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DEADLINE FOR THE SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER ISSUE 
IS  AUGUST 15 ,  1987 !  

FROM THE EDITOR 

The ra l ly  season has started. The 
Northwest Tandem Ral ly,  last  Memorial  Day 
In Eugene, OR, was a rousing success. 
This was the second NWTR ever,  and they 
had over 125 teams show up! Wish we could 
have been there.  I t  makes you wonder how 
m a n y  w i l l  b e  t h e r e  n e x t  y e a r ,  d o e s n ' t  I t ?  

Our secretary,  Laura Mappin,  (and the 
c o - h o s t  o f  t h e  N W T R )  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  r a l l y  
took so much t ime that she hasn' t  yet  
compi led a l l  the surveys. She and J im say 
they have received something l ike 150 of  
the forms back, a very reasonable return,  
and that  the answers look very interes
t ing.  Look for  the summary,  and an 
ar t ic le,  about the survey in one of  the 
upcoming Issues. 

The Eastern Tandem Ral ly,  NJ, Is f i l l ing 
up fast .  I f  you are planning to at tend, 
contact  Marie at  once to be sure there is 
room. Her address/phone number is  in the 
TCA Calendar,  and more informat ion was in 
the last  issue of  DoubleTalk.  When you 
are there,  look us up. We'd l ike to meet 
as many of  the TCA membership as we possi
bly can. 

I f  you can' t  make I t  to ETR'87, or  I f  
y o u  c a n ,  c o n s i d e r  t h e  M T R .  I  b e l i e v e  t h i s  
is  the 12th (or Is I t  the lucky 13th?) 
meet ing of  th is event,  and Susan & I  are 
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a  g r e a t  t i m e  i n  M i c h i 
gan, wi th more of  our f r iends. 

Speaking of  the TCA membership,  I t  Is 
cont inuing to grow by leaps and bounds! 
Whi le I  haven' t  entered the new/renewals 
for  th is Issue yet ,  as I  type th is,  the 
l is t  I  got f rom Mai & Jean, our t reasurers 
and membership co-ordinators is  huge! We 

may even h i t  600 memberships th is month,  
only one Issue af ter  f inal ly crossing the 
500 threshold.  Let 's keep I t  going and 
growing. 

I  rewrote the TCA Membership Management 
program to operate more ef f ic ient ly and 
h a n d l e  t h e  l a r g e r  f i l e s  f a s t e r .  I t  i s  
avai lable to any TCA member who has a need 
to for  a PC-based Membership Management 
System. The program runs under dBASE I  I  I  
Plus,  Version 1.X. Anyone who wants a 
copy of  the program f i les should send me a 
blank 5 1/4" DS/DD diskette.  You' l l  have 
t o  s u p p l y  t h e  d B A S E  I I I  P l u s !  

Susan and I  are heading up to the LAW 
Nat ional  Ral ly th is month (we may already 
have been there and back by the t ime you 
r e a d  t h i s ) .  W e ' r e  s o r r y  i t  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  
the First  (Ever,  but  not the Last)  Cana
dian Tandem Ral ly.  We wish we could do 
both,  but our pr ior  commitment to speak at  
t h e  L A W  N a t i o n a l  R a l l y  p r e c l u d e d  o u r  a t 
t e n d i n g  t h e  C a n a d i a n  R a l l y .  

I ' l l  b e  s p e a k i n g  o n  T o u r i n g  w i t h  a  T a n 
dem at  the New England Area Ral ly.  Drop 
b y  a n d  s a y  h e l l o !  I f  y o u ' v e  g o t  a n  a r t i 
c le for  a future Issue, you can hand I t  to 
m e  p e r s o n a  M y .  I ' l l  b e  g l a d  t o  c a r r y  i t  
back home to Alabama. 

T h a t ' s  i t  f o r  n o w .  W e  t h i n k  y o u ' v e  m a d e  
th is another great issue! We' l l  see you 
o n  t h e  r o a d ,  o r  a t  a  R a l l y !  

J u s t  a s  w e  w e n t  t o  p r e s s  w e  
t e a m e d  o f  a  T a n d e m  R a l l y  b e i n g  
planned for mid—September. Tenative 
plans are for a 3 day rally simular 
i n  f o r m a t  t o  t h e  E a s t e r n  T a n d e m  

a  t ;  Y  *  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
c o n t a c t  C h a r l e s  W a l k e r ,  1 3 0 0  

Av^ ' Boul<3er, Colorado 
80302, Phone 303-442-1442. 
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LETTERS TO DOUBLETALK 
Dear DoubleTalk:  

Can anyone help me uncover some history 
about my Sky-Lo-Lo tandem? I  purchased i t  
in At lanta in 1986 from a bike shop who 
knew nothing about i t .  I t 's  been repain
ted from a blue to a white,  and I 'd  l ike 
to replace i ts  decals,  but  I  can' t  f ind 
who/where the bike was made!!  I 'd  l ike to 
know the bui lder ,  his address,  and what  
tubing was used.  

The bike is  a stepped frame,  with one 
set  of  laterals going from the headset  to 
the rear  bottom bracket ,  and another set  
going from the front  seat  c luster  to the 
rear  axle.  

Any Information that  any TCA member 
could give me would be great ly  appreci
ated.  

Rob MacDonald 
564 Candler  Street ,  NE 
At lanta,  GA 30302 
ph:  (404)-522-4922 

Dear DoubleTalk:  

We Just  returned from a bike tour that  
started and f inished In Alexandria,  VA.  
I t  included stops at  Leesburg,  Harper 's  
Ferry,  and Middleburg (2  nights) .  We met 
great  people and had a great  experience.  
I t  was run by a non-prof i t  b icycle adven
ture club,  a do- i t -yoursel f  type of  orga-
nlzat ion.  

