705 W. 27th Street, Wilmington, DE. 19802 ^ 



Grand Canyon To Mexico 

Having spent  ten months on the commit tee  
set t ing up the 1982 Grand Canyon-to-Mex-
ico Bicycle  Tour ,  the day f inal ly  arr ived to 
pack the Assenmacher  tandem and al l  our  
gear  and head north to  the Grand Canyon 
from our  home in  Tuscon.  

Eighty-f ive r iders  f rom eight  dif
ferent  s ta tes  pre-regis tered for  the tour ,  
which encompassed Arizona 's  breath
taking scenery.  Besides  us ,  three other  
tandem teams were present :  Bi l l  and 
Marcia  Porter  f rom Fort  Worth,  Texas,  
on their  custom-bui l t  Bruce Gordon 
touring Machine;  Larry and Judy Lindberg,  
of  Tuscon,  on their  Santana twicer ,  and 
the senior  r iders  on the tour ,  Joe and 
Charlot te  Shields ,  both in  their  s ixt ies ,  
arr ived on their  Laing-recondi t ioned 
Gitane,  a lso from Tuscon,  

After  picking up tour  packs and 
loading the heavy gear  on the bagwagon,  
cycl is ts  were f ree  to  s tar t  a t  their  
le isure .  Most  r iders ,  of  course,  spent  
qui te  a  bi t  of  t ime enjoying the different  view 
views of  the Grand Canyon from the many 
scenic  pul l -offs .  

Having completed our  dut ies  on the 
baggage and welcoming commit tees ,  we 
saddled up a t  the Grand Canyon Vil lage 
and headed for  Cameron,  60 miles  away.  
The f i rs t  25 miles  of  the  road were a  bi t  
narrow,  as  c l imbs and vis tas  played 
p e ek-a-boo with the canyon scenery into 
Deser t  View,  the only faci l i ty  on the way 
to  Cameron.  Most  r iders  took a  wel l -
deserved rest  break there  and joined the 

other  touris ts  for  a  las t  look a t  the canyon.  
The road drops 3,  000 feet  in  e leva

t ion over  the next  32 miles  and the scen
ery changes f rom lush greenery to  barren,  
colorful  Navajo Indian country with only 
occasional  hogans and horses  to  break 
the monotony.  Fif ty  miles  or  more of  
vis ibi l i ty  is  s tandard in  this  par t  of  the 

West .  
We arr ived in Cameron in  just  under  

four  hours .  On this  tour  bikers  have the 
opt ion of  camping,  motel ing,  or  a combin
at ion of  the two.  Having done our  share  of  
camping years  ago,  we decided on "motel  
a l l  the way";  and af ter  seeing the spar tan 
condi t ions for  the campers  in  Cameron 
we did not  regret  our  choice!  

Next  day 's  r ide was f rom Cameron to 
Sunset  Crater  Nat ional  Park or ,  for  the 
motelers ,  on into the c i ty  of  Flagstaff .  
After  a  great  breakfast  a t  the Cameron 
Trading Post ,  we teamed up with the 
Porters  on their  Bruce Gordon tandem, 
exchanging tandem t idbi ts  and s tor ies .  
The fai r ly  easy r iding and s l ight  uphi l l  
changed into a  25 mph headwind and a  
cl imb to 7,  282 f t .  Normally,  this  c l imb 
is  not  too bad (we had done this  par t  of  
the  tour  a  couple  of  years  ago)  but  the 
s t i f f  wind made for  s low progress .  Thank 
goodness  for  the 27" granny gear!  

I t  was a  rel ief  to  arr ive in  the out
skir ts  of  Flagstaff ,  where we loaded up 
on some grpat  pancakes a t  the Vil lage Inn.  
That  night  we s tayed at  the Monte Vista  
Hotel ,  a  unique and old landmark in  the 
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ci ty .  The next  day was to  be our  easy 
day on the tour ,  r iding through 'Flag '  
and on to  Mormon Lake thir ty-some 
miles  away.  

We loaded up on goodies  a t  the Swiss  
bakery before  heading for  the lake country.  
Two hours  la ter  we arr ived at  the Mormon 
Lake Lodge.  The route  passed Lake St .  
Mary with hundreds of  waterfowl,  changing 
fal l  leaves,  and evergreens.  We got  a  
ra ther  unique view of  the local  deer  popula
t ion;  a  large doe headed for  us  f rom the lake 
area,  a t  ful l  s team! We had vis ions of  a  
doe landing in  our  lap and taking over  the 
pedal ing dut ies .  At  the las t  minute ,  she 
turned and ran alongside ou ' r  tandem--30 
feet  away--for  a  ful l  quar ter  mile!  

After  set t l ing into our  cabin a t  the 
lodge,  we headed for  lunch.  Because i t  
had been three days s ince we had showers ,  
the cabins  were soon rented.  We shared 
our  spacious cabin with a  car tographer  
f rom Kansas City and a  psychiatr is t  f rom 
Tuscon.  Our cabin soon became a  revol
ving door  as  campers  passed through to  
use our  shower.  . .  bikies  a lways share!  

