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DEADLINE EOR THE NOVEMBER—DECEMBER 

I S S U E  I S  O C T O B E R  I S ,  

FROM THE EDITOR 

R a l l y  s e a s o n  i s  a l m o s t  o v e r  ( I  t h i n k ) .  
H o w e v e r .  o u r  T L A  C a l e n d a r  k e e p s  g r o w i n g ,  
w i t h  a t  l e a s t  5  n e w  e v e n t s  a d d e d  - f o r  t h i s  
i s s u e .  T a k e  a  m o m e n t  a n d  c h e c k  i t  o u t .  
T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  t i m e  t o  m a k e  m o s t  o f  t h e m .  
I T  i t ' s  g e t t i n g  c l o s e ,  c a l l  t h e  o r g a n i z e r ,  
i h e r e  s t i l l  m a y  b e  r o o m  f o r  y o u .  E v e n t  
o r g a n i z e r s ,  s e n d  y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  
D o u b  1  e T a l  k  a t  l e a s t  3  m o n t h s  a h e a d  o f  t i m e  
( a  y e a r  w o u l d  b e  n i c e )  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
t i m e  t o  m a k e  i t  i n t o  a t  l e a s t  o n e  i s s u e  o f  
D  o  u  b  1  e  T  a  1  k . .  T h a t  w a y ,  y o u  c a n  r e a c h  t h e  
m o s t  p e o p l e ,  a l l  o f  w h o m  a r e  p o t e n t i a l  
a t t e n d e e s !  R e m e m b e r ,  t h e  l i s t i n g  i s  f r e e ,  
a n d  i t  w i l l  r u n  u n t i l  y o u r  e v e n t  i s  o v e r !  

T h i s  m o n t h  T C A  i s  p r o u d  t o  w e l c o m e  a  n e w  
S e c r e t a r y .  L a u r a  M a p p i n ,  f r o m  E u g e n e ,  
O r e g o n .  L a u r a  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t a n d e m s  
o n  a  t o u r  s h e  l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  S a n  J u a n  
I s l a n d s  ( W a s h i n g t o n  S t a t e )  i n  1 9 8 3 .  O n  
t h a t  t o u r ,  s h e  s a w  t h e  g o o d  a n d  t h e  b a d ,  
a s  t h e  t h r e e  t a n d e m  t e a m s  h a d  j u s t  a b o u t  
e v e r y  m i n o r  m i  s c o n v e n i e n c e  t h a t  c o u l d  
h a p p e n ,  b u t  w h e n  e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  w o r k i n g  
j u s t  r i g h t  T o  s a y  i t  w a s  l o v e  a t  
f i r s t  s i g h t ,  w e l l ,  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  a  t e l l i n g  
a  l i e .  L a t e r ,  a f t e r  s h e  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  
J i m  L  o  c  n i k  a  r  ( t h e n  f i a n c e )  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a  
b i c y c l e  t r i p  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  ( o n  s o l o s ,  
n o t  a  t a n d e m ) ,  t h e y  s u f f e r e d  a  c a s e  o f  
" t a n d e m i t i s " ,  a n d  p u r c h a s e d  a  n e w  t a n d e m .  
I t  s  b e e n  a l l  d o w n h i l l s  a n d  t a i l w i n d s  
s i n c e .  L a u r a  a n d  J i m  h e l p e d  w i t h  t h e  
p l a n n i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  N o r t h w e s t  T a n d e m  
R a l l y  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  e v e n  
m o r e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  s e c o n d  N o r t h w e s t  
T a n d e m  R a l l y ,  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o v e r  t h e  

M e m o r i a l  D a y  w e e k e n d  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  t o w n  o f  
E u g e n e ,  O R .  I  m i g h t  a d d  t h a t  L a u r a  w a s  
o n e  o f  m a n y  w h o  v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  h e l p  t h e  
T  u  A .  i  j u s t  w i s h  t h e y  a l l  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
s e l e c t e d .  P e r h a p s  e v e r y o n e ' s  e n t h u s i a s m  
w i L  c a r r y  o v e r  u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  
v 5 c. ci n c v • 

W i t h  a  n e w  s e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  m a n y  n e w  n a m e s  
o n  t h e  a r e a  r a p s  l i s t ,  p e r h a p s  i t  i s  a p ­
p r o p r i a t e  t o  g o  o v e r  w h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  
p o s i t i o n s  a c t u a l l y  i s  r e s o o n s i b l e  f o r .  

A R E A  R E P S :  T h e s e  d e d i c a t e d  
s e r v e  a s  a  r e g i o n a l  c l e a r i n g  

v o l u n t e e r s  
h o u s e  f o r  

t a n d e m  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e y  d o  a  b i t  o f  
r e c r u i t i n g ,  a n d  t h e y  t r y  t o  r e a c h  e a c h  
t a n d e m i s t  i n  t h e i r  a r e a .  W i t h  s o m e  a s s i s -
t a n c e  f r o m  e a c h  o f  y o u ,  t h e s e  p e o p l e  c a n  
s e r v e  a s  a  c l e a r i n g  h o u s e  f o r  t a n d e m  
e v e n t s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
w e e k e n d  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  s e l e c t  f o r  y o u r  
e v e n t  i s n ' t  t h e  s a m e  w e e k e n d  a s  a n o t h e r  
t a n d e m s  o n l y  e v e n t  j u s t  5 0  m i l e s  a w a y .  O f  
c o u r s e ,  t h e y  w o n ' t ,  k n o w  t h i s  i t  y o u  d o n ' t  
t e l l  t h e m .  E a c h  a r e a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
s h o u l d  h a v e  a  g o o d  s u p p l y  o f  m e m b e r s h i p  
b r o c h u r e s ,  a n d  w i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  s e n d  o n e  t o  
a n y o n e  n e e d i n g  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  w o r d .  W h e n  
y o u  h a v e  c o n f i r m e d  a  d a t e  f o r  y o u r  e v e n t ,  
p l e a s e  l e t  D o u b 1 e T a l k  k n o w ,  t o o ,  s o  i t  c a n  
b e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  c a l e n d a r .  

GRAPHICS DESI6NER: S t e v e  R e k e r  h a s  b e e n  
s u p p l y i n g  m a n y  o f  t h e  g r a p h i c s  y o u  s e e  i n  
e a c h  i s s u e .  H e  d e s i g n e d  t h e  c o v e r ,  b o t h  
f r o n t  a n d  r e a r ,  a n d  i s  a l w a y s  s u p p l y i n g  u s  
w i t h  m o r e  a r t  w o r k  t o  u s e .  G o t  a n  i d e a  
f o r  a  g o o d  g r a p h i c ,  b u t  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  t o  
p u t  i t  t o g e t h e r ?  C o n t a c t  S t e v e  f o r  s o m e  
g o o d  s u g g e s t i o n s .  
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TREASURER! For the past ten years, Mai t< 
Jean Smith have served the TCA faithfully, 
kseptng track of each of your dues, and 
diligently trying to keep the numerous 
editors over the last decade under budget. 
It's been trying, but Mai and Jean have 
managed to keep the TCA afloat. Send your 
memberships, renewals, and dues to Mai & 
Jean. They need them by the end of the 
month that you received your DoubleTalk, 
just to ensure you don't miss an issue. 
They also keep a supply of patches on hand 
(Do you have yours, yet?) and will be glad 
to sell you one. The cost is only $4.00. 

SECRETARY; This person is the person whom 
outside organizations should be contacting 
to find out more about the Tandem Club of 
America, what it does, and what its about. 
The secretary may not have all the an­
swers, but should at least know all the 
right places to go to find the proper 
answers. Contact Laura if you have 
general questions about the Tandem Club. 

the 
- i 

EDITOR: Susan arid 1 have perhaps 
easiest job of all. We get to see aii 
your good articles first, and then it gets 
difficu)t--we have to decide what to run 
this month! Some things must be in, in 
order to be timely, other things should be 
in, if there's rood, and then some arti­
cles just take a little bit of time to put 
in an edited form. Yes, we actually do 
review and edit each article. What's that 
mean to you? Don't worry about how the 
article flows. 8o ahead and submit it. 
and we'll edit it to fit. We might make a 
few grammatical errors, and my computer 
sometimes can't spell, but we will help 
you with your article. Just keep sending 
them, and don't be 
eral issues go by 
seen it. We also 
labels' list, from 
from Mai and Jean, 
tions should be sent 

discouraged if it Sev­
an cl you still haven ' t 
maintain the mailing 
information sent to us 

All address correc-
tO U5. 

advertising and dealer member ships. Your 
local shop not a dealer member? Have them 
drop us a line and ask for the Dealer 
Information Packet. 

A quick summary (you may want to clip 
this, with the front page, and keep it 
next to your desk. Then you'll know who 
to contact for what): 

AREA REPS: Local tandem 
local recruiters for TCA 

information; 

GRAPHICS DESI6NER: Artwork Sc graphics for 
DoubieTalk 

TREASURER: DUES and patches. 

SECRETARY: Contact point between TCA and 
the out side wor1d. 

EDITOR: Articles for DoubleTalk, Adverti­
sing, ana mid-vear Address Corrections. 

'Til next time. 

We also serve as the central point for 
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V 
DOUBLETALK 

D e a r  D o u b l e T a l k ,  

I n  t h e  J u l y - A u g u s t ,  1 9 8 6  i s s u e ,  a  l e t t e r  
• f r o m  C o n n i e  a n d  L y n d e  K i m b a l l  s p e a k s  o f  
t h e  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a p ­
t a i n  b e i n g  m a l e  a n d  t h e  s t o k e r  b e i n g  f e ­
m a l e .  W E L L ! ! !  M y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I  a r e  
a t y p i c a l ,  t h e n !  V i s i o n  p r o b l e m s  p l a c e  m y  
h u s b a n d  i n  t h e  s t o k e r  p o s i t i o n ,  w h i c h  
s e e m s  t o  u . s  t o  b e  q u i t e  r e a s o n a b l e .  T h i s  
g i v e s  a  p o w e r  d r i v e  f r o m  t h e  r e a r .  A n d ,  
o h  y e s ,  h o w  w o n d e r f u l  i t  i s  w h e n  m y  e n e r g y  
i s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  w a n e  a n d  I ' m  r e n e w e d  b e ­
c a u s e  G e r y  c a n  r e a c h  f o r  t h e  d r i e d  f r u i t  
e a s i e r  t h a n  I  c a n ,  o r  h a n d  m e  a  w a t e r  
b o t t l e  f o r  a  r e f r e s h i n g  s i p !  T h u s ,  m y  
a t t e n t i o n  c a n  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  r o a d .  

