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E D I T O R I A L  

Our -first issue (July, 1984) 
was so much -fun, Susan and I are 
willing to tackle another one. 
While we were putting together that 
issue, we learned a bit about the 
United States Postal Service. For 
example, to get a newsletter, such 
as DoubleTalk. -from Birmingham, AL, 
to Esperance, NY, wherever that is 
(Sorry, Peter, but I can't -find 
Esperance on any map in this 
house!) takes about 17 calendar 
days, when mailed Third Class (Bulk 
Rate) just be-fore a major holiday. 
We mailed the July issue on July 
2nd, and our members in Atlanta, 
OA, 151 miles away, got their issue 
on July 17! Drew, we take back 
everything we ever thought about 
you and the poor delivery we were 
getting. We now understand! Susan 
and I are exploring alternate ways 
o-f speeding up delivery, such as 
trying to attain a Second Class 
permit, such as Bicycle USA has. 
The waiting time after applying -for 
such a permit can take up to six 
months, so don't expect miracles i-f 
we opt -for this. Another options 
would be to go First Class, but at 
37£ per issue, that would require a 
dues increase, so we believe that 
we should explore other options. 
Let us hear your ideas on the sub
ject. In the meantime, we are 
moving our publication date -for— 
ward, and with it our mailing date. 
This issue is being mailed in mid-
August, which should put it in your 
hands early in September. 

Tandems are certainly in the 
major bicycle—oriented magazines 
these days. Bicycle Sport Maga
zine, a -fairly new magazine based 
in Torrance, CA, recently ran a 
pair o-f articles on Tandemming. In 

them, they mentioned how to get 
started tandemming, and they men
tioned the Tandem Club of America 

and the Twin Cities Tandem Club 
(MN), as well as gave a mention of 
the three major Tandems Only 
rallies. Perhaps this mention, and 
others, will give our sport and our 
club a much needed boost. Also, 
Susan and I just received our copy 
of the BikeReport, the bi-monthly 
publication of the BikeCentennial 
(Missoula, MT) organization. In 
it, TCA member Sharon Dickerson, of 
Pismo Beach, CA, gives her views on 
"TOURING TIMES TWO", a very good 
article for someone who has never 
travelled by tandem, but is contem
plating doing so in the future. 
While you may not agree with every
thing in the article, (or for that 
matter in any article about tan
dems), I don't believe you will go 
too far wrong following Sharon's 
advice. Thanks, Sharon, for a 
well-written article. As these 
publications are copyrighted, I 
can't reproduce any of the arti
cles, so you will just have to find 
your own copies. 

Do you have something to con
tribute? Send it to us. We wel
come your articles and contribu
tions. The editorial deadline for 
the next issue is October 1 (for 
the November issue). Our address 
is on the bottom of every page. 

Susan and I want to offer a 
challenge to all tandemists: We 
know that there are over 3,OOO 
tandems out there, sold over just 
the last 10 years. Yet only about 
325 of these tandem owners are TCA 
members. If each of you can get 
just one new couple to join TCA, 
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pushing our membership over 600 
(actually, we'll give some o-f you a 
break — just make it to 500 paid 
memberships, and we will expand the 
publishing schedule of DoubleTalk 
to bi—Monthly! What do you say? 
Let's get out there and recruit 

one new tandem team each! 

"TO 

Dear DoubleTalk, 

Enjoyed the last issue o-f 
DoubleTalk. I have all (or almost 
all) the issues since 1978. Are 
you or anyone else interested in 
having them? I could mail them to 
whomever wants them or I could take 
them to the Southern Rally. I am 
planning on attending. 

How great is your need -for 
material? I just -found my comments 
on a group tour of Europe from the 
past... 

Mr. S< Mrs. David Gowen 
12 Indian Rock Rd. 
Warren, NJ 07060 

Dear David, 

DoubleTalk welcomes any and 
all contributions, including let
ters and "How—To" articles. Please 
mail any contributions to us at the 
address on the bottom of each page. 
If it fits, we'll print it. 

-Editors 

Dear DoubleTalk, 

Received the July issue of 
"DoubleTalk" yesterday and was glad 
to see that TCA still had a news
letter. Appreciated the editorial 
comments, especially with reference 
to the regionalism. 