I 've enclosed several  cards which the 
club suppl ies to a I  I  members for  distr ibu
t ion to any one who might  be Interested.  
Could the TCA come out  with a card l ike 
the smal l  one? I  have met people on the 
road,  and I  of ten wish that  I  had a  card 
of  some sort  to pass out  and let  them know 
about the TCA. 

David Bowen 
Warren,  NJ 

Dave:  That 's  not  a bad idea.  Let 's  let  
everyone have a chance to put  their  two 
cents '  worth In ,  and maybe provide a de
sign.  I f  the treasurer  and enough people 
concur (and someone designs one) ,  perhaps 
we can have one In 1988.—ED. 

- V  I  .  V ) c \v , ly 1v/t  y ° -
i i.; Jr- - w,, 

M \. / / \K «j / \V K\ / ( s  

'I'll do my fair share of pushing when you buy me a comfortable saddle." 
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Dear DoubleTalk :  

P lease pass on the fo l lowing b i t  o f  
in format ion to  the rest  o f  the members.  

Spec ia l ized is  d iscont inu ing two o f  the 
best  tandem t i res avai lab le ,  the Expedi 
t ion and the Nimbus.  The Expedi t ion is  
a 27x1-3/8"  t i re  that  ho lds up very  wel l  
on the rear  o f  a  heav i ly  loaded tandem. 
For  the f ront ,  the Nimbus is  a 27x1-1/4"  
t i re  wi th  an a l l -weather  t read pat tern 
that  doesn ' t  squ i rm l ike ra ised r ib  
t  i  res do.  

Th is  combinat ion g ives excel lent  per for 
mance on our  Santana,  and I  recommend them 
to  a l l  tandem r iders .  B ike dealers  in  
your  area may s t i I  I  have these le f t  in  
s t o c k ,  s o  p u r c h a s e  t h e m  b e f o r e  t h e y ' r e  
gone.  

Roy Dr inkwater  
Rochester ,  NY 

Dear  DoubleTalk :  

We haven ' t  had our  tandem for  a year  as 
yet ,  but  we have en joyed i t  immensely  so 
far .  in  fact ,  we haven ' t  r idden our  s in-
g e b ikes s ince,  except  on top o f  our  
ro l lers  dur ing the winter  season!  

We've a lways t r ied to  take our  vacat ions 
on a b ike tour ,  and we are p lanning to  
take our  f i rs t  tandem tour  th is  September  
However ,  where we once had four  racks to  
hang panniers  f rom,  we now have jus t  two 
Therefore the thought  o f  purchas ing a 
t ra i ler  has come up,  but  t ra i lers  seem too 
wide to  be safe.  

We would apprec ia te  any back issues o f  
DoubleTalk ,  espec ia l ly  those deaI i  
t ra i ler  pu l l ing and/or  tour  

l e ;  P l e a s e  'e t  us know o f  any 
addi t ional  charges for  any ava i lab le  In
format ion.  

ng wi th  
pack ing,  i f  

E & J  Humber 
Auburn,  CA 

JACK TAYLOR 
•Cycles yr , 
• Tandems 
• Touring Equipment 
Writ/fir NEWCoIn/ojuc It 

J A C K  T A Y L O R  C Y C L E S ,  
105 Church Road, Stockton-on Tees, 
TS18 2LY, Cleveland County, England. 
Telephone: 0642-607615 

BACKISSUES AVAILABLE 

There are a very  l imi ted number  o f  back ls-
sues o f  DoubleTalk  ava i lab le .  For  each 
issue des i red,  p lease send $2.50 (sh ipp ing 
inc luded)  in  US funds to  Tandem Club o f  
Amer ica,  c /o  Jack & Susan Goer tz ,  Route 
19,  Box 248,  B i rmingham, AL 35244.  Back-
issues w i l l  be so ld  on a f i rs t  come/ f i rs t  
served bas is ,  and re funds wi l l  be issued 
when we se l I  out  o f  an issue.  

Aval lab le :  
May-June,  1985 
Ju ly-August ,  1985 
September-October ,  1985 
November-December ,  1985 

January-February,  1986 
March-Apr i l ,  1986 
May-June,  1986 
Ju ly-August ,  1986 
September-October ,  1986 
November-December ,  1986 

January-February,  1987 
March-Apr i l ,  1987 
May-June,  1987 
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Pete Penseyres(left) & Lon Haldeman before Tandem 

Transcontinental Attempt. 

PETE PENSEYRES/LON 
HALDEMAN'S TANDEM 
TRANSCONTINENTAL ATTEMPT 

Lon & Pete 's  record breaking attempt at  
crossing the cont inent  on a tandem, un-
paced,  went  of f  without  a hi tch!  7  days,  
14 hours,  and 55 minutes af ter  they lef t  
the Two-Wheeled Transit  Authori ty  in Hun
t ington Beach,  CA,  they arr ived at  the 
Golden Nugget  In  At lant ic  Ci ty,  NJ.  

Congratulat ions are In order from a l l  
the TCA to Lon,  Pete,  their  crew,  and a l l  
their  family on a job wel l  done!  

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Lon wi l l  be giving two ta lks on this 
record-breaking r ide at  the New England 
Area Ral ly  to those who are able to at 
tend.  

SIGHT-IMPAIRED CYCLISTS 
TOUR HOLLAND 

ON TANDEMS WITH A SIGHTED PARTNER, THE 
BLIND ENJOY THE OUTDOORS. 

Vierhouten,  Hol land.  — In the dining room 
here at  the Mal le  Jan Inn,  the mood Is  
fest ive,  even tr iumphant,  as Frank Beh-
rendt  cal ls  for  s i lence by rapping on a 
water  glass with his kni fe.  