W e  a r e  n e w  t o  c y c l i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n e w  
t o  t a n d e m i n g .  O u r  i n i t i a l  r i d e s  w e r e  m a d e  
o n  a  r e c o n d i t i o n e d  c o a s t e r  b r a k e  S c h w i n n  
f o u n d  i n  a  j u n k  s h o p .  W e  c h a l l e n g e d  o u r ­
s e l v e s  t o  r i d e s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  8  t o  2 0  m i l e s  
a n d  f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  h a d  t o  b e  a n  
e a s i e r  w a y  t o  g o  u p  t h e  h i l l s  o f  N o r t h  
F l o r i d a .  I n v e s t i n g  i n  a  f i v e - s p e e d  t a n ­
d e m ,  t h e  h i l l s  w e r e  d e f i n i t e l y  e a s i e r  t o  
c l i m b .  E a c h  w e e k e n d ,  o u r  t r i p s  b e c a m e  
l o n g e r  a n d  l o n g e r  u n t i l  w e  c o u l d  t a n d e m  
f r o m  T a l l a h a s s e e  t o  t h e  c o a s t  o f  t h e  G u l f ,  
a  r o u n d t r i p  o f  a r o u n d  7 0  m i l e s .  I t  w a s  a n  
e x c i t i n g  a d v e n t u r e !  E v e n t u a l l y ,  g u l f  
w i n d s  b e g a n  t o  s l o w  o u r  s p e e d s  t o  a n  a v e ­
r a g e  o f  5  o r  6  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r .  T h e s e  
h e a d w i n d s  w e r e  e x h a u s t i n g .  O u r  b i k i n g  
f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  C a p i t a l  C y c l i s t s  e n c o u r a g e d  
u s  t o  l o o k  a r o u n d .  W e  f i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  a  
1 5 - s p e e d  S a n t a n a  E l a n  b e s t  s u i t e d  o u r  
n e e d s .  W i t h i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  a  f e w  m o n t h s ,  
w e  w e n t  f r o m  n o  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  r i d i n g  t h e  
T O S R V  S o u t h  f r o m  T a l l a h a s s e e ,  F L  t o  A l ­
b a n y ,  G A .  I t  w a s  t r u l y  a  g r e a t  
e x p e r i e n c e .  W e  m e t  B o b  &  R u t h  H u s k y  
( S o u t h e a s t e r n  T C A  R e p s )  w h i l e  o n  t h i s  t r i p  
a n d  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  

t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a  t a n d e m  t e a * .  

R e a d i n g  a b o u t  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  T C A ,  w e  
r e a l i z e  w e  a r e  n o v i c e s  i n  a  w o n d e r f u l  
s p o r t ,  b u t  w e  h o p e  w e  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  
p l e a s u r e  o f  a  t r e a s u r y  o f  m e m o r i e s  a s  w e  
r i d e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  

P a t  S t  G e r y  J a h o d a  
T a l l a h a s s e e ,  F L  

D e a r  D o u b l e T a l k :  

I  a l w a y s  l i k e  t o  r e a d  D O U B L E T A L K  a n d  
w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e ,  J u l y - A u g u s t ,  I  a m  o n l y  o n  
m y  s e c o n d  t i m e  t h r o u g h .  

I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  K i m b a l l s  w o n d e r i n g  
w h y  t h e  m a l e  i s  u s u a l l y  t h e  t a n d e m  " c a p ­
t a i n " ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  b u g g e d  u s  f o r  s o m e  
t i m e ,  t o o .  W h a t  w i t h  e q u a l  r i g h t s  a n d  
f a i r  p l a y  a l l - a r o u n d ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  p r o p e r  
f o r  t h e  f e m a l e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  t e a m  t o  h a v e  
e q u a l  t i m e  i n  t h e  d r i v e r ' s  s e a t .  

T h e  o n l y  r e f e r e n c e  I ' v e  e v e r  r e a d  r e l a ­
t i n g  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  i n  t h e  p a p e r b a c k  
1 9 7 2  p u b l i c a t i o n  b y  C . O . N . I .  -  C e n t r a l  
S p o r t s  S c h o o l  -  F . I . A . C  t i t l e d  C Y C L I N G .  
I t  w a s  p r i n t e d  i n  R o m e ,  a n d  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  
a n  O l y m p i c  s y m b o l  o n  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
b o o k ,  I  a s s u m e  i t  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  s p e c i f i ­
c a l l y  f o r  t h e  g a m e s .  T h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  i s  
w e l l  d o n e ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h e r  a r e  s o m e  u s e s  
o f  E n g l i s h  w o r d s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h a t  a r e  u n u ­
s u a l ,  t h e  m e a n i n g  i s  a b s o l u t e .  S e e  p p .  
2 4 8  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e  i f  y o u  c a n  g e t  
y o u r  h a n d s  o n  a  c o p y  o f  t h i s  " m a n u a l " .  

" T h e  h e a v i e r  c y c l i s t  s h o u l d  b e  
p l a c e d  i n  f r o n t  i n  t h e  t a n d e m ,  
t h u s  d i s t r i b u t i n g  t h e  w e i g h t  o f  
t h e  p a i r  m o r e  r a t i o n a l l y  o v e r  t h e  
t w o  w h e e l s  o f  t h e  b i c y c l e  ( i n  
t h i s  w a y  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  s k i d d i n g  
w i l l  b e  a v o i d e d " .  
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I ' m  s u r e  w e  a r e  a l l  a w a r e  t h a t  a  c r a s h  
w h i l e  r i d i n g  a  b i c y c l e  w i l l  o n l y  o c c u r  
w h e n  t h e  - f r o n t  w h e e l  l o s e s  t r a c t i o n  -  n o t  
c o u n t i n g  r u n n i n g  i n t o  t h i n g s  o r  f a l l i n g  
b e c a u s e  w e  c a n ' t  g e t  o u r  f e e t  o u t  o f  t h e  
c a g e .  T h e  w e i g h t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o n  a  s i n g l e  
b i k e  i s  u s u a l l y  5 5 7 .  o n  t h e  r e a r  w h e e l  a n d  
4 5 X  o n  t h e  f r o n t .  1  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  i t  i s  
( o r  s h o u l d  b e )  o n  a  t a n d e m ,  b u t  c l e a r l y  a  
t a n d e m  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  t h a t  a g r e e a b l e  a  
w e i g h t  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

D i c k .  M o n r o e  
F t .  C o l l i n s ,  C O  

D e a r  D o u b l e T a l k :  

M o r e  o n  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  A v o c e t  F a s G r i p  
s t o r y :  

M a y  1 5 ,  1 9 8 6 :  H e r e w i t h  i s  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  
l a t e s t  l e t t e r  f r o m  A v o c e t ,  a f t e r  w e  s e n t  
t h e m  o u r  p r o b l e m  t i r e s :  

D e a r  R u d y  S t  K a y :  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  t h e  t i m e  a n d  t r o u b l e  
t o  r e t r i e v e  a n d  r e t u r n  t h e  t i r e s .  I  
g a v e  t h e  t i r e s  t o  o u r  R & D  d e p a r t m e n t ,  
a n d  t h e y  s h o w e d  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  a n d  a s k e d  
m e  t o  c o n v e y  t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n .  A s  
b o t h  t i r e s  s h o w e d  t h e  s a m e  c o n d i t i o n ,  w e  
w o u l d  n o  h a v e  k n o w n  t h e  p r o b l e m  u n l e s s  
c o n c e r n e d  c y c l i s t s  a s  y o u r s e l v e s  p o i n t  
t h e m  o u t .  

A g a i n ,  t h a n k  y o u .  

T o n  E r i c  F e r g u s o n  
A v o c e t  C u s t o m e r  S e r v i c e  

J u n e  3 ,  1 9 8 6 :  A v o c e t  h a s  s e n t  u s  t w o  n e w  
t i r e s ,  w h i c h  w e  a r e  p l a n n i n g  t o  p u t  o n  a  
t a n d e m  s o o n  a n d  s e e  w h a t  h a p p e n s .  W e ' l l  
l e t  y o u  k n o w .  

R u d y  &  K a y  V a n  R e n t e r g h e m  
T u c s o n ,  A r i z o n a  
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R e v i s i t i n g  t h e  1 9 8 5  S o u t h e r n  T a n d e m  
R a l l y  S i t e ,  O c a l a ,  F L ,  f o r  a  F l o r i d a  T a n ­
d e m  R e n d e z v o u s  w a s  a  g r e a t  w a y  t o  s t a r t  
o u r  s u m m e r  o u t i n g .  W e  w e r e  p l e a s a n t l y  
s u r p r i s e d  w h e n  1 5  t a n d e m s  j o i n e d  u s .  T h e y  
c a m e  f r o m  a s  f a r  a w a y  a s  M i a m i ,  f i v e  t e a m s  
w e r e  f r o m  O r l a n d o  ( f o u r  o f  t h e  f i v e  c a m e  
i n  a  b r i g h t  y e l l o w  V W  b e e t l e  - -  w h a t  a  
s i g h t ,  w i t h  f o u r  t a n d e m s  m o u n t e d  o n  t o p ) ,  
f o u r  f r o m  O c a l a ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r s  f r o m  D a y -
t o n a  B e a c h ,  N e w  S m y r n a  B e a c h ,  a n d  L a k e  
W o r t h .  

V i c t o r  a n d  G l a d y s  G a l l o  e n t e r t a i n e d  w i t h  
t h e  s l i d e s  t h e y  h a d  t a k e n  w h i l e  c r e w i n g  
f o r  L o n  &  S u e  H a l d e m a n  o n  t h e i r  j u s t  c o m ­
p l e t e d  r e c o r d  t a n d e m  r i d e  a c r o s s  t h e  U S ,  
a n d  f r o m  V i c t o r ' s  1 9 8 5  1 4  1 / 2  d a y  c r o s s i n g  
i n  1 9 8 5  w i t h  L o n ' s  R a p i t o u r .  

S a t u r d a y ' s  5 0 - m i l e  r i d e  a n d  S u n d a y ' s  4 5 -
m i l e  r i d e  w e r e  b o t h  t h r o u g h  O c a l a ' s  b e a u ­
t i f u l  h o r s e  c o u n t r y .  N o  d o u b t ,  s o m e  o f  
t h e  n e w - b o r n  f o a l s  w e  s a t *  i n  t h e  b r i g h t  
g r e e n  p a s t u r e s  w i l l  f o l l o w  i n  t h e  h o o f -
p r i n t s  o f  o t h e r  F l o r i d a - b r e d  t h o r o u g h b r e d s  
o n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  r a c e t r a c k s .  

A f t e r  S u n d a y ' s  r i d e ,  2 2  p e o p l e  d e s c e n d e d  
o n  O ' N e a l ' s  f o r  a  s u m p t u o u s  c h a m p a g n e  
b r u n c h  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  f o r  v a r i o u s  d e s t i n a ­
t i o n s :  s o m e  h e a d e d  f o r  h o m e ,  o t h e r s  t o  
F e r n d a l e  ( F L )  f o r  t h e  f i n i s h  o f  t h e  U S C F  
D i s t r i c t  R o a d  C h a m p i o n s h i p s ,  a n d  w e  h e a d e d  
f o r  B u f f a l o ,  N Y ,  f o r  G E A R  I N T E R N A T I O N A L .  