We have provided TCA, through 
Drew Knox, with our TCTC (Twin 
Cities' Tandem Club) newsletters 
for the last three years and have 
included information about TCA in 
every issue. We make the same 
offer to you that we made to Drew 
and that is that you can feel free 
to use whatever material you'd like 
from our newsletter, we only ask 
that TCTC be credited. 

Sara St Doug Lai rd 
Minneapolis, MN 

Dear Sar a St Doug, 

Thanks for your kind remarks 
and generous offer. Only through 
contributions from TCA members can 
we attain and maintain a truly 
national representation of our mem
bers. As a challenge to TCTC, read 
our editorial. Remember, if TCA 
reaches 500 paid members, we 
promise to make DoubleTalk a bi-
monthly! 

SUPERMAN Is 

MY STOKER 

I go riding with Superman on 
Sunday mornings. 

Cleverly disguised as mild-
mannered Brian Corbett on weekdays, 
the seven-year —old caped crusader 
stands 47 inches tall and weighs 
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48 pounds. But when he's called to 
action on Sunday mornings as my 
stoker, he dons his cape and vest 
with the big red "S" emblazoned on 
the -front and proclaims, "I'm 
Superman! " 

And how can I possibly argue? 
Not only do we -fight together for 
truth, justice, and the American 
way, but we also seem to sail up 
even the steepest grades in a sin
gle bound. 

If the pace begins to drag, I 
yell. "Hey, Superman, we need more 
steam, how about it?" Then we fly 
like a speeding bullet! 

Sometimes, though, I hear, 
"Dad, there must be some Kryptonite 
around." I know then that I have 
to pedal harder, until Superman 
says, "I think we're pulling away 
from it." 

Superman doesn't ride tandem 
with just anybody. But with some 
special effort, the right modifica
tions, and the right kind of en
couragement, any kid can be a 
superhero. 

Our Gitane tandem came to us 
with a 22/19 inch mixte frame and 
its original steel components. Su
perman has long legs for his 
height, so I'd hoped that by put
ting the seat all the way down and 
installing some blocks on the pe
dals we'd be able to fly right 
away. We had no such luck, though. 

But you can't be Superman's 
Dad if you let little obstacles 
like that get in your way. 

Two things were clear. The 
seat had to be lower and the crank-
arms shorter. The seat came down 
onto the twin lateral mixte bars, 
held in place by a specially rigged 

seat post clamp attached to the 
bars. A six—inch section of half-
inch pipe made a sturdy seatpost 
that fit the clamps at both ends. 
Moving the seat slightly forward 
like this didn't bother Superman's 
leg position because he has short 
thighs compared to the adult riders 
the bike was designed for. 

Superman's Granddad helped 
shorten the 170mm steel crankarms 
to 120mm. A retired machinist/wel-
der friend of his cut and welded 
them. so they'd fit Superman's 
1 egs. 

The finishing touch in our 
special superhero modifications was 
to cut a block of high density foam 
to fit over the unused seat tube 
top to protect the Caped Crusader 
if he bounced, as even super sto
kers sometimes do. 

Even a man of steel doesn't 
like to push heavy steel components 
around, so they've gradually been 
replaced. Only the shortened ^teel 
crankarms now remain. As a result, 
we've been riding farther and far
ther from home, and have been lea
ders for a scheduled ride of our 
club, the Tucson Chapter of the 
Greater Arizona Bicycling Associa-
ti on. 

Even though our rides have 
gotten longer, they're still not 
intended to build a little man of 
steel. Our emphasis has been on 
Superman learning, and on touring 
— enjoying the many interesting 
sights in and around the Tucson 
area at a moderate pace. We've 
seen Tucson's century old barrios, 
Green Valley's pecan groves, Mara— 
na's cotton fields and airport 
(with it's scores of retired air

planes), and the tall cottonwoods 
in hilly Sabino Canyon Recreation 
Area. 
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We've cycled through the Sono-
ran Desert beauty of Tucson Moun
tain Park and Saguaro National 
Monument, visited the world 
renowned Arizona-Sonora Desert Mu
seum, and ridden past the 200-year 
old "White Dove of the Desert" 
the historic Mission San Xavier Del 
Bac. 