I t  is  the f inal  night  In  Hol land for  a  
group of  Americans,  their  farewel l  dinner 
fol lowing a memorable cycl ing tour that  
has taken them through the sand dunes and 
bulb f ie lds of  North Hol land,  the farm
lands of  Fr iesland,  the heather and ham
lets of  Drenthe,  and f inal ly  through the 
forests and wi ld boar country of  this 
Vierhouten region,  not  far  from the summer 
retreat  of  the Dutch Royal  family.  

En route they have stopped for  refresh
ments at  fascinat ing country inns or  
cafes,  v is i ted a centur ies-old t i le  facto
ry In Makkum, and found out  how Dutch farm 
cheese Is  made.  

They have cycled alongside countless 
canals,  r ight  through a herd of  sheep on a 
country road,  and paused to breathe deeply 
next  to a f ie ld massed with r ich-scented 
hyacinths.  At  t imes,  horses have gal loped 
by,  and always the a ir  was f i l led with 
bird song.  

Now, f inal ly  i t  Is  t ime for  Mr.  Behrendt  
to sum up the tour and evaluate each par
t ic ipant .  He does so by mixing ser ious 
comment wi th easy humor.  He's done I t  
before.  But  this occasion Is  di f ferent:  
This is  the f i rst  t ime his Internat ional  
Bicycl ing Tours company has organized a 
t r ip specif ical ly  for  the bl ind.  

I t  has proven to be an unqual i f ied suc
cess,  and Behrendt 's  del ight  is  obvious.  

Send DOUBLETALK articles to Jack & Susan Goertz, Rte. 19, Box 248, Birainghat, AL 35244 



For a var iety of  reasons,  th is  group— 
ranging f rom col lege age to ret i rees—has 
cycled fur ther  than usual  on the f ive days 
of  cyc l ing (some 54 mi les on th is  f inal  
day) ,  and a l l  have managed wel l .  That  
minor convenience,  the f la t  t i re,  has been 
l imi ted to three in  a l l ;  complaints have 
been fewer s t i l l .  Best  o f  a l l ,  the cy
c l is ts  have "seen" Hol land to a degree 
that  the untutored s ighted cycl is ts  in  the 
group found remarkable.  

This par t icu lar  tour  for  the b l ind came 
about  when Behrendt  was in t roduced to 
Michael  Conway,  an av id b l ind cycl is t  and 
s k y  d i v e r  f r o m  W e s t  H e m p s t e a d ,  N Y .  W i t h  
h is  wi fe,  Marc ia,  up f ront ,  Mr.  Conway 
h i ts  the road on a tandem almost  every day 
when the weather was good,  and he was 
eager for  an oversees cycl ing exper ience.  
There were many others l ike him, Conway 
ins is ted.  Not ing the young man's prefer
ence for  sky d iv ing,  Behrendt  doubted that  
was t rue,  but  went  ahead wi th the tour  
anyway.  Announcements in  var ious publ ica
t ions for  the b l ind brought  an immediate 
r e s p o n s e ,  a n d  t h e  t o u r  w a s  f i l l e d  w i t h i n  a  
matter  of  weeks.  

Now recogniz ing the ease wi th which 
b l i n d  c y c l i s t s  t a k e  t o  t h e  r o a d  w i t h  a  
s ighted capta in up f ront ,  Behrent  doesn' t  
see the need for  specia l  b l ind tours in 
t h e  f u t u r e .  " I ' l l  t a k e  a  b l i n d  c y c l i s t  
wi th a s ighted partner  on any of  my 
tours,"  he says.  The b l ind have a word 
f o r  t h a t  s o r t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n :  t h e y  c a l l  
i t  "malnstreaming."  

On tours such as th is ,  the s ighted par t 
ner wi l l  descr ibe the s ights and answer 
quest ions in  a sor t  of  running commentary.  
For  more than a decade now, Ar l lne Huckins 
o f  T u c s o n ,  A Z ,  h a s  b e e n  d o i n g  t h i s  w i t h  
considerable sk i l l  for  Ross,  her  husband 
of  41 years.  As he expla ins i t :  "She 
sees out  loud for  me."  

A school teacher unt i l  she ret i red re
cent ly ,  Mrs.  Huckins '  professional  
t ra in ing gives her an edge in  th is  re
s p e c t .  B u t  t h e  b l i n d  c a n  " s e e "  a l l  o n  
thei r  own as wel l .  When the tour  entered 
a narrow cycle path wi th ta l l  t rees on 
e i ther  s ide,  Joan Carro l l  o f  Wi lmington,  
DE, immediate ly  p icked up on th is ,  descr i 
b ing i t  wi th remarkable accuracy.  "How do 

^UKbftN-CE.7/ / / 
/CounciL I ' / 

/ / / f ' ?//
y

/ 
'Here we are, but I still can't understand why you think we've got problems?' 
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you know that?" she was asked. "Because I 
can hear them [the trees]," she replied. 

Not everyone Is perhaps quite that sen
sitive, but all could feel the breeze on 
their faces, and hear the birds, the car-
r! I Ions in the country churches, and the 
bleating of lambs. 

The appetizing aroma of a Dutch pastry 
during a morning break was particularly 
appreciated. So was the smell of early 

season hay, of scented flowers—even of a 
farm field newly spread with manure. So 
was the touch of a hundred things: Trom 
wooden shoes, the tools used in their 
manufacture, and the round ball of a ma
turing Gouda cheese, to the warm, soft, 
cuddly feeling of a lamb and the moist, 
nuzzling nose of a young calf. 

Gloria Rlston of Milwaukee echoed the 
feelings of all her compatriots when she 
praised the bicycle as an Ideal touring 
vehicle for those without sight. "Touring 
In a bus Is boring," she says. "You can't 
hear, or feel, or smell what's outside. 
Walking Is very Interesting but slow. On 
a bike we are In touch with everything, 
just like walking, but we have speed as 
we I I ." 