A f i f th  tandem team showed up that  
day.  Andy Gilmour,  a  local  Tuscon 
frame bui lder ,  and Chris t ie  Fr iskie ,  his  
s toker ,  had s tar ted the tour  a  day la te  and 
did three days r iding in  two days to  not  
get  cheated out  of  any mileage.  They,  
of  course,  were r iding Andy's  la tes t  
custom tandem, painted a  gorgeous pur
ple  and green.  

The next  morning was cold!  The 
temperature  had dipped to  21 degrees  and 
i t  was t ime for  extra  socks,  wool  cap,  
leg warmers  and extra  T-shir ts .  We 
s tar ted ear ly  as  we had a  couple  of  real  
good c l imbs ahead of  us ,  plus  about  70-
some miles  of  turning our  cranks.  We 
were the f i rs t  ones on the road that  day 
and a lso the f i rs t  to  enjoy the coyotes  

giving us  a  concert  in  s tereo that  nippy 
morning.  While  pedal ing through cat t le  
country,  we saw steam coming from the 
nostr i ls  of  a  huge bul l  s tanding in  one ot  
the f i rs t  shaf ts  of  sunl ight--an impressive 
s ight  which made us  glad he was not  in  
a  fence- jumping mood.  An hour  la ter ,  
a t  the forest  ranger  s ta t ion in  Happy 
Jack,  we were ready to  do something 
about  numb toes  and f ingers .  We spent  
a  half  hour  massaging fr igid digi ts  in
s ide the warm ranger  s ta t ion.  .  .  i t  sure  
fel t  good to  get  some circulat ion and 
feel ing into our  extremit ies  !  

Some of  the  nip was out  of  the  a i r  
by the t ime we headed for  Highway 87 
and the town of  Cl ints  Well .  The general  
s tore  owner  had been warned by CB that  
a  bunch of  b icycl is ts  were on the way.  
Without  any urging he put  on a  couple  
extra  pots  of  coffee to  help accomodate  
The sure-f i re  extra  t rade coming in  on 
that  cool  morning.  We faced one more 
good c l imb before  descending swif t ly  
into the towns of  Pine and Strawberry.  
We lunched in  Strawberry,  not ing that  
three of  the  town's  four  res taurants  
were closed for  the season.  After  a  very 
hear ty  bean soup lunch at  the Strawberry 
Lodge,  we warned the owners  that  about  
e ighty bikies  were sure  to  fol low.  We 
heard la ter  that  the res taurant ' s  food 
was near ly  depleted as  the cycl is ts  
c leaned out  their  larder ;  cool  October  
mornings and hi l l -c l imbing can raise  
a  cycl is t ' s  appet i te .  

That  night  in  Payson the campers  
had the luxury of  a  KOA Campground.  
They also took advantage of  an al l -you-
can-eat  spaghet t i  d inner  for  only $3.75.  
Free tansportat ion was provided by the 
townsfolk between the campground and 
the res taurant  across  town,  e l iminat ing 
the need to  pedal  in  the dark in  a  
s t range town.  A huge sheet  cake for  
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desser t  had been ordered by one of  the  
women on tour  for  her  husband's  bir th
day.  She placed the order  overbthe 
ham radio of  the support  crew.  The 
local  res idents  who had managed to  
squeeze into the res taurant  were 
invi ted to  join in  the bir thday celebra
t ion and share  the cake.  They ' l l  not  
soon forget  the day the cycl is ts  came 
to town,  took over  the res taurant ,  and 
gave a  boost  to  the local  economy.  

On the f i f th  day of  our  journey across  
Arizona,  we headed for  Roosevel t  Dam, a  
most ly  downhil l  and f la t  r ide of  about  70 
miles .  Outside of  Payson on Highway 87 
there  is  an 11-mile  downhil l  that  drops 
2,  000 feet  into Tonto Creek Val ley.  The 
Mazatzal  Mountains  serve as  a  backdrop 
there .  The real  deser t  and the f i rs t  
giant  saguaro cact i  ar ise  majest ical ly  
near  Tonto Creek.  

Then,  on to  Punkin Center ,  another  
uniquely named Arizona town.  Although 
these hamlets  appear  on the s ta te  map,  
most  have a  miniscule  populat ion consis
t ing of  a  couple  of  bui ldings c lustered 

around a  general  s tore .  Typical ly ,  in  
Punkin Center  one can buy s taples ,  gas ,  
orange Punkin Center  T-shir ts ,  pick out  
the kind of  phone you l ike,  order  a  quick 
meal ,  and meet  your  neighbor  who l ives  
around the corner  on the next  ranch,  about  
15 miles  away.  These folks  were qui te  
proud that  las t  year  their  town was pic
tured in  an LAW magazine ar t ic le ,  so 
they have a  sof t  spot  in  their  hear ts  for  
bikies .  