In the process Superman and I 
have grown a lot closer than we 
were. I surely wouldn't trade him 
for any other tandem partner. Af
ter all, how many tandem captains 
can claim, "Superman is mv 
stoker!"7 

Richard E. Corbett 
Tucson, Arizona 

F I T T I N G  
SOLAR 

tm I recently purchased Cat-
Eye Solar Cyclocomputer unit for 
?h! Iandfm" You've probably seen 
the advertisements—these units 
everything from waking you up 

morning (They really will1) 
telling you how fast you are going 
and how fast your feet are spin
ning, i.e., your cadence. While 
nese units are a modern miracle in 

Cateye never 
thought anyone would try to mount 
, °n * tandem. Evidently 
tinder bi=Vcli3t. do not think 
tandems are worthy vehicles, 
something. 

do 
i n 
to 

or 

the mTherf 15 no Problem mounting 
the magnetic pickup for the speedo-
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meter and cyclometer functions. 
The clamp just fits around the 
oversized fork blades most builders 
use these days, without any shims. 

course, the magnet for the wheel 
(which Cateye used to replace the 
ring on their earlier models) just 
clips to two adjacent spokes on the 
front wheel. Again, no problem! A 
different story, though, when vou 
try to mount the pickup for the 
cadence tachometer. This pickup is 
intended to mount on the right-hand 
chainstay on a single bike. Ob
viously it won't fit around the 
oval boob tube on most tandems, and 
to make matters worse, Cateye did 
not provide a lead long enough to 
reach the chainstays. Something 
about that extra 26" from the front 
bottom bracket to the rear bottom 
bracket just wasn't planned for. 
No way that the lead provided would 
reach. 

Don't despair for long! If 
you possess a flat file, a small 
electric drill, and a trashed—out 
front derailleur, you can make a 
custom mount which will solve your 
problem. Your only expense may be 
for an 8-32 tap. 

1 started with an old front 
der11eur of the type commonly 
used on inexpensive single bikes 
and expensive tandems—the SunTour 
Spirt. I drilled out the rivets 
holding the parallel shifting 
plates to the alloy seat tube 
clamp. Throw away the shifting 
mechanism, but save the clamp. 
This clamp needs only a little work 
to make it into a custom mounting 
bracket for the pickup. 

^ Tiled a flat onto the clamp, 
on the side where the shifting 
mechanism was, parallel to the seat 
tube axis. This flat area should 
be about 7/16" from the inner edge 
of the clamp, where the seat tube 
will be. If necessary, I could 
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have enlarged the area with either 
liquid aluminum or some type of 
epoxy. Once I had the proper sized 
-flat, I drilled and tapped a #8—32 
hole in the mounting boss, perpen
dicular to the seat tube axis, 
this hole went completely through 
the clamp, so I had to be careful 
when I put the screw into it. I 
didn t want to ding my seat tube. 
I mounted the cadence pickup on 
this clamp, and then rotated the 
clamp about the seat tube until it 
was the proper distance from my 

crank arm. I used the left 
crankarm, rather than the right 
one, because (1), the unit doesn't 
care which arm is used, and (2) the 
*®ft side has no chain to knock the 
unit askew should the chain come 
unshipped. 

This unit looks great, works 
great, and many people have asked 
where they can get a custom clamp 
"for their tandem. Good luck! 

Ray Torresdal 
Davenport, IA 

ING THE BATT 

Ok, what is a BATT? 

Picture a custom all—terrain 
bicycle, more commonly referred to 
as a mountain bike. Now picture a 
sleek, hand-crafted tandem. Next, 
mix up the two bicycles, add a 
generous dab of custom frame buil
der Glenn Berry's talents, and 
there you've got its the BATT (Ber
ry All-Terrain Tandem). 

We are known as the local 
tandem fanatics, so Tucson frame 
builder Glenn Berry popped us an 
unusual but logical question: "How 
would you two like to test ride a 
mountain tandem and give me your 
opinions on it?" 

Never ones to turn down an 
opportunity to test something new 
and wonderful, we accepted. How
ever, in order to thoroughly ,test 
the BATT, we had to enlist the aid 
of our son, Kevin, an off—road and 
desert trai1 riding bicycle enthu— 
siast. 