For Behrendt, perhaps the most heart
ening comment of all came from Stan Smith 
of Wilmington, DE, as he walked to the bus 
that wuld take them all to Schlphol, Hol
land, and the flight back home: "We've 
seen a lot of good stuff this week," he 
said. 

The statement came naturally to Smith, 
who had never previously left the US. A 
long time ago he learned that seeing Is 
comprehending what Is going on all around. 

—Peter Tonge 
from the Christian Science Monitor 
May 26, 1987 

MIDWEST TANDEM RALLY, 
1987 

Plans are In place for MTR'87, the 1987 
edition of the Midwest Tandem Rally. This 
year's rally will be held in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan's second largest city, and the 
home of many respected Industries. 

Don't let the size of Grand Rapids scare 
you, though, for MTR'87 will be headquar
tered at the edge of town In the Airport 
Hilton. The folks at the Hilton have 
promised us we can have every room in the 
Inn, provided we register early enough! 
So don't delay. The guaranteed rate is 
only good for registrations before 

August 1! 

Registration begins at 11:00 a.m. on 
Friday, September 4, closes at 9:00 p.m., 
and re-opens on Saturday morning at 7:00 
a.m. The first ride starts at 10:00 a.m., 
so don't be late! Rides will take you 
through some of the finest countryside In 
Western Ml. Come enjoy the sights of 
historic Rockford and the craft shops on 
Squires Street Square. Be sure you pedal 
back to the hotel, though, to be there for 

7 
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the wi ldest  shorts contest ,  and the best  
tan contest!  

Sunday's r ides Include a hal f -  and a 
ful l  century,  for  those so incl ined.  Des
t inat ion? Lake Michigan,  of  course!  That  
night  wi l l  be the annual  MTR banquet ,  
complete with a chance to win exci t ing 
door pr izes.  

Before leaving for  home on Sunday,  take 
part  In  the MTR Tandem Team Time Tr ia l  
(MTRTTTT).  Cert i f icates of  achievement 
wi l l  be issued to each team competing.  

For more Information about this event ,  
send a legal-sized SASE to Pat  & Penny 
McNicholas,  2852 Brisam N.E. ,  Grand 
Rapids,  Ml  49505.  Ph:  (616)-364-9922.  

NORTHWEST TANDEM RALLY, 

1987 
The Second Annual  Northwest  Tandem Ral ly  

Is  now history,  but  what  a  success I t  was!  
Held In Eugene,  OR,  th is second edi t ion of  
a new t radi t ion attracted 126 teams.  Not  
bad for  an event  in  only i ts  second year .  
Including chi ldren,  and other  at tached 
single-bikers,  a  total  of  274 cycl ists 
shared cycl ing experiences in the scenic 
northwest .  

Plans for  the 1988 event  are already 
underway.  I t 's  tentat ively planned for  
the Seatt Ie-Tacoma area,  st i l l  over Memo
r ia l  Day weekend,  1988.  The organizers 
are already ta lk ing about a  200-team 
event!  

Of  course,  more detai ls  wi l l  be pub
l ished in DoubleTalk as they are con-
f  I  rmed.  

MINIVAN INTERNAL 

TANDEM RACK 

Several  TCA members have expressed an 
interest  in  the internal  rack (Fig.  1)  I  
bui l t  to transport  our Santana inside our 
Dodge Caravan.  

The mater ia l  used for  the rack consists 
of :  (1)  an 84" x 8"  x 2 /4" A-C plywood 
sheet  (part  A);  (2)  a s ix  foot  two-by-
four,  r ipped down the middle to form two 
6 '  x 1-3/4" x 1-3/4" ra i ls  (parts B);  (3)  
two 6" x 7"  pieces of  3 /4" plywood,  paired 
and glued together to form a 6" x 7"  x 1 -
1/2" piece which wi l l  be used to make the 
stat ionary chock for  the back wheel  (F ig.  
2—part  C);  (4)  two 6" x 8-1/2" pieces of  
3 /4" plywood,  paired and glued together to 
form a 6" x 8-1/2" x 1-1/2" piece for  the 
s l iding back wheel  chock (part  D) .  In  
addit ion,  a couple of  pieces of  plywood 
are need to a l ign the rack between the 
f ront  bucket  seats (parts E) .  

The back wheel  stat ionary chock Is  made 
by str ik ing an arc,  with a radius equal  to 
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that of your tire, starting from a mark on 
a 6" edge 1-1/2" from the 7" (bottom) 
edge. When sawn along this arc, a chock 
will be formed to cradle the wheel. Re
peat the process to make the sliding 
chock, but this time start the arc from a 
mark on a 6" edge only 1/2" from the 8-
1/2" edge. An easy way to determine the 
arc Is to make templates out of thin 6" x 
7" and 6" x 8" cardboard placed on the 
floor In front and behind your back wheel. 
With a scissors and by cut and try, you 
can shape the arc to the exact shape of 
the tire. (Fig 2.). Then use the resul
ting templates to draw the arcs on the 
blocks of wood. 

Sharp edges or rough surfaces on all 
pieces should be smoothed to minimize 
splintering or carpet snagging. 

To assemble, the ends of the rails, 
separated by the stationary chock, are 
lined up with one end of the 84" x 8" 
plywood base and 3/4" on either side of a 
center IIne drawn down the length of the 
base. The 1-1/2" spacing can be easily 
maintained by simply using two scrap 
pieces of 3/4" plywood as temporary spa
cers. Glue and screw the rails to the 
base and to the stationary chock. Next, 
remove the temporary spacers so they don't 

E  

get glued to your rack accidentally. In
sert the sliding chock between the rails. 
If It doesn't slide freely, sand the sides 
until it does so. Eye screws on the side 
of each chock can be used along with a 
bungle cord to hold the sliding chock 
snugly against front and back sides of the 
rear tire. 