The only way to  Roosevel t  Dam is  
over  14 miles  of  d i r t  road.  Single  bikes  
didn ' t  have too much t rouble  on dir t ,  but  
we had to  take two breaks to  res t  the 
pi lot ' s  aching hands.  The road seemed 
fair ly  wel l  graded.  But  just  when we 

got  used to  i t  a  s ign appeared:  "moun 
tain curves  ahead".  .  .  and only 8  mile  
to  go.  

es  

I t  took us  two hours  to  t raverse  
the 14 miles  of  d i r t .  For  us  i t  was the 
hardest  par t  of  the  tour ,  but  we/  got  
across  without  a  f la t .  In  fact ,  the only 
tandem f la ts  belonged to  Andy Gilmour 
and Chris t ie ,  who barreled through the 
dir t  in  their  typical  racer  fashion.  Al
though this  s t re tch of  road was not  a  
great  pleasure to  r ide,  the scenery was 
s t i l l  incredible .  The deep blue of  the  
huge Roosevel t  Reservoir ,  the deser t ,  
and mountains  formed a  surreal is t ic  
paint ing.  

At  the dam, the dir t  road narrowed 
to a  s ingle  lane where we had to  dismount  
or  r isk being plastered against  a  re ta in
ing wal l  by a  Winnebago,  who insis ted that  
s ince he was bigger  he had the r ight  of  way.  
On the other  s ide of  the  dam we spot ted a  
big black r ibbon of  asphal t .  Never  knew 
that  pavement  could look that  good!  We 
headed for  Poosevel t  Lake Lodge and 
clean-up t ime for  the tandem, which 
was covered with dust  l ike a  greying 
ghost .  Ahead of  us  lay the longest  and 
hardest  day of  the tour .  

[To be cont inued next  issue.  ]  

Rudy & Kay VanRenterghem 
21 Cal le  Tioga 
Tuscon,  Arizona 85704 

The 1983 Grand Canyon to Mexico 
Tour  is  now already in the planning 
s tages ,  and if  anyone wishes to  be 
put  on the mai l ing l is t  for  a  wel l -
remembered tour ,  wri te :  

c / o  R o b e r t  D o r s e y ,  C h a i r m a n  
1017 N.  Firs t  Ave.  
Tucson,  AZ 85719 
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is 
Editor  Drew Knox,  705 W. 27th St .  Wilmington,  De 19802 
Secretary Peter  Hutchison,  R.  D.  1 ,  Box 276,  Esperance,  NY 12066 
Treasurer  Malcolm & Jean Smith,  84 Durand Dr. ,  Rochester ,  NY 14622 

Area Representat ives  

Cal i fornia ,  Arizona,  New Mexico 
John & Donna Goodloe,  456 Si lvery Lane,  El  Cajon,  CA 92020 

Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  I l l inois  
Deborah & Stewart  Prather ,  2873 Regan Ave.  ,  Louisvi l le ,  KY 40206 

Massachuset ts ,  Maine,  Rhode Is land,  Canada 
Bil l  & Clairbourne Dawes,  55 Hosmer Road,  Concord,  MA 01742 

Washington,  Oregon,  Hawaii ,  Idaho,  Colorado 
Bob Freeman,  326 31st  Ave.  ,  Seat t le ,  WA 98122 

Iowa,  Michigan,  Montana,  Minnesota  
Bruce & Becky Perry,  2652 W. 34th St . ,  Davenport ,  IA 52806 

Missouri ,  Kansas ,  Nebraska,  Louis iana,  Oklahoma,  Texas,  NC, Georgia ,  Flor ida,  Ala 
Steve & Karolyn Reker ,  1636 Chris ty  Court ,  St .  Charles ,  MO 63301 

Delaware,  Pennsylvania ,  New Jersey 
Bil l  Bai ley,  2207 Lower Lane,  Arden,  DE 19810 

Virginia ,  Maryland,  W. VA. ,  D.  C.  
Scot t  & Sharon Richie ,  3235 Pat terson Ave.  ,  Richmond,  VA 23221 

New Jersey,  New York,  Connect icut  We need a  volunteer!  

$8.00 for  individual  or  tandem team membership (5 issues) .  
Doubletalk is  published in March,  May,  July,  Sept . ,  & Nov.  
and a subscript ion is  included w. TCA membership.  

Are back in stock and available through the t reasurer .  
Send checks for  $3 @ payable to Tandem Club of  America.  

Please f i l l  out  the applicat ion below and mail  with check 
for  $8.00 payable to Tandem Club of  America to  our 
t reasurers ,  Mai & Jean Smith.  

TCA Membership 

Address 

City & State 

To A e n e u )  y o u A  A u b A c A l p t l o n  t o  
V o u b l e t a l k ,  p l e a s e .  A Q . n d  a n  $ 8  
c h e c f e  p a y a b l e ,  t o  " T a n d e . m  C l u b  
o A m e A l e a "  t o  M a l  8  J e a n  S m i t h ,  
T C A  t A e . a A u A Q . A A ,  8 4  V u A a n d  V A i v e . ,  
RocheAteA, N.V. 14622. 

Dues 

TCA Patches 

Membership 

Name (s)  
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