T h e  O c a l a ,  F L ,  R e n d e z v o u s  w a s  t h e  i d e a  
o f  T C A ' e r  R i c h a r d  W e b s t e r ,  o f  B o c a  R a t o n ,  
b u t  h i s  s t o k e r ,  R a y l e n e ,  d e v e l o p e d  a  b a c k  
p r o b l e m  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  s u r g e r y  a n d  f o r c e d  
t h e  W e b s t e r s  t o  b y p a s s  t h e i r  o w n  r a l l y .  
I f  a l l  g o e s  w e l l ,  t h o u g h ,  R i c h a r d  &  R a y ­
l e n e  w i l l  b e  " b a c k  i n  t h e  s a d d l e "  i n  t i m e  
f o r  b o t h  t h e  E a s t e r n  T a n d e m  R a l l y  a n d  t h e  
S o u t h e r n  T a n d e m  R a l l y .  
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U n c o n f i r m e d  r e p o r t s  b a c k  i n  1 9 8 4  h i n t e d  
t h a t  t h e  C a n n o n d a l e  C o r p o r a t i o n  w a s  t h i n k ­
i n g  o f  e n t e r i n g  t h e  t a n d e m  f i e l d .  T h e r e  
w e r e  e v e n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  p e o p l e  w e r e  s e e i n g  
t a n d e m s  w i t h  f a t  t u b e s .  A  f u n n y  l o o k i n g  
t a n d e m  ( n o  n a m e  o n  t h e  t u b e s )  w a s  e v e n  
p a r k e d  a t  t h e  C a n n o n d a l e  b o o t h  a t  G E A R  
P r i n c e t o n  ( 1 9 8 5 ) . . . y o u  k n o w  h o w  t h e  g r a p e ­
v i n e  w o r k s .  W e  f e l t  w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  
m u c h  s m o k e ,  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a  f i r e .  W e  
s p o k e  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  C a n n o n d a l e  r e p r e s e n ­
t a t i v e s  a n d  t o l d  h i m  o f  a l l  t h e  r u m o r s  w e  
w e r e  h e a r i n g .  T h i s  C - d a l e  m a n  ( w h o  s h a l l  
r e m a i n  n a m e l e s s )  k n e w  w e  w e r e  s e r i o u s l y  
i n t o  t a n d e m s ,  a n d  h a d  b e e n  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  
H e  d i d  n o t  d e n y  a n y  o f  t h e  r u m o r s .  F e e l ­
i n g  e n c o u r a g e d ,  w e  e x p r e s s e d  o u r  d e s i r e  t o  
t e s t - r i d e  a  p r o t o t y p e ,  w h e n  o n e  b e c a m e  
a v a i l a b l e .  A f t e r  m o n t h s  o f  m o r e  r u m o r s ,  
a n d  m o r e  t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  C  -
d a l e ,  w e  w e r e  p r o m i s e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
t e s t  o n e  o f  t h e i r  v e r y  r a r e  p r o t o t y p e s ,  
p r o v i d i n g  w e  g a v e  i t  a  f a i r  t e s t  a n d  w o u l d  
p r o v i d e  C - d a l e  w i t h  o u r  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  
m a c h i n e .  L o w  a n d  b e h o l d ,  ' t w a s  t h e  w e e k  
b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s  ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  t h e  s m a l l e s t  o f  
t h e  t w o  e x i s t i n g  C a n n o n d a l e  p r o t o t y p e s  
a r r i v e d  a t  T u c s o n ' s  R e p a i r s  P l u s  b i c y c l e  
s h o p ,  t h e  l o c a l  C a n n o n d a l e  d e a l e r s h i p .  

M o s t  o f  u s  h a v e  s e e n  a n d  r i d d e n  a  C a n ­
n o n d a l e  s i n g l e .  T h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  
t h e i r  b i k e s  b u i l t  w i t h  o v e r s i z e d  h e a t -
t r e a t e d  a l u m i n u m  t u b i n g  i s  l e g e n d .  W e  
r e c a l l e d  o u r  f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  t h e i r  
s i n g l e s ,  s o  w e  w e r e  p r e p a r e d  ( w e  t h o u g h t )  
f o r  B i g  t u b e s .  

W O W !  O u r  f i r s t  l o o k  a t  t h e  p r o t o t y p e  
b o g g l e d  o u r  m i n d s .  I t  l o o k e d  l i k e  i t  w a s  
m a d e  f r o m  l e f t  o v e r  W W I I  b a z o o k a s !  B y  
c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e i r  f a t - t u b e d  s i n g l e  b i k e s  
l o o k e d  p o s i t i v e l y  p u n y .  T h e  p a i n t  j o b ,  
t h o u g h ,  w a s  s t u n n i n g . . .  a n  I m r o n  m e t a l f l a k e  
l a v e n d a r !  B e a u t y ,  o r  u g l i n e s s ,  f o r  t h a t  
m a t t e r ,  i s  o n l y  p a i n t - d e e p  o n  a  b i c y c l e .  
P u t t i n g  l o o k s  a s i d e ,  w e  w e r e  a n x i o u s  t o  
s t r a d d l e  a n d  r i d e  t h i s  s t r a n g e  c o n t r i ­
v a n c e .  

C a n n o n d a l e  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o u r  i m p r e s ­
s i o n s  a n d  r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  f r a m e .  C o m p o ­
n e n t s  c o u l d  ( a n d  p r o b a b l y  w o u l d )  b e  
s w i t c h e d  f r o m  t h e  p r o t o t y p e  t o  t h e  p r o d u c ­
t i o n  m o d e l s ,  s o  w e  w e r e n ' t  t o  b e  t o o  c o n ­
c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e m .  W e  w e r e  j u s t  t o  t e l l  
o u r  l o c a l  d e a l e r  w h a t  d i d n ' t  w o r k ,  a n d  h e  
w o u l d  s w a p  i t  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w o u l d !  
W h a t  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y !  

I M P R E S S I O N S  O F  T H E  C A N N O N D A L E  <  !  >  T ^ I N J O E I M  
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V 
P r o d u c t i o n  t a n d e m s  a r e  b u i l t  i n  s e v e r a l  

" a v e r a g e "  s i z e s .  W h i l e  I  ( R u d y )  a m  c l a s ­
s i f i e d  a s  a n  a v e r a g e  s m a l l  m a l e ,  m y  w i f e  
( a n d  f a v o r i t e  s t o k e r )  K a y  i s  a  v e r y  p e t i t e  
4 '  H " .  S h e  c a n n o t  c o m f o r t a b l e  r i d e  a n y ­
t h i n g  b u t  a  s m a l l  m i x t e  f r a m e .  

T h e  C a n n o n d a l e  w a s  a  2 1 " x l 9 " ,  w i t h  a  
m a l e / m a l e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  W h i l e  m o s t  s t o ­
k e r s  l o n g  f o r  m o r e  r o o m  o n  t h e  r e a r  o f  
m a n y  p r o d u c t i o n  t a n d e m s ,  K a y  i s  j u s t  t h e  
o p p o s i t e — m o s t  t a n d e m s  k e e p  h e r  s h o r t  a r m s  
a n d  l e g s  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  a s  i f  o n  a  m e d i e v a l  
t o r t u r e  r a c k .  S o ,  b y  c h a n g i n g  t h e  s t e m s ,  
s e a t p o s t ,  a n d  s c o o t i n g  K a y ' s  s a d d l e  a s  f a r  
f o r w a r d  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  w e  h a d  a  m a k e - d o  f i t  
w h i c h  w a s  n o w h e r e  n e a r  a s  c o m f o r t a b l e  a s  
o n  o u r  o w n  c u s t o m  t a n d e m .  

T H E  F R A M E :  

A  l o o k  a t  t h e  f r a m e  s h o w e d  t h a t  C a n n o n -
d a l e  h a d  d o n e  t h e i r  h o m e w o r k ,  a n d  h a d  m a d e  
s e v e r a l  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n  d e s i g n i n g  t h e  b i k e .  
W e  h o p e  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  m a k e  i t  i n t o  p r o d u c ­
t i o n .  

T h e  b i k e  w a s  a  d o u b l e  m e n ' s  d e s i g n ,  w i t h  
a  c o n s t a n t  s l o p i n g  t o p  t u b e  a n d  a  d i r e c t  
l a t e r a l .  T h e  i n t e r n a l  l a t e r a l  b u t t e d  i n t o  
t h e  f r o n t  d o w n t u b e . . . a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s o l u ­
t i o n  t o  f i t t i n g  t h r e e  o v e r s i z e  t u b e s  i n t o  
t h e  t o o - s m a l l  s p a c e  a t  t h e  h e a d t u b e .  T h e  
s h i f t e r  b o s s e s  w e r e  p l a c e d ,  n o t  o n  t h e  
d o w n t u b e ,  b u t  o n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  l a t e r a l .  
T h i s  m a d e  f o r  a n  e a s y  r e a c h  f o r  t h o s e  
c h o o s i n g  n o t  t o  u s e  b a r - c o n s .  

T h e  r e a r  b o t t o m  b o t t o m  b r a c k e t  w a s  o n e  
i n c h  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  f r o n t ,  c r e a t i n g  a  
b o o b  t u b e  t h a t  s l o p e d  u p ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  
m o r e  f a m i l i a r  d o w n w a r d  s l a n t  o n  m o s t  t a n ­
d e m s .  W h y ?  C a n n o n d a l e ' s  t h e o r y  i s  t h a t  
t h e  s t o k e r ,  u s u a l l y  s h o r t e r  t h a n  t h e  c a p ­
t a i n ,  w o u l d  b e  s i t t i n g  a n  i n c h  h i g h e r  t h a n  
n o r m a l ,  a n d  w o u l d  t h u s  h a v e  a  b e t t e r  v i e w  
o v e r / a r o u n d  t h e  c a p t a i n .  A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  
c o n c e p t ! !  

T h e  h i g h  r e a r  b o t t o m - b r a c k e t  d i d  p r o v i d e  

a n o t h e r  b e n e f i t  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  p e d a l  o u t  o f  
s y n c h .  T h e  e x t r a  h e i g h t  g u a r a n t e e d  t h a t  
t h e  s t o k e r ' s  p e d a l s  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  c l e a r  
m o s t  s p e e d  b u m p s  o n e  e n c o u n t e r s  w h i l e  
r i d i n g .  

T H E  R I D E :  

O n e  r e a s o n  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  C a n n o n d a l e  
s e n t  u s  t h e  p r o t o t y p e  w a s  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  
c h o i c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e .  H o w  m a n y  o f  y o u  T C A -
m e m b e r s  i n  N e w  E n g l a n d  g e t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  r i d e  c o m f o r t a b l y  y e a r  a r o u n d ?  H e r e  i n  
s o u t h e r n  A r i z o n a ,  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o  r i d e  a l l  
y e a r .  W e  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  o u r  w e a t h e r ,  
a n d  r o d e  o v e r  1 6 0 0  m i l e s  t e s t i n g  t a n d e m s  
l a s t  w i n t e r .  

K a y  a n d  I  h a v e  r i d d e n  t a n d e m s  s o m e  
7 0 , 0 0 0  m i l e s ,  o n  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  t a n d e m s .  
O u r  r i d e s  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  p r o d u c t i o n  b i k e s ,  
c u s t o m  b i k e s ,  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p r o t o t y p e .  
W e  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  r i d e  g i v e n  b y  t h e  C a n n o n ­
d a l e  r e g i s t e r s  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e m .  T h e  
h e a t - t r e a t e d  o v e r s i z e  a l u m i n u m  t u b e s '  r e p ­
u t a t i o n  f o r  s t i f f n e s s  h e l d  t r u e ,  e v e n  o n  
t h e  t a n d e m ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r i d e .  W h e t h e r  
w e  w e r e  p e d a l l i n g  i n  o r  o u t  o f  t h e  s a d d l e ,  
g o  u p h i l l  o r  d o w n h i l l ,  w e  c o u l d  f e e l  n o  
f l e x  i n  t h i s  f r a m e .  E v e n  w h e n  w e  l o a n e d  
t h e  b i k e  o v e r  t o  a  c o u p l e  o f  m a c h o  u l t r a -
m a r a t h o n e r s ,  n o  f l e x  w a s  d e t e c t e d .  
C l i m b i n g  w a s  e a s y ,  a n d  a c c e l 1 e r a t i o n  w a s  
p h e n o m e n a l !  I t  f e l t  a s  i f  e v e r y  o u n c e  o f  
o u r  p o w e r  w a s  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  r e a r  
w h e e l ,  w i t h  n o  w a s t e  w h a t - s o - e v e r .  