The next step is to determine the length 
of the alignment pieces. With the back 
seat(s) removed, place the rack In the van 
and approximately centered between the 
front seats. With the left barcon In the 
down position (chain on the small cog), 
back the tandem Into the van, with the 
rear tire between the rails, until It 
touches the stationary chock. Position 
the rack so that the tandem Is centered 
between the two seats, but Is as far to
ward the back of the van as It will go. 
to clear the back door, the front wheel 
should be at a 90 degree angle with the 
frame. You are now ready to design the 
alignment pieces (parts E) that are to be 
fastened to each side of the rack. A 
couple of pieces of 4" x 8" 3/4" plywood 
should work. Notch the corner, so that 
when fastened permanently to the rack, the 
rack will always be placed In the same 
position, and the rack can move neither 
forward nor sideways. 
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When t ransport ing the bicycle,  lock the 

front  brake and t ie  the bicycle down with 
four guy ropes,  cords or  straps fastened 
to the seat  anchors.  My guy ropes contain 
swivel  harness snaps for  quick release and 
toe straps for  f ine adjustments.  

We have transported our tandem on 
several  1300 mi le  t r ips without  any ad
justments,  and the bike Is  ready to r ide 
two minutes af ter  parking the van.  

Bob & Jean Larson 
Springf ie ld,  OH (Summer)  & 
Homestead,  FL (Winter)  

FIXED SLIDING 
CHOCKS 

F I G .  2  
S I D E  V I E W  
OF CHOCKS 

A TANDEMIST'S VIEW 
OF THE WHEELMEN'S 
WINTER RENDEZVOUS 

More tandem teams than ever before were 
present  at  the Wheelmen's Winter  Rendez
vous at  Homestead,  FL,  this past  March.  
At  least  f ive (and maybe more)  were mem
bers of  the Tandem Club of  America,  and 
prospects are very good that  many of  the 
others wi l l  soon be joining the TCA. Look 
for  WiI  I iam Meyet ,  of  Forest  Park,  IL ,  and 
Vada Gibson,  of  Marion,  OH, who were en
joying their  new Bob Jackson tandem on the 
t ree- l ined roads,  threading their  way 
through the avocado and mango groves.  

Elaine Woodrum (Dubuque,  I  A)  gave up her  
seat—temporar i ly—to Deborah Ludwig,  of  
Fort  Dodge,  IA for  a  t r ia l  run behind 
Arden Woodrum, Elaine's captain.  
Deborah's partner  Mark is  not  yet  a  tandem 
captain,  but  he did have the opportunity 
to see others enjoying tandems whi le  r i 
ding with the Woodrums,  Meyet  & Gibson,  
Bob & Jean Larson (of  Homestead and 
Springf ie ld,  OH),  Virgi l  & Jean Fruth 
(Houston,  TX) ,  and Ruth & I  represent ing 
Lake Worth,  FL.  

St i l l  another TCA combinat ion at  the 
Rendezvous was that  of  Herbert  and 
Marjor ie  Vonderembse of  Find I  ay,  OH. They 
are regulars at  the event ,  sponsored by 
the Dr.  Paul  Dudley White Bicycle Club.  
Usual ly ,  Herb & Mar J take of f  on a double 
century,  but  this t ime,  af ter  doing much 
of  the night  century to Flamingo,  In  the 
Everglades Nat ional  Park,  In  the rain,  
they decided they had had enough fun!  

Most  unusual  tandem at  the Rendezvous 
was the side-by-slde tandem tr icycle,  
owned and r idden by John and Katherine 
Davis of  Columbus,  OH.  Best  extras were 
the strawberry mi lkshakes at  Burr 's  Straw
berry Farm! We hope to see you at  the 
n e x t  r a l l y I  
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PRODUCTION OR CUSTOM? 

I t ' s  y o u r  c h o i c e !  

With the ready avai labi l i ty  of  produc
t ion tandems in several  pr ice ranges,  both 
domestic and foreign,  why would anyone 
consider  a  custom tandem? 

As you may have experienced,  i t  can be a 
problem to f ind a product ion single bi 
cycle ( that 's  one with only one seat)  that  
f i ts  you properly,  and that  meets a l l  your 
needs.  I t  becomes more than twice the 
problem f inding a tandem to f i t  two indi 
viduals and meet  both of  your require
ments.  So,  proper f i t  for  two r iders is  
one very good reason you may wish to con
sider  a  custom tandem. 

Most  product ion long bikes offer  a 
choice fo several  f rame size combinat ions,  
a l l  meant,  more or  less,  for  average size 
folks.  So,  i f  you are Mr.  and Ms.  Aver
age,  you may be in  luck!  

Some manufacturers al low you to even 
choose extra braze-ons,  or  a  mixte frame,  
but  at  extra cost ,  of  course.  You may,  or  
may not ,  l ike a l l  the components of fered,  
and your f r iendly bike shop wi l l  gladly 
sel l  you larger  chainr ings,  wider bars,  
fancier  pedals,  or  whatever e lse you de
s i r e .  

Add up a l l  these "opt ions,"  and just  
l ike a car ,  you f ind you're spending quite 
a b i t  more than you or iginal ly  planned.  
So perhaps,  a  custom frame is  within your 
r e a c h  a f t e r  a l l .  