The first view of the BATT was 
impressive: there it stood, short 
and compact, with oversized Rey
nolds 531 tandem tubing, sporting 
six water bottle cages brazed to 
its frame, with parallel laterals 
and dropped top tubes, 26-inch 
alloy wheels, hefty 1.75 Tri-Cross 
tries, gleaming with alloy compo
nents and a glossy black paint job 
with gold airbrushed lugs, and, lo 
and behold, a double desert scene 
mini—mural on the massive boob 
tube...a typical artistic touch by 
renown Tucson frame painter Ron 
Cipriani. 

An impressive piece of equip
ment., but could it perform 
adequately? We decided to break 
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the testing of the BATT into two 
phases: off-road and on-road 

tests. 

O-F-f the Road 

For this segment o-F the test, 
Kevin was elected as the ^"1 
choice -For captaining the BATT witn 
me? Rudy, delegated as stoker 
Kevin is an enthusiastic 

ale and also has some tandem rider ana c*A=> , , _ T 07c, 
experience dating oacx to the 19^ 
TOSRV 210-mile ride e 
Mother's Day Weekend in Ohio). 

Kevin admitted to having some 

misgivings about our 
surviving on his normal six mii 
rit loop OT packed loose an 
sometimes deep sand, whoop-de doos 
and fast curving trails and dp 
ruts. To keep peace \ 
family, he was willing to try it, 
but only if we omitted the roughest 
part of his desert loop, as 
figured there was no way any in 
of tandem would get throug 

mess. 

0ff we went from a smooth 
paved road onto a moderately sandy 
trai1. Nothing difficult there 
£w onto a stretch of dard-pachod 
sand where the BATT moved out like 
a racing tandem on smoothpavement 
We then headed for something a bit 
more challenging: a twisting, tu 
ning, rutted runners trai1 " 
some very sandy dry washes thrown 
in for pood measure. Now Kevin was 
really in his element while 1 hu g 
on. supplying power from the rear 
seat. At times, I lost »V^oah 
off the pedals, out only 
enough to miss one revolution 
the cranks. By now both Kevin and 
I were laughing and having a bal1, 
because we knew we were pedaling a 
true off-road bicycle built 

two. 

After a brief water break and 
„ k'pvin felt that maybe, discussion, Kevin rex 

just maybe,, the BATT might be able 
to handle the meet difficult part 
of the test loop after all. 

Off we went, onto a short 

Piece of pavement and then down a 
steep dirt and rutted embankment 
onto a weed choked and barely visi_ 

bie 

for lorn hanging tranches 

close encounter, with 
cactus and other typical thorny 

„+ desert vegetation, specimens or oeseru , 
,,n a few surprised rabbits, scaring up a tew 

Kevin's expert handling kept us on 

the narrow trail-

Calls for "coast" for some 
fast dios and "stomp it" to get up 
thf other side of the dip -re 
voiced by the pilot of the fa 
tired steed. Sand was getting 
deeper and after one Par^U^^ 
hairy and speedy twist in t 
we bogged the BATT down. Thanks t 
some of Kevin's fancy footwork 
managed to keep the brand-new BAT 

upright. 

By now the pilot had iost all 
his misgivings about the 
having a tough time and 
"Hell my single won t go 
hrif of this stuff without -
havioo to put my test down or 
haying to pick myself up from the 
ground." -nt.nued on th^no 
more visible trail, 
through a small stretch of <^av^ 
swerving aroung an ol and 

fence, missing more cact^ 
trees, all the while torguing awa^ 
on this double all-terrain 
tired creation. 

After our test ride, we ana-
lv-ed the what and why-fors of t 
ly^ea tr following 
BATT and came to tne 
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consensus: The BATT is indeed a 
true o-ff-road tandem. It is a 
great advantage to have a second 
pair of legs powering the rear 
wheel in difficult situations that 
would bog a single bike down. The 
stoker must stay seated as much as 
possible but at times you do get 
airborne involuntarily. Pedals 
must be in phase to avoid bottoming 
out over big bumps. We felt that 

the BATT could handle most situa
tions with the exception of a hea
vily rock or boulder strewn trail 
and some of the deeper and steeper 
in—and—out gullies where the cl
inch wheelbase would be a disadvan
tage. 

Pilot Kevin explained that the 
handling was as good and as quick 
as his Berry single fat-tired 
flier, and that the BATT also ex
celled in slow-speed handling 
around obstacles. This indeed is a 
true off—road machine...but being a 
tandem, it was twice the fun! 