R o a d  v i b r a t i o n  w a s  f e l t  t o  b e  l e s s  t h a n  
o n  s o m e  o t h e r  t a n d e m s ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  t h e  
C a p t a i n ' s  s e a t .  K a y ,  t h o u g h ,  c o u l d  t e l l  
n o  d i f f e r e n c e  a t  t h e  r e a r .  S t e e r i n g  a n d  
h a n d l i n g  w a s  e a s y ,  w i t h  n o  f i g h t i n g  t h e  
b i k e  a t  a l l .  

W e  p e d a l e d  t h e  p r o t o t y p e  b o t h  i n  a n d  o u t  
o f  p h a s e .  H o w e v e r ,  w e ' v e  p e d a l e d  t o o  m a n y  
m i l e s  o u t  o f  p h a s e  t o  b e  u n b i a s e d ,  s o  w e  
d i d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t e s t  i n  o u r  u s u a l  
m o d e .  
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O U R  I M P R E S S I O N S :  

A l t h o u g h  o u r  p r i m a r y  i n t e r e s t  w a s  o n  t h e  
f r a m e  a n d  t h e  r i d e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c o m p o ­
n e n t r y ,  w e  d i d  t r y  t h e  S h i m a n o  D u r a c e  S I S  
s h i f t i n g  s y s t e m .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  r u m o r  
t h a t  t h e  l o n g  t a n d e m  c a b l e s  w o u l d  a f f e c t  
t h e  " c l i c k "  s h i f t i n g  m e c h a n i s m ,  w e  h a d  n o  
r e a l  t r o u b l e ,  e v e n  a f t e r  s w i t c h i n g  t h e  
r e a r  d e r a i l l e u r  t o  a  H u r e t  D u o P a r .  T h e  
S I S  s y s t e m  w a s  v e r y  s m o o t h ,  a n d  q u i t e  
p r e c i s e .  A t  l e a s t  i t  w a s  a f t e r  w e  e l i m i ­
n a t e d  a  r e c u r r i n g  p r o b l e m .  O n e  s m a l l  
s e c t i o n  o f  r e a r  d e r a i l l e u r  c a b l e  h o u s i n g  
d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  D e l r i n  l i n i n g .  T h i s  c a u s e d  
t h e  c a b l e  t o  h a n g  a n d  i t  s l o w e d  s o m e  u p ­
s h i f t s .  O n c e  w e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  c u l p r i t  
a n d  r e p l a c e d  i t  w i t h  s o m e  l i n e d  h o u s i n g ,  
a l l  w o r k e d  g r e a t .  O u r  p e r s o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e  
f o r  s h i f t e r s  o n  a  t a n d e m  i s  s t i l l  b a r -
c o n s .  B a r - c o n s  a l l o w  t h e  c a p t a i n  t o  
c h a n g e  g e a r s  a n y t i m e ,  e v e n  w h e n  s t r u g g l i n g  
u p  a  h i l l ,  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  t h e  h a n d s  o f f  
t h e  b a r s .  N o w ,  i f  S h i m a n o  c o u l d  c o m e  u p  
w i t h  a n  S I S  s y s t e m  f o r  b a r - c o n s ,  w e ' d  b e  
t h e  f i r s t  i n  l i n e  t o  b u y  a  s e t .  

W h e r e v e r  w e  r o d e  t h e  p r o t o t y p e ,  w e  a t ­
t r a c t e d  a  l o t  o f  a t t e n t i o n ,  f r o m  b i k i e s  
a n d  n o n - b i k i e s  a l i k e . . . t h a t  h u m o n g o u s  t u ­
b i n g  a n d  t h e  f l a s h y  p a i n t  j o b  r e a l l y  
c a u g h t  m a n y  f o l k s '  e v e s .  N o t  a l l  c o m m e n t s  
w e r e  f a v o r a b l e ,  a s  s o m e  j u s t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  
t h e  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  l o o k .  P r o o f ,  h o w e v e r ,  
i s  i n  t h e  r i d i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  u p  t h e r e  
N i t h  t h e  b e s t .  

W e i g h t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  i n  t h e  l o w  
f o r t i e s ,  c o m p a r a b l e  w i t h  m o s t  h i g h - q u a l i t y  
t a n d e m s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  f i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  
o f  t h e  c o m p o n e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  s o m e  f a c t o r  i n  
t h a t  
l a b l e  
' 8 7 .  
w e '  d  
$2000 
w i l l  

C a n n o n d a l e  t h i n k s  i t  w i l l  b e  a v a i -
i n  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  
N o  p r i c e  w a s  h i n t e d  a t ,  a l t h o u g h  

b e  s u r p r i s e d  i f  - i t  w a s  l e s s  t h a n  
A g a i n ,  t h o u g h ,  f i n a l  c o m p o n e n t r y  

b e  a  f a c t o r  i n  t h i s ,  t o o !  I f  y o u r  
p l a n s  i n c l u d e  a  n e w  t a n d e m ,  p e r h a p s  y o u ' d  
l i k e  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  C a n n o n d a l e .  

R u d y  &  K a y  V a n  R e n t e r g h e m  
T u c s o n ,  A r i z o n a  

R I D I N G  T H E  

G R A N D  C A N Y O N ' S  

N O R T H  R I M  

M e m o r i a l  D a y  w e e k e n d  a t  t h e  G r a n d  C a n ­
y o n ' s  N o r t h  R i m  w a s  f a n t a s t i c !  O v e r  3 5  
s i n g l e  b i k e s  a n d  o n e  t a n d e m  p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  t h e  4 t h  A n n u a l  G r a n d  C a n y o n  N o r t h  R i m  
B i c y c l e  T o u r ,  h o s t e d  b y  D o n  B u l i t t a  a n d  
h e l p m a t e s  f r o m  t h e  P h o e n i x  a r e a .  

T h i s  8 6 - m i l e  t w o - d a y  t o u r  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  
b e s t  k e p t  s e c r e t s  i n  A r i z o n a .  A l t h o u g h  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  M e m o r i a l  D a y  w e e k e n d  i s  
o n e  o f  h e a v y  t r a f f i c ,  a t  t h e  N o r t h  R i m  t h e  
c y c l i s t s  a n d  d e e r  s e e m e d  t o  o u t n u m b e r  t h e  
m o t o r i s t s .  W e  h a d  p a c k e d  c o l d e r - w e a t h e r  
r i d i n g  g e a r  a s  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  t h i s  t i m e  
o f  y e a r  h o v e r s  b e t w e e n  2 8 °  a n d  6 0 ° - s o m e  
d e g r e e s .  H o w e v e r ,  e v e n  M o t h e r  N a t u r e  w a s  
c o o p e r a t i v e  w i t h  r i d e r s  s t a r t i n g  o f f  i n  T -
s h i r t s  a n d  s h o r t s  w i t h  t h e  t e m p s  r a n g i n g  
f r o m  m i d - f o r t y  t o  n e a r l y  8 0 ° .  T h e  t e r r a i n  
r i v a l s  a n y  i n  A r i z o n a ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  p i n e  
f o r e s t s  t o  o p e n  a l p i n e  m e a d o w s ,  s m a l l  
l a k e s  a n d  p a t c h e s  o f  s n o w  c l o s e  e n o u g h  t o  
t e m p t  u s  i n t o  h e a v i n g  a  f e w  s n o w b a l l s .  

W h i l e  t h i s  w a s  n o t  e a s y  t e r r a i n  f o r  a  
t a n d e m ,  t h e  q u i e t  a n d  t h e  s c e n e r y  w e r e  
w o r t h  t h e  e x t r a  e f f o r t .  W e  d i d  m a n a g e  t o  
u s e  a l l  o f  o u r  g e a r s  —  f r o m  1 1 6  d o w n  t o  
o u r  l o w  o f  2 7  i n c h e s  - -  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  e a c h  
d a y .  O n e  p a r t i c u l a r  d o w n h i l l  h a d  u s  d o i n g  
3 8  m p h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  c o m p u t e r  w h i l e  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  u p h i l l  h a d  u s  d o  s o m e  e x t r e m e l y  
f a s t  g e a r  c h a n g i n g  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  c r e s t  
t h e  t o p  a t  a  h u f f ' n ' p u f f  6  m p h !  

W h i l e  t h e  S o u t h  R i m  o f  o u r  G r a n d  C a n y o n  
i s  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r ,  i t  i s  a l s o  v e r y  c r o w ­
d e d  a n d  q u i t e  d a n g e r o u s  t o  b i c y c l e s ,  d u e  
t o  t h e  h e a v y  t r a f f i c  f l o w .  A n d ,  a l s o ,  t h e  
S o u t h  R i m  o f f e r s  m a n y  m o r e  m i l e s  o f  
v i e w i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  c o m p a r e d  t o  m u c h  m o r e  
l i m i t e d  v i e w i n g  a t  t h e  N o r t h  R i m .  H o w ­
e v e r ,  i n  o u r  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  N o r t h  R i m  t o p s  
i t  o f f  f o r  s h e e r  m a j e s t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  C a p e  
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V 
R o y a l  a n d  A n g e l ' s  W i n d o w .  B o t h  a r e  a  4 2 -
m i l e  p e d a l ,  r o u n d - t r i p ,  f r o m  t h e  G r a n d  
C a n y o n  L o d g e  a t  t h e  N o r t h  R i m  o n  a  t w o -
l a n e  p a v e d  r o a d  —  b u t  w e l l  w o r t h  e v e r y  
p e d a l  s t r o k e .  

A n g e l ' s  W i n d o w  i s  a  h u g e  w i n d o w - l i k e  
n a t u r a l  o p e n i n g  i n  a  p r o t r u d i n g  r o c k  - f o r ­
m a t i o n ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  " w i n d o w "  y o u  s e e  
t h e  m i l e - d e e p  c a n y o n  a n d  t h e  C o l o r a d o  
R i v e r .  A  s h o r t  w a l k  - f r o m  t h e r e  i s  C a p e  
R o y a l ,  w h i c h  j u s t s  o u t  i n t o  t h e  c a n y o n  a s  
a  n e a r - i s l a n d  i n t o  a  s e a  o f  w o n d e r .  A  
p e r f e c t  s p o t  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  m a n ' s  i n s i g n i -
f  i  c a n c e .  

T h e  h i l l  w o r k  a n d  8 0 0 0 +  f e e t  o f  a l t i t u d e  
k e p t  e v e r y o n e  w o r k i n g  a n d  b r e a t h i n g  h a r d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  o n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  t i l l  t h e  
l u n g s  g o t  u s e d  t o  t h e  r a r i f i e d  a i r .  