I f  you are suddenly struck by "tandemi-
t is"—that  not-so-rare disease that  
str ikes some people with an Incurable urge 
to own a two-seater—we do not  suggest  
that  for  your very f i rst  long bike that  
you rush out  to see your nearest  custom 
frame bui lder .  On the contrary,  we recom
mend you r ide In tandem for  s ix  months to 

a year  on a product ion machine,  even I f  
y o u  h a v e  t o  p u t  u p  w i t h  a  c o m p r o m i s e  f i t  
for  a whi le .  Only af ter  you have some 
t a n d e m  e x p e r i e n c e  u n d e r  y o u r  s a d d l e  w i l l  
you be able to make some Intel l igent  de
cisions as to what  you would l ike on your 
dream tandem, or  i f  you even need a custom 
tandem. After  a l l ,  many teams do discover 
that  one of  the product ion tandems 
a v a i l a b l e  I s  q u i t e  s u f f i c i e n t .  

W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  A m e r i c a n  a n d  f o 
reign frame bui lders,  not  a l l  are adven
t u r o u s  ( o r  f o o l i s h )  e n o u g h  t o  b u i l d  a  
custom tandem frame.  Choose your bui lder  
c a r e f u l l y — m a k e  s u r e  h e  h a s  t a n d e m  e x p e r i 
ence.  Explain your needs and i f  in  doubt,  
have him take your measurements and,  above 
a l l ,  value his suggest ions.  

Select  the tubing,  l ist  a l l  angles,  
wh e e l  b a s e  d e s i r e d ,  m e a s u r e m e n t s  f o r  a l l  
t u b e s ,  b r a z e - o n s ,  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  y o u ' l l  
use cant i lever  brakes,  a  third (or  even 
fourth)  brake for  very heavy touring.  
Wi l l  you be using bar-con,  downtube,  or  
p o s s i b l y  t h u m b  s h i f t e r s ;  d o u b l e  o r  t r i p l e  
chainr igns,  5- ,  6- ,  or  7-speed freewheel .  
Racing or  touring angles and clearances;  
fenders for  wet  weather r id ing,  and what  
k ind and make of  dropouts did you have In 
mind? Do you want a  round,  oval ,  or  rec
tangular  boob tube;  and do you want your 
rear  derai l leur  and rear  brake cable to 
run over or  under the boob tube? or  per
haps you'd l ike to have a l l  internal  cable 
runs for  that  dynamic look? 

Oh,  yes,  do you need 36,  40,  or  48-hole 
r ims and hubs? And do you want sealed 
bearing hubs and bottom brackets? Of 
c o u r s e ,  w h e n  y o u  g e t  t h o s e  w h e e l s  b u i l t ,  
do you want 3- ,  4- ,  or  5-cross spoking? 
And did you want s ingle or  double-butted 
spokes,  or  perhaps those aero f lat  spokes 
str ike your fancy.  

Y o u ' l l  n e e d  t o  d e c i d e  w h a t  t y p e  t i r e s  
and tubes you'd l ike,  and do you have a 
preference for  Presta or  Schraeder valves? 
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Of course,  those wheels could be a 27-
inch,  or  perhaps you' l l  be t ravel l ing to 
Europe and 700c would be better  then.  You 
may a lso consider a custom-bui l t ,  fu l ly  
adjustable stem for  the stoker,  and of  
course,  she may want  those extra hand 
rests you've seen for  the rear  r ider .  I f  
you ptan to carry some gear,  would you 
l ike front  and rear  racks,  and how many 
bott le  cage braze-ons wi l l  you need and 
where do you want them placed? Need a 
pump peg? and are you planning to run a 
eyelocomputer  
dem? 

or  I Ights on your new tan-

Now that  you think you've got  everything 
f igured out ,  have you two agreed yet  on a 
color  scheme for  that  new machine,  and i t  
would be a nice idea to have at  least  the 
dropouts chromed,  or  perhaps even the rear  
t r iangle and forks.  Real ly ,  why stop 

there? How about those fancy headtube 
lugs,  or  have you decided on a lugless 
frameset  Instead? 

After  a l l  this,  double check everything 
and hope your budget  can stand the strain!  
Buy the best  components you can af ford,  or  
e lse you' l l  be upgrading to what  you real 
ly  want later  on.  One more thing- ,  you' l l  
have to decide on how you' l l  t ransport  
t h a t  t a n d e m  t o  t h a t  f a r - a w a y  t a n d e m  r a l l y  
you've been aching to at tend.  I t  can be 
shlppped by a ir  quite easi ly ,  but  for  a 
b i t  closer r ide,  wi l l  you carry i t  on a 
roof  rack on your sedan,  or  are you fortu
nate to have a hatchback car  or  even a 
pick-up truck that  wi l l  solve that  prob
lem? 

These are not  spur of  the moment deci 
sions.  I t  Is  l ike a picture puzzle:  you 
must have a l l  the pieces and then things 
have to f i t  together properly.  Plan care
ful ly  and review your plans several  t imes.  
Consider a l l  your opt ions,  then double 
check your decisions!  

Remember,  your bui lder  wi l l  only bui ld 
what  you (and he)  have agreed upon,  and 
what  you specify.  He Is  not  a  mind rea

^ BORTHWICK^ 

Custom Tandem Framesets That 
Conform To Tour Requirements 

214 Rainbow Drive 
Marshalltown, Iowa 50158 

(515) 752-3208 

der.  Be c lear ,  and don't  make any mis
t a k e s ,  a s  y o u ,  y o u r  s t o k e r ,  a n d  y o u r  b u i l 
der  wi l l  have to l ive with them on the 
f inished product .  

I f  a l l  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  d e t e r  y o u  f r o m  
wanting a custom tandem, get  out  your 
measuring tape,  your penci l  and paper,  and 
get  started.  

W e  d i d  i t  ( t w i c e ,  a c t u a l l y ) ,  a n d  w e  h a v e  
been enjoying our creat ions ever s ince!  