To be continued ... stay tuned for 
the On-Road Test of the BATT!! 

Rudy & Kay Van Renterghem 
Tucson, Arizona 

L A K E  S U P E R I O R  T I M E  

TR I <^»L_ 

TCA Members Lon Haldeman and 
his wife, Susan Notorangelo-
Haldeman, have postponed their at
tempt to circle Lake Superior in 
less than three days. Originally, 
Lon and Susan had planned on 
leaving Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan 
on June 16th and circle Lake 
S u p e r i o r  i n  a  c o u n t e r c l o c k w i s e  d i 
rection, covering o50+ miles per 

TANDEMS In Stock 

A® ^ 
Double 
Diamond 

HEAD SET 
BARS 
FRONT STEM 
REAR STEM 
SEAT 
SEAT POSTS 
PEDALS 
TOE CLIPS 
TOE STRAPS 
F ULRAILLEUR 
R DERAJLLEUR 
CONTROLS 
CRANSET 
BOTTOM BRACKET 
FREEWHEEL 
CHAINS 
HUBS 
SPOKES 
RIMS 
TIRES 
TUBES 
BRAKES 
PADS 
LEVERS 
REAR LEVERS 
PUMP 
BOTTLE CAGES 
BOTTLES 
FENDERS 

DOUBLE DIAMOND 
DIRECT INTERNAL 
MARATHON 

Direct 
TANDEM ?ACAAO« 

Specialized ANoy 
Avocel T1 
SR Laprede 
Sfl SP100 
Chrlalopha 
Chtialophe 
Mount och 
Mountech GT 
Suntoui VX 
Sugino AT 
Sugmo AT 
Suntoui 6 IP 
Sedla 
Suzue Tandem 48 
DT Zinc 14g 
Super Champion -5 
Specialized 27" 
Schradar 
Matac Cantilever 
Malhauaar Fmnad 
Matac 2000 
Dw-Compa Stokar 
Painted Zatal 

$1795 
$1670 
$1895 

Specialized Steel 
Specialized Alloy 
Specialized S1 
Specialized Alloy 
Avocet T1 
SR Laprede 
SR SP100 
Chriaiophe 
Ctujalophe 
Mountech 
Huret Ecoper 
Sun tour Bar-End 
Sugino AT 
SuQlno AT 
Suntour 6 ap 
Sedre 
PhD Wood 48 
Dt Zinc 14g. 
Super Champion -51 
Specialized 27" 
Schrader 
Malaf Cantilever 
Melheuser Finned 
Suntoui Superbe 
DieCompe Stoker 
Painted Zelai 
2 Blackburn 
2 SpeciaHzadlR&E 
Pamtad Eage 

$1995 
$2070 
$2095 

extraommnajre 

Campagnoto R 
CinaMi 
CtneXi 
Specialized Alloy 
Concor America 
Campagnoio S R. 
Campagnolo R. 
Specialized 
Spec Extra 
Hurat Duopar 
Hurat Duopar 
Hural DT 
Sugino AT 
Phil Wood Sealed 
Suntour NW 8 «P 
Sedteport 
PhU Wood 48 
DT Stainless 14g. 
Super Champion -58 
Specialized 27" 
Presta 
Shlmano Cantilever 
Malhausar Finned 
Campagnolo R 
Dta-Compe Stokar 
Painted Zalal 
4 Blackburn 
4 Spaciakzad/R&E 
Pamtad Esge 

$2495 
$2570 
$2595 

FRAME ONLY: DOUBLE 0IAMOMO41SM; DffECT NfTBB4AL-ai47tt; MARATHON414M. 