W e  w e r e  a  b i t  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  
o f  o u r  r i d e .  W e  d i d n ' t  s e e  a n y  d e e r !  T h e  
n e x t  d a y  m o r e  t h a n  m a d e  u p  f o r  i t .  W h i l e  
t h e  p i l o t  t r i e d  t o  k e e p  o n e  e y e  o n  t h e  
r o a d ,  t h e  s t o k e r  c o u n t e d  n o  l e s s  t h a n  1 2 7  
d e e r ,  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  a n d  
e a r l y  e v e n i n g .  

S o ,  i f  y o u  h a p p e n  t o  b e  v a c a t i o n i n g  o u t  
w e s t  n e x t  M e m o r i a l  D a y ,  a n d  y o u  j u s t  h a p ­
p e n  t o  h a v e  y o u r  t r u s t y  t a n d e m  a l o n g ,  m a k e  
t h a t  1 - o - n - g  d e t o u r  t o  t h e  G r a n d  C a n y o n  
N o r t h  R i m .  

A  c o u p l e  w o r d s  o f  w a r n i n g :  y o u ' l l  b e  a  
c o u p l e  o f  h u n d r e d  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  n e a r e s t  
b i c y c l e  s h o p ,  s o  b r i n g  a l o n g  y o u r  u s u a l  
t o u r i n g  t o o l  k i t ,  j u s t  i n  c a s e .  A l s o ,  b e  
s u r e  t o  p a c k ,  s o m e  s u n s c r e e n ,  f o r  i t  i s  
v e r y  e a s y  t o  g e t  s u n b u r n e d  a t  t h i s  h i g h e r  
e l e v a t i o n .  

D o n  B u l i t t a ,  P h o e n i x ,  A Z ,  a n d  f r i e n d s  
h o s t  t h i s  r i d e  e v e r y  M e m o r i a l  D a y  w e e k e n d .  
I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  
t h i s  e v e n t ,  c a l l  D o n  a t  < 6 0 2 1 - 8 6 9 - 1 9 3 2  
( d a y s )  o r  ( 6 0 2 1 - 5 8 2 - 9 8 7 3  ( e v e n i n g s ) .  W e  
d i d ,  a n d  w e r e  w e  e v e r  g l a d !  

R u d y  &  K a y  v a n  R e n t e r g h e m  
T u c s o n ,  A Z  9 

V 
JO* 

The New SCOTT 
"SUPERBRAKE" 

If it looked like other brakes it 
would work like they do. And in 
the rain, downhill, you could 
stop better by dragging your 
feet! Instead, we've produced 
an "engineers dream." 
Can take a tandem down a 
steep hill with 450 pounds 
aboard, not using hub brakes. 
Also ideal for single bikes. 
Better than any import, 16 ways: 

• FULLY ADJUSTABLE SHOES. Ball-
arid-socket, adjustable in all direc­
tions. 
• GREATER BEARING AREA. Over 
double Campy's and most others. 
• SWIVELING CABLE HARDWARE. 
Better alignment and less friction. 
• SPACE AGE MATERIALS. Ten 
parts of Magnesium and Titanium. 
• SHORTER CABLE ROUTING. Neat 
er. lighter, less sponge. Bike is invert-
able for work on tires, etc. 
• REPLACEABLE BEARINGS. Elim 
inates metal-to-metal friction. 

• MUCH MORE DURABLE. Our fa 
mous friction pads outlast others 2 to 
5 times. 
• BETTER WET-STOPPING. Our 

• STIFFER. Twice as resistant to flex 
as even top brakes like Campy. 
• LIGHTER. Only 628 grams includ­
ing cables and levers. 

• NEATER, MORE COMPACT. Fits 
almost entirely within fork outline. 
• SYMMETRICAL. Avoids centering 
problems of lop-sided sidepulls. 

• MORE REACH RANGE. 39 to 57 
mm, extendable to 63. 

• CRISP, SOLID FEEL. Like the 
brakes on a good sports car. 

• LESS SPONGE. No quick release 
needed. Ride with wide rim clear­
ance. 

• DOUBLED PAD AREA. More fade 
resistant, more effective braking, lon­
ger life. 

pads are famous for it. 

If you want the absolute best, there's no other choice at any 
price. 

Write for literature: SCOTT/MATHAUSER CORP. 
Box 1333, Sun Valley, ID 83353, U.S.A. 
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V 
TANDEM COMES INTO 

ITS OWN 

E d i t o r ' s  N o t e :  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  
o r i g i n a l l y  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  e d i t i o n  d a t e d  
J u l y  2 0 t h ,  1 9 3 4 ,  o f  " M o t o r  C y c l e  a n d  C y c l e  
T r a d e r " .  

T H E  P R E S E N T  P O P U L A R I T Y  O F  T H E  T A N D E M  I S  N O  
P A S S I N G  P H A S E  -  M O D E R N  R O A D  C O N D I T I O N S  A N D  
T H E  F A S C I N A T I O N  O F  T H E  M A C H I N E  I T S E L F  W I L L  
E N S U R E  F O R  I T  A  P E R M A N E N T  P L A C E  I N  T H E  
C Y C L E  M A R K E T .  

T h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  t a n d e m  b i c y c l e  
h a s  g a i n e d  p o p u l a r i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f e w  
y e a r s  h a s  a s t o n i s h e d  p e o p l e  b o t h  i n s i d e  
a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  t r a d e .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  m a n y  
m a k e r s  o f  t a n d e m s  a r e  e v e n  n o w  f i n d i n g  
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  k e e p i n g  p a c e  w i t h  o r d e r s  i s  
a  r e f l e c t i o n  o n  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h o s e  o r ­
d e r s ,  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  t a n d e m  " b o o m "  i s  b y  
n o  m e a n s  o n e  o f  t h e  s u d d e n  g r o w t h ;  t h e  
t a n d e m s ,  o n c e  l o o k e d  u p o n  a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  
a n  o b s o l e t e  t y p e  u s e d  o n l y  b y  a  f e w  e n t h u -
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s i a s t s ,  h a s  s t e a d i l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  p u b l i s h  
f a v o u r  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e ,  a n d  n o w  i t s  
p o p u l a r i t y  i s  s u c h  t h a t  o f  t h e  w e e k - e n d  
t r a f f i c  o n  t h e  r o a d s  i t  i s  p r o b a b l y  o n l y  
e x c e e d e d  i n  n u m b e r s  b y  t h e  ( s o l o )  b i c y c l e  
i t s e l f .  

I t  i s  a  s a f e  p r o p h e c y  t h a t  t h e  t a n d e m  
v o g u e  i s  n o  p a s s i n g  p h a s e  -  t a n d e m s  w i l l  
i n e v i t a b l y  i n c r e a s e  i n  n u m b e r s ,  n o t  o n l y  
b e c a u s e  o f  m o d e r n  r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s ,  b u t  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n h e r e n t  f a s c i n a t i o n  a n d  
a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e  i t s e l f .  P r o b a -

^ / b l y  i t  i s  l a r g e l y  o w i n g  t o  t h e  c r o w d e d  
s t a t e  o f  p o p u l a r  r o a d s  a t  w e e k e n d s  a n d  
h o l i d a y s  t h a t  t h e  t a n d e m  h a s  a c h i e v e d  i t s  
p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n .  I t  i m m e d i a t e l y  s o l v e s  
t h e  " r i d i n g  a b r e a s t "  p r o b l e m ,  s i n c e  i t  
t a k e s  u p  n o  m o r e  r o o m  t h a n  a  s i n g l e  
b i c y c l e .  I t  i s  t h e  m o s t  " s o c i a b l e "  
v e h i c l e  o n  t h e  r o a d s ;  c o n g e s t i o n  o f  t r a f ­
f i c  d o e s  n o t  p a r t  t h e  r i d e r s  a s  i s  o f t e n  
t h e  c a s e  w h e n  a  c o u p l e  a r e  m o u n t e d  o n  
s i n g l e s ,  a n d ,  m o r e o v e r  a  n e r v o u s  r i d e r  o r  
a n  a b s o l u t e  n o v i c e  c a n  t a k e  t h e  r e a r  s e a t ,  
a n d ,  w i t h  a  c a p a b l e  s t e e r s m a n  i n  f r o n t ,  
n e e d  n o t  b e  p e r t u r b e d  b y ,  o r  a  m e n a c e  t o ,  
o t h e r  r o a d  u s e r s .  

I n  o u r  v i e w ,  i t  i s  t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  
t h e s e  f a c t s  b y  t h e  r i d i n g  p u b l i c  w h i c h  i s  
p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  
p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  t a n d e m ,  a n d  w h i c h  w i l l  
a s s u r e  f o r  t h e  t a n d e m  t r a d e  a  v e r y  h e a l t h y  
f u t u r e .  B u t ,  q u i t e  a p a r t  f r o m  r o a d  c o n d i ­
t i o n s ,  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e  i t s e l f  
a r e  s o  m a n y  t h a t  t h e  s u r p r i s i n g  t h i n g  i s  
n o t  i t s  c u r r e n t  p o p u l a r i t y  b u t  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i t  h a s  t a k e n  t h e  p u b l i c  5 0  l o n g  t o  
r e a l i s e  t h o s e  m e r i t s .  S i n c e  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  
t h e  w i n d  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  o n e  a n d  t h e  p r o p u l ­
s i v e  e f f o r t s  o f  t w o  r i d e r s ,  a  t a n d e m  i s  
n e c e s s a r i l y  f a s t e r  t h a n  a  s i n g l e  b i c y c l e ,  
o r ,  i f  s p e e d  i s  n o t  a i m e d  a t ,  t h e n  t h e  
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g a i n  i s  i n  e a s e  o f  r i d i n g .  T w o  l u s t y  
y o u t h s  c a n ,  o n  o c c a s i o n ,  p r o p e l  a  t a n d e m  
a t  3 0  m p h ;  a  m i d d l e - a g e d  m i x e d  c o u p l e  c a n  
p o t t e r  a l o n g  a l l  d a y  a t  w h a t e v e r  p a c e  
s u i t s  t h e m ,  a n d  b o t h  t y p e s  o f  r i d e r  w i l l  
f i n d  i n  t h e  t a n d e m  a  v e h i c l e  w h o s e  f a s c i ­
n a t i o n  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i m i n i s h  
w i t h  c l o s e r  a c q u a i n t a n c e .  

S p e a k i n g  b r o a d l y ,  t h e  t r a d e  h a s  o n l y  
r e c e n t l y  a w a k e n e d  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  
t h e  t a n d e m  m a r k e t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  b l a m e  f o r  
t h i s  l i e s  m o r e  w i t h  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  t h a n  
w i t h  t h e  r e t a i l e r s .  U n t i l  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  
r e c e n t l y ,  f e w  o f  o u r  n a t i o n a l l y  k n o w n  
c y c l e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  p r o d u c e d  a  t a n d e m  a t  
a l l ,  a n d  a l m o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  d e m a n d  w a s  m e t  
b y  t h e  s m a l l  s p e c i a l i s t  b u i l d e r s  w h o  m a d e  
m a c h i n e s  t o  s p e c i a l  o r d e r  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  
f i t t i n g s  p r o d u c e d  b y  s u c h  f i r m s  a s  B r a m p ­
t o n  s  a n d  C h a t e r - L e a .  