Rudy and Kay Van Renterghem 
Tucson,  AZ 

/ifio 
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TANDEM CALENDAR 87 
July 3-5, 1987. Tandem CANADA. University of Guelph, 60 
miles west of Toronto. For those hardy souls intrepid 
enough to venture up to the Great White North, Pack up 
your tandem, back bacon, and polar bear repellant and join 
us for the first Canadian tandem rally. Are you interes
ted? SASE to the TANDEM CANADA '87, c/0 Pat & Gi11 Malo-
ney, 130 Ashdale Avenue, Toronto, ONT M4L 2Y9, Canada. 
(416/461-1698). 

July 18, 1987. ZOO ZIP. A 40km (roundtrip) ride to the 
Metro Zoo and back with lots of time to wander at the zoo. 
Bring lunch or buy it at McDonald's. Children especially 
welcome. Bring your regular walking shoes. 8:00 a.m. 
from Ashbridge's Bay parking lot, Coxwell & Lakeshore, 
Toronto, ON. Order in Mexican food after ride at Pat & 
Gil Maloney. Ph: (416)-699-6634. 

July 19, 1987. Double to Dairy Queen. Jan Lysen and Scott 
Anton, TCTC, will lead a ride guaranteed to make at least 
one "official" stop at a DQ someitfiere in the Twin Cities' 
area. Call Doug/Sara Laird for info. Ph: (612)-925-5185. 

July 24-26, 1987. Truce Weekend. The Chicago Area Tandem 
Society (C.A.T.S) and the Twin Cities' Tandem Clito (TCTC) 
calI a truce and plan a Loony Weekend at the Hoiiday Inn 

Holidome, Stevens Point, Wl 54481. Call Tom/Sherry 
Masters (312)-358-7797 to be included. 

July 30-August 2, 1987. New England Area Rally (NEAR'87). 
Ride along the beautiful New Hampshire and Maine 
coastlines. Historic Portsmouth, NH; Cape Naddick 
Lighthouse; New England Clambake; "Home-made" Ice Cream 
Party. Special rides for tandems' only, over flat to 
gently rolling terrain (with only an occasional "stinker" 
of a short h1111). To be held at the University of New 
Hampshire, Durham, NH. SASE to Linda Harvey (TCA VT-NH-ME 
rep), 16 CIInton Street, Salem, NH 03079. ph:(603)-898-
5285. 

August 14-16, 1987. Eastern Tandem Rally (Tandem '87). 
Stockton St. Col lege (near Atlantic City), NJ. Have a 
devil of a good time in the Pine Barrens of South Jersey 
at the 15th Eastern Tandem RaI ly. Register before iXine 
15th, 1987, or pay a late feel Send a SASE to TANDEM'87, 
c/o M. Synnestvedst, 116 Tavistock, Cherry Hill, NJ 
08034 

August 15, 1987. Hastings HI IIs'N'Dales. Ellen and Scott 
Andersen, TCTC, are planning a ride for the Hastings, MN, 
area. Contact Doug/Sara Laird (612)-925-5185. 
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August 22, 1987. The Garde's Ride to the Forks of Credit. 
About 80 km, starting at 10:00a.m. Contact Dave & Dorothy 
Garde (Toronto) for starting point and more details. Ph: 
(416)-699—6634. 

September 5-7, 1987. Midwest Tandem Rally (MTR'87). 
Grand Rapids, Ml. Don't miss this one! Send a SASE to 
Pat & Penny McNIcholas, 2852 Brisam N.E., Grand Rapids, Ml 
49505. Ph: (616)—364—9922. 

September 18-19, 1987. Niagara Theatre Overnlghter. 
Drive to the Niagara-on-the-Lake to stay at a Bed and 
Breakfast, tour the local countryside on Saturday and 
Sunday, and attend the theatre on Saturday evening. Nancy 
& Rudy Wolleswlnkel (416)-425-5856. CalI early for fulI 
details and to register. 

September 19, 1987. MORA (MN) 50. Ride or Race the Mora 
50, then drop by Karen and Harlen Hanson's for 

refreshments and war stories. Information from Doug/Sara 
Laird (612)-925-5185. 

October 3, 1987. Helluva Chile Ride. Weather willing, or 
not, Lynn Pagliarini and Ralph Hapness, TCTC, will host 
their third annual event from Farmington, MN. Save those 
special recipes, and call Doug/Sara Laird (612)-925-5185 
for more information. 

October 18, 1987. Terra Cotta. A 75 km ride to the Terra 
Cotta Inn (Mlssissauga, ON) for lunch and back again. 
Call Ted and Shirley Przyborowskl for instructions & where 
to meet.(416)—652—1483. 

November 6-8, 1987. Southern Tandem Rally. Winter Haven, 
FL, near the famed Cyprus Gardens' area of Florida. Send 
a SASE to Steve/Vickie Bent, 1316 Glenford Lane, Lakeland, 
FL 33813, or phone (813)-646-6547 for details/registra
tion. 

Have a tandem ride you'd like listed in the TCA Calendar? 
Send the Information to Jack & Susan Goertz, DoubleTalk 
Editors, and it'll rrn In DoubleTalk until the date of the 
event passes I Best yet, the listing Is free! 

Please limit your TCA Calendar listings to TANDEM-specIfic 
events. Thanks.—the Editors 

TCA DEALER MEMBERS 
BICYCLE WORLD. 747 So.  Broad St . ,  L i t l tz ,  
PA 17543.  Ph:  (717)-626-0650.  Custom 
Tandems by Rodney Moseman.  Frame 
Ref inishlng,  Custom WheeIbui IdIng,  Tandem 
Components and Accessories.  Let  us quote 
your tandem needs!  11/87 

TANDEMS, LIMITED. Qual i ty  tandems from 
Cal i fornia,  Pennsylvania,  and England.  
Demonstrat ions and test  r ides by appoint
ment.  Tandem parts and accessories,  too.  
Rte.  19,  Box 248,  Birmingham, AL 35244.  
Ph:  (205)-991-5519.  9 /87 

Become a TCA Dealer  Member!  A $30.00 
membership gives you a one year membership 
in  the Tandem Club of  America,  s ix  issues 
of  DoubleTalk,  and a 30-word ad c lassi f ied 
ad in each issue of  DoubleTalk whi le  you 
are a member.  Send a SASE to Jack and 
Susan Goertz ,  Editors,  DoubleTalk,  Rte 19,  
Box 248,  Birmingham, AL 35244 for  ful l  
information on the TCA Dealer  Member Pro
gram. 