CUSTOM FRAME: ADD $100 PLUS ALL OPTIONAL BRAZE-ONS 

For the DELUXE PACKAGE Sun
tour Bar end Shifters. $16.95. 
Suntour Sealed Bottom Bracket. 
$9t 00 

For ALL PACKAGES. 
Phil Wood Disc Brake 
with thumb control. 
$21000 

For me SUPER 
PACKAGE: Suntour 

Bracket. $91 00 Phil 
Wood Sealed Bottom 
Bracket. $148 00. 
Campagnolo Record 
Pedals. $99.00 

For the EXTRAOR 
DINAIRE PACKAGE 
Campagnoto Tandem 
Triple Crank. $260.00: 
Campagnoto Front 
Quick F 
$1595 

^ Ivd le wkfijels 
u>itW ^ 2 ytur 

varr&»>*<] 

A 
C Y C L E S  Angel Rodriguez 

5627 University Way EL • Seattle. Washington USA 98105 • (206)527-4822 
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day. However, Lon and Susan, after 
taking a long hard look at their 
rather full schedule for Summer, 
19S4, deciding that something had 
to go. The Lake Superior Time 
Trail was one of several events 
that was dropped. Haldeman and 
Notorangelo-Haldeman are consider
ing making the record attempt in 
the future, possibly in 1985. We 
wish them luck. 

TREASURER"S REPORT 
1/1/S4 — 7/1/S4 

Balance January 198« $1927.04 

Incoie 
83 Hesfcerships 3*8.00 
22 Patches 3*3.00 

7 Reprints 3*0.25 
Extra tor 1st Class 
interest Earned 

Expenses 
Printing DoubleTalk 
Postage 
Telephone 

Balance June 30. 1984 

$704.00 
66.00 

1.75 
5.00 

45.44 

$900.00 
132.93 
10.00 

$822.19 

$1042.93 

$1706.30 

Nal i Jean Ssith 
Rochester. NY 

CLASSIFIEOS 

FOR SALEs Bob Jackson Tandem, 24 x 
22 Mens/Mens. Only 37 pounds. TA 
Crossover Cranks, 52/44, w/14—34 
ProCompe FW. Campy 36 hubs and 
SuperChampion rims. Mafac Canti
levers w/Scott-Mathauser pads. 
SunTour VGT Rear Derailleur/Huret 
Front Derailleur. Campy DT shift 
levers. Cinelli HB stem. 
$1600/best offer. Jim-n-Judi 
VanScott. (313)—268—4029. 

WANTED; Volunteer artist(s) to 
prepare sketches, cartoons, and 
i1lustrations for DoubleTalk. Edi
tors are tired of seeing only 
words. Send all contributions to 
Jack & Susan Goertz, Rte 19, Box 
248, Birmingham, AL 35244. 

Advertising rates available upon 
reguest. Send a SASE to the Edi
tors. (Classifieds free to TCA 
members.) 

COMING ATTRACTIONS 

In case you want to know what 
to expect in the future issues of 
DoubleTalk. our (planned) editorial 
calendar looks something like this: 

November Issue: Conclusion of 
the BATT road test...more letters 
to DoubleTalk..-touring articles 
(Northwestern members of TCA are 
especially invited to contri
bute) ....and more!!! November 
deadline for contributions is OCTO
BER 1, 1984! 

March Issue: 
Rallies (all three, 
the Midwestern, and 
send us your arti 
articles (Midwestern 
TCA members are sel 
issue)...and more!!! 
line for contributi 
1, 1985! 

Wrap up of the 
the Eastern, 
the Southern— 
c1es)...touring 
8< Southeastern 
ected for this 

March dead— 
ons is February 

May Issue: History of the 
Rallies (Help is needed from the 
founders of the Eastern Rallies I 
have the histories already of the 
Midwestern and the Southern Ral -
1ies)...first information on the 
1985 Ral1ies...and more!!! May 
deadline for contributions is April 
1, 1985! 
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Dues 

TCft Patches 

fteabership 

g i n * * *  c .  

$8 00 4or individual or tandt. '*MJ 4 Sov" 
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^^XU-andeeCluhot-,.. 
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TCA Membership 
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City & State 

. a-hose Funny num-
wonder about th address 
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. ,o it shows the . 50 
abelr tL =, inscription-
-emaininq in V°ur s t pOW 

don't get dropped, w* 
o to a good downhill __ :ominq to a — 

mJ- . .1 « r 1 

Zip 

to 

Ever 
bers 
label9 

new vour subscription^ 
To renew ase send an ^ 
DoubleTalk, P tQ "Tandem TCft 

check Pa^ab*al & Jean Smxtlh^rive, 
Anenca" to Mai ̂  Durand Dri 
Treasurers, l4622-

Rochester, ~~-~T~Z~ 35244 
Rir#inQha»< 

T RtP. 19, Box 