B u t  j u s t  a s  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
y e a r s  a g o  i t  w a s  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  t o  f i n d  a  
t a n d e m  l i s t e d  i n  a  c y c l e  m a k e r ' s  c a t a l o g u e  
a s  a  s t a n d a r d  p r o d u c t i o n  m o d e l ,  i t  i s  n o w  
j u s t  a s  m u c h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  t o  f i n d  a  c a t a ­
l o g u e  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  o n e  o r  m o r e  
t a n d e m s .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  t a n d e m  m a r k e t  h a s  
d e v e l o p e d  o n  p r a c t i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  l i n e s  
t o  t h e  l i g h t w e i g h t  c y c l e  m a r k e t ;  t h e  s m a l l  
s p e c i a l i s t  b u i l d e r s  s e t  t h e  f a s h i o n ,  a n d  
w h e n  t h e  t y p e  w a s  f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  
b i g g e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i n  t u r n  c a t e r e d  f o r  
a n d  h e l p e d  t o  f o s t e r  d e m a n d .  

I t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  b y  t h e  
l a r g e r  m a k e r s  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  m a r k e t  f o r  
t a n d e m s  w h i c h  h a s  w i d e n e d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  
m a r k e t ,  s i n c e  a  l a r g e  f a c t o r y ,  w o r k i n g  o n  
m o d e r n  p r o d u c t i o n  l i n e s ,  i s  n a t u r a l l y  i n  a  
p o s i t i o n  t o  o f f e r  m a c h i n e s  a t  m o r e  f a ­
v o u r a b l e  p r i c e s  t h a n  t h e  s m a l l  m a n  b u i l d ­
i n g  m a c h i n e s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
a n d  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  

N a t u r a l l y  t h e  r e t a i l  t r a d e  s c o r e s  f r o m  
t h e  e n t r y  o f  t h e  l a r g e  f a c t o r i e s  i n t o  t h i s  
f i e l d  b e c a u s e  i t  l i f t s  t h e  t a n d e m  f r o m  t h e  
" s p e c i a l  o r d e r "  i n t o  t h e  " n o r m a l  s t o c k s "  
c l a s s .  I n s t e a d  o f  t a n d e m  s a l e s  b e i n g  
s h a r e d  b y  a  f e w  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  t h e y  c a n  n o w  

b e  s h a r e d  b y  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  r e t a i l  
t r a d e ,  w h i c h  i s  j u s t  a s  w e l l ,  f o r  w i t h  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  h u g e  d e m a n d ,  t h e  s m a l l e r  b u i l d e r s  
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r w h e l m e d  l o n g  s i n c e .  

I t  w o u l d  s e e m ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  i n  r u r a l  
a r e a s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  s o m e  t r a d e r s  a r e  s t i l l  
d o u b t f u l  a s  t o  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  t a k i n g  t a n ­
d e m s  i n t o  s t o c k .  S i n c e  i t  w a s  f o s t e r e d  b y  
t h e  c y c l i n g  c l u b s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  
t h e  i d e a  s e e m s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  t r a d e  t h a t  
t h e  t a n d e m  i s  o n l y  r i d d e n  b y  c l u b  c y c l i s t s  
a n d  t h a t  w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  n o  c l u b  t h e r e  w i l l  
b e  n o  s a l e s .  T h e r e  i s  a s  l i t t l e  j u s t i f i ­
c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n i n g  a s  t h e r e  
w o u l d  b e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  s p o r t s  t y p e  o f  
b i c y c l e  i s  o n l y  r i d d e n  b y  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  
c l u b  r i d e r s .  

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p r e s e n t - d a y  t a n d e m i s t s  
m a y  b e  m e m b e r s  o f  c l u b s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  
m a n y  w h o  a r e  n o t  a n d  t h a t  n u m b e r  w i l l  
i n c r e a s e  a s  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t r a d e r s  s t o c k i n g  
a n d  s h o w i n g  t a n d e m s  i n c r e a s e s  a n d  i t  b e ­
c o m e s  r e a l i s e d  b y  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e  
t a n d e m  i s  j u s t  a s  m u c h  a  s t a n d a r d  m a c h i n e  
f o r  e v e r y d a y  u s e  a s  i s  t h e  b i c y c l e .  

S o  f a r  a s  t h e  r e t a i l  t r a d e  i s  c o n c e r n e d  
t h e r e  i s  e v e r y  i n d u c e m e n t  t o  c a t e r  f o r  
t h i s  m a r k e t .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h e  t a n ­
d e m  i s  n o t  a  " c h e a p "  m a c h i n e ,  s i n c e  t h e  
a v e r a g e  p r i c e  o f  m a c h i n e  r o u n d  a b o u t  1 5  
p o u n d s  S t e r l i n g  a n d  t h e  p r o f i t  o n  a  1 5  
p o u n d s  S t e r l i n g  o r d e r  i s  w e l l  w o r t h  w h i l e .  

T h e n  a g a i n  a  t a n d e m  o r d e r  i s  u s u a l l y  a n d  
" e x t r a "  o r d e r ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  m a j o r i ­
t y  o f  t a n d e m i s t s  a l s o  p o s s e s s  s i n g l e  b i c y ­
c l e s ,  a n d  t h e s e  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  a r e  r e t a i n e d  
p r i m a r i l y  f o r  u t i l i t y  j o u r n e y s .  T w o  b i c y ­
c l e s  a t ,  s a y ,  6  p o u n d s  S t e r l i n g  a p i e c e ,  
p l u s  a  t a n d e m  a t  1 5  p o u n d s  S t e r l i n g ,  r e ­
p r e s e n t s  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  b i c y c l e s  f o r  t w o  
p e r s o n s  o f  2 7  p o u n d s  S t e r l i n g  -  u s e f u l  a n d  
p r o f i t a b l e  c u s t o m e r s  f o r  a n y  c y c l e  t r a d e r  
t o  h a v e  o n  h i s  b o o k s .  O n e  r e a s o n  w h y  w e  
f e e l  t h e  t a n d e m  w i l l  a l w a y s  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  
" L u x u r y "  c l a s s  i s  b e c a u s e ,  b y  i t s  v e r y  
n a t u r e ,  i t  h a s  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o  u t i l i t y  
a p p e a l ;  i t  i s  u s e d  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  f o r  
p l e a s u r e  a n d  r e c r e a t i v e  r i d i n g  a n d  
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t o u r i n g ,  a n d  i t  i s  i n v a r i a b l y  e a s i e r  t o  
p e r s u a d e  p e o p l e  t o  s p e n d  m o n e y  o n  p l e a s u r e  
t h a n  o n  b u s i n e s s .  

O n e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  t a n d e m  w h i c h  m u s t  n o t  
b e  o v e r l o o k e d  i s  t h e  f a c i l i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  
i t  l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  f a m i l y  r i d i n g .  W i t h  
t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  j u v e n i l e  
s i d e c a r s  n o w  o n  t h e  m a r k e t ,  t h e  y o u n g  
m a r r i e d  c o u p l e  a r e  e n a b l e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  
t h e i r  j o u r n e y s  a w h e e l  t o g e t h e r  w h e n  b a b y  
a r r i v e s ,  a n d  t h e  b a b y  i t s e l f  i s  q u i t e  s n u g  
a n d  s a f e  a n d  s h o u l d  b e n e f i t  e n o r m o u s l y  
f r o m  t h e  f r e q u e n t  t r i p s  i n  t h e  o p e n  a i r .  

I t  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  h e r e  t o  i n d i c a t e  
h o w  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  f i t t i n g s  h a v e  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  h i g h  p i t c h  o f  p e r f e c ­
t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  m o d e r n  m a c h i n e  h a s  r e a c h e d ,  
a n d  w h i c h  h a s  e n h a n c e d  i t s  p u b l i c  a p p e a l .  

I m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  s t e e l  t u b i n g  h a v e  p l a y e d  
t h e i r  p a r t  i n  c o n v e r t i n g  t h e  o n e - t i m e  
c u m b e r s o m e  a n d  h e a v y  t w o - s e a t e r  i n t o  a  
l i g h t  a n d  l i v e l y  m a c h i n e  o f  a d e q u a t e  
s t r e n g t h  f o r  a l l  k i n d s  o f  r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s  
a n d  s u i t a b l e  f o r  r i d e r s  o f  a l l  w e i g h t s .  
B r a k i n g  o n  a  t a n d e m  i s  o f  s u p r e m e  i m p o r ­
t a n c e ,  s i n c e  a  f r e e w h e e l  m a c h i n e  w i t h  t h e  
w e i g h t  o f  t w o  p e o p l e  o n  i t  c a n  a t t a i n  
s u r p r i s i n g  s p e e d s  o n  d o w n g r a d e s .  T h i s  
n e e d  h a s  b e e n  m e t  b y  s p e c i a l  t a n d e m  p a t ­
t e r n s  o f  e x t e r n a l  e x p a n d i n g  h u b  b r a k e s  o f  
l a r g e  d i a m e t e r  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  a n  a m p l e  
r e s e r v e  o f  p o w e r  f o r  a l l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  
a l s o  b y  c e r t a i n  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  r i m  
b r a k e s  w h o  h a v e  a l s o  m a r k e t e d  s p e c i a l l y  
r o b u s t  p a t t e r n s  f o r  t h e  " t w i c e r " .  

T h e n  a g a i n ,  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  a  c h a n g e  
s p e e d  g e a r  a r e  e v e n  m o r e  e v i d e n t  o n  a  
t a n d e m  t h a n  o n  a  s i n g l e  b i c y c l e ,  t h e  v a ­
r i a t i o n s  o f  g e a r  e n a b l i n g  t h e  f u l l e s t  
a d v a n t a g e s  t o  b e  t a k e n  o f  a l l  r o a d  c o n d i ­
t i o n s  -  t h e  h i g h  g e a r  f o r  t h e  e a s y  f a l l i n g  
g r a d e  o r  f a v o u r a b l e  w i n d  w h e n  t h e  t a n d e m  

s h o w s  i t s  p a c e s  t o  p e r f e c t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  l o w  
f o r  t h e  u p - g r a d e s  w h i c h  o t h e r w i s e  m i g h t  
d r a g .  B o t h  d e r a i l l e u r  a n d  h u b  g e a r s  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  s p e c i a l  p a t t e r n s  f o r  t a n d e m  
u s e ,  a n d  i t  i s  n o t e w o r t h y  t h a t  a  b i g g e r  

p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t a n d e m s  i s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  
v a r i a b l e  g e a r s  t h a n  i s  t h e  c a s e  o f  s i n g l e  
b i c y c l e s .  T y r e  m a k e r s  a l s o  h a v e  d o n e  
t h e i r  p a r t  b y  m a r k e t i n g  t y r e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  
s t a n d  u p  t o  t h e  d o u b l e  l o a d  o f  t h e  t w o -
s e a t e r  w i t h o u t  e x c e s s i v e  w e i g h t .  

W h i l e  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  t h e  t a n d e m  t r a d e  i s  
i n  t h e  h a p p y  p o s i t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  a s  m a n y  
o r d e r s  a s  c a n  b e  m e t  c o m f o r t a b l y  w i t h o u t  
d e l a y  i n  d e l i v e r i e s ,  t h a t  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  
i n e v i t a b l y  w i l l  n o t  l a s t  i n d e f i n i t e l y  
w i t h o u t  s o m e  e f f o r t s  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
t r a d e .  B e f o r e  t h e  d e m a n d  s h o w s  a n y  s i g n s  
o f  s l a c k e n i n g  e v e r y  r e t a i l e r  s h o u l d  m a k e  
i t  h i s  b u s i n e s s  t o  k e e p  o n e  o r  m o r e  t a n ­
d e m s  a s  a  p a r t  o f  h i s  n o r m a l  s t o c k s ,  a n d  
t o  b r i n g  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  
m a c h i n e  t o  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  h i s  c y c l e  c u s t o ­
m e r s .  