Rates for  display ads avai lable upon re
quest .  Send a SASE to the Editors.  
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CLASSIF IEDS 
FOR SALE: Moseman Tandem. Men's/Men's 21x21, with low 
mileage. Showroom new. Deep blue with siIver accents, 
27" 48 spoke wheels w/schraeder valve tubes. Disc brakes 
front/rear and cantilevers tool Matching ESGE fenders. 
Blackburn racks front and rear. Quality equipped and 
geared for mountain terrain or high speed touring on the 
flats. Now fitted with Brooks saddles, but will refit to 
suit. This tandem is cross-country ready for $2500. Will 
consider all near and reasonable offers. George Jemer, 
11209 Longwood Grove Dr. Reston, VA 22094-1304. Ph: 
(703)-435—0644 (evenings and weekends) or (703)-974-3385 
(days at the office). 09/87 

FOR SALE: Santana Classic, 22x19 (New), $2100. Santana 
Sovereign, 23.5x20.5 (New), $2375. Contact Steve Bent 6 
Bent's Schwinn Cyclery, 1058 S. Florida Avenue, Lakeland, 
FL 33803. Ph: (813)-688-2126. SEE YOU AT THE SOUTHERN 
TANDEM RALLY I 09/87 

FOR SALE: Jack Taylor Custom "Grand Marathon" tandem. 
Double Diamond 24x22, 15 speeds, cantilever and disc 
brakes. Phil Wood hubs, bottom brackets, and pedals. 
Complete with fenders, lights, and front & rear racks. 
Two sets of wheels, 36° and 48°. Excellent condition. 
$1600. LesFlink, 203 School house Drive, Linwood, NJ 
08221 (near Atlantic City). Ph: (609)-927-5557. 09/87 

WANTED: Objective roadtests, with photos, of tandems by 
Terry Osell, Bill Boston, and other quality frame-
builders. Send articles, photos (prints only), etc. to 
Jack & Susan Goertz, Editors of DoubleTalk. 

WANTED: Voluiteer artlst(s) to prepare sketches, car
toons, and illustrations to Jack & Susan Goertz, Rte 19, 
Box 248, Birmingham, AL 35244. 

FOR SALE: Custom Tandem by Phi I Fischer. Low top-tube, 
but high headset and long seat posts make this unique 
machine suitable for a wide range of sizes (we're normally 
24/19, but have set it up 19/24 in the past alsol). 18 
speeds, rear cross-over, reinforced TA crankset. Unique 
cantilever brake setup, can use 27" or 650-B rims, comes 
with 27". Lots of room for stoker. All touring 
accessories included (4 panniers, lights, custom racks, 

Avocet seats). Very comfortable bike. Only $1195, or 
best reasonable offer. Richard & Linda Kleinhenz, 153 All 
Angels Hill Road, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590. Ph: 
(914)—297—1812 evenings. 07/87 

FOR SALE: 1976 Bill Boston tandem, 23/23 para I lei, TA 
triple, Shimano rear disc brake, two sets 700C wheels. 
Asking $2000. Bob Dollar, 2904 SummerfieId Road, Falls 
Church, VA 22042. Ph: (703)-536-4968. 07/87 

FOR SALE: 1978 Bill Boston tandem, 22.5x19.75, TA triple, 
Phil Wood rear disc brake, asking $2000. Bob Dollar, 2904 
SummerfieId Road, Falls Church, VA 22042. Ph: (703)-536-
4968. 07/87 

WANTED: Triplet. Please send specs and asking price to 
David Taylor, 123 Main Street, Byfleld, MA 01922, or call 
(617)—465—8673 most evenings. 07/87 

WANTED: Rene Herse Paris, old style 15-speed touring 
tandem. Send detalIs to Steve Reker, 1636 Christy Court, 
St. Charles, MO 63303. Ph: (314)-928-7109. 07/87 

FOR SALE: MotoBecane Tandem. Men's/Mixte. 12-speeds. 
In good condition. Complete with rear rack, cyclometer, 
handlebar bag, etc. Rooftop Car Carrier for Tandem 
included. Asking $400. Call John Bennett, collect, at 
(205)—991—2043. 09/87 

FOR SALE: PHIL Wood rear tandem hub. 48°, 140mm width 
(dropout-to-dropout). 65mm flange on left threaded for 
brake. Has been buiIt-up, but never used. $55.00. Bob 
Phllpott, 870 Collier Drive, San Leandro, CA 94577 09/87 

FOR SALE: Many miscellaneous bike parts (mostly for 
singles, but many will work on tandems), Including 
seatposts, stems, cranksets, headsets, and more! Call or 
send SASE to James Mackay, P.O. Box 464, Wheaton, IL, 
60189-0464. Ph: (312)-668-4438. 09/87 

FOR SALE: Specialized Tandem. 24x22 Men's/Men's. 
Columbus Tandem Titoeset, Phil Wood 48° hubs. Sugino AT 
Triple Crankset, Mafac Cantilever brakes, hub brake. 
Excel lent condition. $1095. Bill Trampus, 29232 Shirley, 
Madison Heights, Ml 48071. Ph: (313)-544-2524 09/87 

Classified advertising rates available upon request. Send 
a SASE to the Editors. Non-commercial Classifieds are 
free to TCA Members. 
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