S i n c e  t h e r e  i s  n o  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a n y  
s u i c i d a l  p r i c e  w a r  a m o n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
a n x i o u s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e i r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  
a v a i l a b l e  m a r k e t ,  t h e  s e l l i n g  o f  t a n d e m s  
s h o u l d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  p r o v i d e  t r a d e r s  w i t h  
a  " l u x u r y "  m a r k e t .  
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GRANDE PR I X EI 

De TANDEM 

I stood over the tandem, right toot in 
the clip, up and ready, left foot on the 
ground. I arched my back, shook my arms 
in a last minute freedom of movement that 
I would not know during the next two hours 
while I would be in position, head down, 
nose to the grind stone and feet to the 
pedals. It was three gear changes total, 
one long uphill, with a U-turn at the top, 
and a long bouncing cobblestone downhill. 
The gear changes were under the Louvre, 
around the Concord, and up the Champs-
El ysees. 

It was a long way from Douglas Avenue, 
Wichita, KS, looking half the night for 
someone that my 327 Camaro, 3 on the tree, 
could beat. It was years since my first 
time in front of the crowd. I remembered 
those feelings of pride, hearing my name, 
walking to the center of the wrestling 
mat, one minute later being medi-vacced to 
the locker room wondering how a bulldozer 
got into the gym. Those same feelings, 
threads binding the years, were present. 
The rush of adrenalin, the last minute 
nervousness; this time it was so different 
with the Arc De Triomphe in front - the 
fulfillment of a dream. 

"American boy," came from my French 
clubmate on my left. "Rye," Australian 
for Ray, came from one of the tandems just 
in front. We were 94 tandems from 17 
countries in our third day and fourth race 
of our mini Tour de France. the last 
minute bike to bike chatter had grown 
familiar so that I could identify: the, 
Norwegian lady with polio deformed legs 
riding a three-wheeled tandem, the con­
stantly talking and laughing Italians I 
only saw at the start or when they lapped 
i»e, and the French teams I had grown to 
know from weekly competition in villages 
all over France. 

Those two month's worth of racing all 
over France had built smoothly toward this 
ultimate cycling experience. My vocab­
ulary had allowed me to function, and the 
shouts from the crowd could be understood. 

This day the chorus of "Go, U.S.A" would 
double with input from two languages. I 
had now accustomed myself to the blaring 
music and pre-race announcements. In a 
village near where Charles Martel defeated 
the Saracens, we had waged our tandem 
battle to the thunder of piped music; a 
beacon to guide me round through the 
village streets. The tie with the Tour de 
France had been there, too, with live 
coverage being put over that same loud 
speaker. So for twenty minutes in my own 
way, I was racing with Bernard Hinault. 
In June we had been near Charles 
deSaulle's village for a long road race 
through seven villages, through forests, 
and fields. Every venue had been seen. 
The last race before Paris we had been on 
the beach, on a flat course, through a 
village guided by a blaring beacon of "All 
Night Long" to the start/finish, lined 
with hundreds of cheering spectators. 
Today it was hundreds of thousands, every­
where along the Champs Elysees. 

The first day we had been martialled to 
form up by the omnipresent loudspeaker 
blaring the French rock group, "Tele­
phone," heavily influenced by the Rolling 
Stones. This was a long winding road race 
between two hosting villages. The news­
papers gave us front page coverage. Right 
away I had trouble, broke my toe clip, so 
our start was well back in the pack. Less 
than lucky was the German, Erwin Mai, who 
fell ten feet over a bank even before the 
actual start while we were still con­
trolled by the pace car. My wife, Bobbi, 
and my partner's wife, would come along 
beside in our "support vehicle," a scrap-
heap reject Renault 4, and give us our 
position and slightly decreasing time 
"off" the leaders. 
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w 
c o u l d  g e t  a  n o s e  i n t o  t h e  t u r n  a n d  p u t  a  
t e w  p r e c i o u s  y a r d s  o n  t h e  p a c k .  

T h e  d r e a m  h a d  c o m e  t r u e .  I  h a d  a  s p o t  
i n s i d e  t h e  b a r r i c a d e s  o n l y  t e n  t e e t  t r o m  
t h e  T o u r  d e  F r a n c e  s p e e d i n g  p a s t .  I  w a s  
t r u l y  t h e  a l l - A m e r i c a n  b o y  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  
s p o n s o r  C o c a  C o l a  i n  m y  h a n d  a n d  a  T e a m  
U S A  s h i r t  o n  m y  b a c k .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  
m i s s i n g  w a s  t h e  1 s t  p l a c e  t r o p h y - - t h a t '  s  
t o r  n e x t  y e a r .  

R a y  P a t t e r s o n  
r e p r i n t e d  t r o m  t h e  T C T C  N e w s l e t t e r  

R O O K Y  M O U N T A I N  H I G H  

I m a g i n e  t h r e e  d a y s  o t  c y c l i n g  i n  t h e  
R o c k y  M o u n t a i n s - - c l i m b i n g  s e v e r a l  m o u n t a i n  
p a s s e s ,  r e l a x i n g  i n  o u t d o o r  h o t  s p r i n g s ,  
e n j o y i n g  g o o d  f o o d  a n d  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  a n d  
v i e w i n g  b r e a t h t a k i n g  s c e n e r y .  T h i s  t h o -
r o u g h l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  G o l d e n  T r i a n g l e  T o u r  
w h i c h  m y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I  h a d  t h e  g o o d  f o r ­
t u n e  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f .  T h e  G o l d e n  T r i a n g l e  
T o u r  i s  a n  a n n u a l  t o u r  o f  t h e  R o c k y  M o u n ­
t a i n s  o n  t h e  V i c t o r i a  D a y  w e e k e n d  i n  M a y .  
I t  i s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  E l b o w  V a l l e y  C y c l e  
C l u b  o f  C a l g a r y ,  A l b e r t a .  O n  t h e  f i r s t  
d a y  o f  t h e  t o u r ,  m y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I  a n d  3 2 5  
a n x i o u s  c y c l i s t s  ( m o s t l y  s o l o s )  s t a r t e d  
o u t  e a r l y  f r o m  C a s t l e  M o u n t a i n  J u n c t i o n ,  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  C a l g a r y .  
H e a d e d  s o u t h  o n  o u r  t a n d e m  t o w a r d  R a d i u m ,  
B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  w e  s l o w l y  m a d e  o u r  w a y  
u p  V e r m i l l i o n  P a s s  ( a  1 2 0 0  f t .  c l i m b  i n  
e l e v a t i o n )  a s  s i n g l e  c y c l i s t s  p a s s e d  u s  u p  
t h e  h i l l .  B u t  t o  o u r  p l e a s u r e ,  w e  w h i z z e d  
p a s t  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e m  o n  t h e  w a y  d o w n  a s  
w e  c r o s s e d  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  d i v i d e .  O n l y  
t a n d e m s  k n o w  t h e  t r u e  p l e a s u r e  o f  d o w n h i l l  
d e s c e n t s .  T h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h i s  1 2 0  k m  
( a b o u t  7 5  m i l e s )  d a y  w a s  t h e  R a d i u m  H o t  
S p r i n g s  w h e r e  w e  s p e n t  a  s o o t h i n g  h a l f  
h o u r  i n  t h e  w a r m  ( 1 0 0 ° F . )  w a t e r s  n e a r  t h e  
e n d  o f  t h e  d a y .  I n v e r m e r e ,  B r i t i s h  C o l u m ­
b i a ,  w a s  w h e r e  w e  s e t  u p  c a m p  f o r  t h e  
n i g h t .  H e r e  w e  r e s t e d  o u r  w e a r y  b o d i e s  a s  
t h i s  w a s  o u r  f i r s t  m a j o r  t o u r  o f  t h e  s e a -
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V 
s o n  a n d  w e  t a c k l e d  t w o  m o u n t a i n  p a s s e s  i n  
o n e  d a y .  

O u r  s e c o n d  d a y  s t a r t e d  a f t e r  a  h e a r t y  
b r e a k f a s t  o f  p a n c a k e s  a n d  s a u s a g e .  U n d e r  
a  s l i g h t l y  o v e r c a s t  s k y  o u r  7 5  m i l e s  o f  
c y c l i n g  t h a t  d a y  t o o k  u s  t h r o u g h  s c e n i c  
p a s t u r e l  a n d  t o  G o l d e n ,  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  
( h e n c e  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  t o u r ) .  T h i s  p a s -
t u r e l a n d  a f f o r d e d  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
t r y  a  f e w  p a c e l i n e s  o n  o u r  t a n d e m  a n d  f o r  
o t h e r s  t o  b e  p u l l e d  a n d  d r a f t e d  b y  a  t a n ­
d e m .  T h i s  s e c o n d  d a y  o u r  b o d i e s  w e r e  n o t  
5 0  w e a r y  a s  w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  g r o o v e  o f  t h e  
t o u r .  

T h e  t h i r d  d a y  o f  c y c l i n g  w o u l d  t a k e  u s  
a n o t h e r  7 5  m i l e s  f r o m  G o l d e n  b a c k  t o  
C a s t l e  M o u n t a i n .  T w o  s t e e p  c l i m b s  g r e e t e d  

u s  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  o n  o u r  w a y  o u t  o f  G o l ­
d e n .  F o r  u s  o n  o u r  t a n d e m ,  t h e  d o w n h i l l s  
w e r e  t e r r i f i c .  W e  d i d n ' t  m a k e  a n y  s p e e d  
r e c o r d s  t h o u g h ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h e a d w i n d s .  
A  h e a r t y  l u n c h  i n  F i e l d ,  B . C . ,  p r e p a r e d  u s  
f o r  t h e  l o n g  a s c e n t  u p  K i c k i n g  H o r s e  P a s s .  
G o o d  t h i n g  I  d i d n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  l a y  a h e a d  o f  
u s  b e c a u s e  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I  w o u l d  h a v e  d o n e  
i t .  B u t  n o w  I ' d  g o  a g a i n .  T h e  S p i r a l  
T u n n e l s ,  h a l f  w a y  u p  t h e  m o u n t a i n  p a s s ,  
p r o v i d e d  u s  a  s c e n i c  r e s t i n g  p o i n t .  W e  
w e r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  o b s e r v e  a  t r a i n  s p i r a l  
t h r o u g h  t h e  m o u n t a i n .  O n e  c a n  s e e  t h e  
r e a r  o f  t h e  t r a i n  e n t e r i n g  t h e  m o u n t a i n  a s  

t h e  e n g i n e  c o m e s  o u t  a t  a  d i f f e r e n t  l o c a -
t i o n .  T h e  s n a c k  s t o p  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
p a s s  w a s  n o t  o n l y  r e s t f u l  a n d  s c e n i c ,  b u t  
a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a  p a n o r a m i c  v i e w  o f  t h e  
d e s c e n t  t o  c o m e .  W h a t  a  t h r i l l !  W e  f l e w  
b a c k  t o  C a s t l e  M o u n t a i n  a v e r a g i n g  2 5  m i l e s  
p e r  h o u r  o r  m o r e  a t  t i m e s .  T h o s e  w e s t  
w i n d s  s u r e  a r e  n i c e  o n  o n e s  b a c k .  

F o r  m y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I ,  t h i s  w a s  t h e  b i g ­
g e s t  a d v e n t u r e  w e  h a v e  e v e r  h a d  o n  o u r  
t a n d e m .  A f t e r  a  y e a r  o f  f i n e  t u n i n g  a n d  
f i t t i n g ,  o u r  t a n d e m  r o d e  l i k e  a  c h a r m .  
N o t  e v e n  a  f l a t  t i r e .  

T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  o t h e r  t a n d e m s  o n  t h i s  
t o u r .  N e x t  y e a r  w e  s u r e  l i k e  t o  s e e  s o m e  
m o r e  t a n d e m s .  I f  a n y  o f  y o u  t a n d e m  r i d e r s  
a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  n e w ,  i n e x p e n s i v e  t o u r ,  
t h e  G o l d e n  T r i a n g l e  i s  a  t h r i l l  o f  a  l i f e ­
t i m e  o n  a  t a n d e m .  

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m o r e  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  o n  t h e  G o l d e n  T r i a n g l e  t o u r ,  w r i t e  t o  
t h e :  

E l b o w  V a l l e y  C y c l e  
2 2 5  -  1 0 t h  S t .  N W  
C a l g a r y ,  A L B  

T 2 N  1 V 5  

M a r g i e  S c h o e p p  
C a l g a r y ,  A L B  
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TANDEM CALENDAR ' 8£> 

September 5-7, 1986. Martha's Vineyard. Join the New 
England Tandeas on the weekend after Labor Day, when the 
crowds are gone, but the chart retains. Stay at the 
renovated Wesley Inn, Oak Bluffs. $140.00 per tandee teat 
which includes one double bed for two nights, two 
continental breakfasts (each), and dinner Saturday night. 
Oh, and soae of the best tandet riding in all of New 
England. Fritz k Carol Haiser, 122 Jatieson Rd., Holden, 
HA 01520. Ph: (617/629-4849 eve.) 

Septeaber 21, 1986. Toronto Tandeas' Fall Roundup. Join 
Rudy k Nancy Nolleswinkel for an 80 kt ride through the 
Hockley Valley. Ride starts fort the Shelburne area. 
Rudy k Nancy Nolleswinkel. Ph: (416)-425-5856. 

October 3-5, 1986. Colonial Virginia Tandee Rally. 
Sorry, this event has been CANCELLED. 

October 3-5, 1986. Southern Tandea Rally. Celebrate 
OktoberFest in Savannah, 6A, with the STR. SASE to Phil & 
Janet Ninter, 3847 Peachtree Corners Circle, Norcross, GA 
30092. 

October 4, 1986. A Helluva Chile Ride sponsored by the 
Twin Cities' Tandeas and hosted by Lynn Pagliarini and 
Ralph Hapness. This ride will be held weather willing or 
not. Save those special recipes. Contact Doug k Sara 
Laird for sore details. (612/925-5185). 

October 4-5, 1986. Northeast Iowa Weekend. Join Ray k 
Pas Torresdal for a tandea tour of Northeastern Iowa. The 
rides will include Bily Clocks and Fort Atkinson. Folks 
with children along will enjoy the Laura Ingalls Wilder 
auseua, and have the opportunity to take a side trip or 
two and see buffalo and Clydesdale horses. Meet Saturday 
in the Paaida parking lot, Decorah, IA. For aore details 
(including lodging/aeals/etc.), call Ray k Paa at 319/382-
8645 (before 10:00 p.a. CDT, please!) 

October 12, 1986. The Carousel Ride sponsored by the New 

England Tandeas. A big circle and a little ride. Ride 
your bike and ride the carousel. You're invited to join 
us at Riverside, Rl, to ride a designer carousel. The 
rides begin at 11:00 a.a froa the Haxton's Liquor/Kentucky 
Fried Chicken parking lot on Route 103, about I aile east 
of Route 114 (the Barrington Road). Exit South off Route 
195. No rain date until 1987, as the carousel closes on 
October 13. 

October 18-26, 1986. Texas Wine Tour. Looking for a fall 
vacation? How about the Texas Hill Country—considered by 
aany as one of the finest cycling areas in the country. 
Average distance is 47 ailes/day (it is the Hill country). 
Cone and enjoy cycling in Texas, at the tiae of year when 
cycling is best. $700/teaa. SASE to Ralph Niedhardt, 
7426 Marinette, Houston, TX 77074. Ph: (713/771-8004) 

October 19, 1986. The Dessert Special. The ride leaves 
at 12:00 noon froa Dave k Brenda Vandevelde's hone in 
Mississauga, 0NT and goes to the Mohawk Inn for lunch. 
Don't eat too such, so you can eat dessert when you return 
to the Vandevelde's. Contact Dave k Brenda for directions 
to their hoae. (416/826-0349) 

Noveaber 1-2, 1986. Texas Tandea Rally. Tour beautiful 
East Texas in the Fall. Stay overnight in a bed k 
breakfast Inn located in Jefferson, TX. For aore 
inforaation, send a SASE to Lois Young, 1833 Crooks Court, 
Grand Prairie, TX 75051. (214/264-8437) 

May 23-25, 1987. Second Annual Northwest Tandea Rally. 
Eugene, OR. For aore inforaation, send a SASE to Joe k 
Karen Dershon, 3967 Hawthorne St., Eugene, OR 97402. 
(503/689-2099) 

July 4-6, 1987. Tandea CANADA. For those hardy souls 
intrepid enough to venture up to the Great White North, 
Pack up your tandea, back bacon, and polar bear repellant 
and join us for the first Canadian tandea rally. Are you 
interested? More inforaation in the next DoubleTalk. 

Have a ride you'd like listed in the TCA Calendar? Send 
the inforaation to Jack k Susan Goertz, DoubleTalk 
Editors, and it'll run in DoubleTalk until the date of the 
event passes! Best yet, the listing is free! 
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V 
TCA dealer members 

REDDING CUSTOM FRAMES •t.aw ava i I able fram 
one of the most thorough y equipped or ../ate 
frame shops in t he US. Also e ust o at s t o k e r 
stems. Redding Framesets, 729 Harrison, 
Burlington, ffi 5.>0S, Ph: (31 4'.-754-6162 

TANDEMS, LIMITED. Quality tandems from 
California. Deaonstrations and test rides 
by appointment. T andem parts and 
accessories too. Rte. 19, Boa  
ffiingham, AL 35244. Ph: (205/ 

2 H U , B1  f -
9 9 1 - 5 5 1 9 .  

7 i 8" 

TANDEMS! We sell them because we ride 
them. Wheels, parts *< accessories in 
stock. Demonstrations and instruction a. 
specialty. Test rides by appointment. 
The Tandem Shop, Box 2553, W. Lafayette, 
IN. ph: (317) -843-2978. 7/gp 

TANGO TANDEMS, World's Finest Custom Tan­
dems. L.0N NALBEMAN & SUSAN NOTORANGELO's 
personal choice. 28"-32* rear top tubes 
with unmatched performance, handling, and 
comfort. p'n: (9lsi-758-6658 or Tandems, 
Limited in the East. ? /.o-» 

* - * 

Become a TCA Dealer Member! 
membership gives you. a one year 
in ths 1 andem Club of America, 
of L,aubl eTai k, and a 30-word ad 
ad in each issue of DoubleTalk 
sre a member. Send a SASE t 
Susan Goerts , Editors, DoubleTa 
Box 248, Birmingham, AL 3524 
information on the TCA Dealer 
gram. 

A $30.00 
membership 
six issues 
c 1 as sified 
while you 

o Jack and 
Ik, Rte 19, 
4 for full 
Member Pro-

Advertising rates available upon request. 
Send a SASE to the Editors. 

TftsInXsXai® (SDiad) ©@ ̂Knicafflgcal 
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CLASS I F I EE D EB 

FOR SALE: Bicycle Trailer, by Blue Sky Bicycles. In­
cludes child carrier, alloy wheels, extra hitch, custom 
repair kit. Ideal for tandems, also works for singles. 
In oil/ opinion, such superior to the "Bugger". Under 50 
miles. Hint Condition. Joe Galloway, 30 Ardslev Road, 
Binghaston, W 13904. Ph: (6071-723-9765. 9/86 

FOR SALE: BELLA Custos Tandes. Harathon-style frame. 
23.5x22.5, Columbus tubing. Ishiwata fork. Cinelli BB's. 
21-Speeds. Caspy Tandes Cranks/Derailleurs. Phil hubs, 
43°-40o w/firai Dru« and Shisano Cantilevers. Rose Hetal-
lic finish. Less than 1000 ailes b in perfect condition. 
42000 or best reasonable offer. Paul Lieber, 908 Refia 
Place, Apt. i-B, Evanston, IL 60202. Ph: (3121-869-7091. 

9/86 
FOR SALE: TANGO Custos Tandes. 23x23 18-speed, with all 
top of the line equipment. Built in early 1986. Extra 
wheels, tires, tubes, et cetera. Over $5200 invested--
will sell for $4200. This is the state of the art in 
tandeas. John Haver. Ph: (3131-626-8446 level or (313)-
827-4400 (days!. jj/84 

SANTANfi Elan. 23x20 15-speed. Cannondale b 
Blackburn accessories. One season of limited riding. 
Hint condition. $1000 firm. Contact Jon Vanderwall 
Rochester, NY (7161-425-2947. n/& 

FOR SALE: H0T0BECANE TANDEH. 22x20.5 TA Triple, kiemaann 
concave rims w/27xl-3/B tires. Bar-con shifters, Sun Tour 
Cyclone, Blackburn Rack, cages. All Alloy. Excellent 
condition. $800 or best reasonable offer. Thorn Thaldorf. 
14 Hadeira Dr. St. Augustine, FL 32084. PH: (9041-829-
8133 (days) or (9041-471-2316 (eve). 11/86 

WANTED: Objective roadtests, with photos, of tandems bv 
Terry Osell b Bill Boston. Send articles, photos (prints 
only) to Jack b Susan Soert:, Editors of DoubleTalk. 

WANTED: Volunteer artist(s) to prepare sketches, car­
toons, and illustrations to Jack b Susan Soertz, Rte 19 
Box <.'48, Birmingham, AL 35244. ' 

Classified advertising rates available upon request. Send 
a SASE to the Editors. (Classifieds free to TCA Members). 
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On To Th &oun 'f-m 

Address 

Citv & State 

Tandem Make 

Frame Style 

Color 

Dti> to Box 248. Birmingham, AL 35244 

send DOUBLETALK articles to Jack & Susan Goertz, 

DUES . 

S8.00 for individual or May. July. 

£Z£%"ES2! is '"c,uded "i,h 
your TCA membership. 

TCA PATCHES 
A,e back in slock and available £ou,h ̂  
Send checks for $4.00/patch to Tandem Cluo o 

MEMBERSHIP 
Picas, fill o«. .be application belo» 

£r,Prr"b. 8d Durand Drive. Rocbesrer. 

NY 14622. 


