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DEADLINE FOR THE MAY-JUNE, 1988, ISSUE 
IS APRIL 1, 1988 

FROM THE EDITOR 

I  apologize!  Never before have I  star ted 
of f  a column wi th an apology,  but  th is  t ime 
I  feel  that  I  owe you one.  The January-
February issue was la te,  and i t  was par­
t ia l ly  our faul t .  F i rs t ,  the issue turned 
out  to  be the largest  issue of  DoubleTalk 
yet .  That  means the layout  took longer 
than p lanned.  Add to that  the fact  that ,  
when we changed pr inters,  we a lso changed 
layout  people.  Then we took the paste-ups 
to the pr inter .  The pr inter  accepted them, 
but  to ld us he wasn' t  doing any pr int ing 
between Chr is tmas and New Year 's .  So that  
made us another week la te.  Then Birmingham 
got  a snow storm the f i rs t  Thursday af ter  
New Year 's ,  which knocked the power out  at  
the pr inters for  two days.  So there was 
another two-day delay.  F inal ly  the pr int ­
ing was f in ished,  but  our  t roubles weren' t  
over  yet !  Whi le the pr inter  was t r imming 
each booklet  down to the 8.5x11 s ize,  
l ightening h i t  the shop and knocked the 
e lectr ic  kni fe out .  Two days la ter  i t  
s t i l l  wasn' t  f ixed,  so the pr inter  con­
t racted wi th another f i rm to f ins ih of f  the 
books!  We f ina l ly  received them on Thurs­
day,  January 14th.  Susan and I  stayed up 
la te label ing,  sor t ing,  and stacking over 
700 issues of  DoubleTalk so that  we could 
get  them to the Post  Of f ice on Fr iday,  as 
Monday was a Federal  hol iday and they would 
be even Iater  !  

We s incerely hope everyone is  as p leased 
as we are wi th the qual i ty  of  the pr int ing.  
We th ink that ,  la te though i t  was,  the 
pr inter  d id an outstanding job wi th the 
Issue,  and we look forward to the same 
qual i ty ,  but  in  a more t imely manner,  for  
future issues.  

In order to help us insure we get  each 
issue in  the mai l  by no la ter  than the 

f i rs t  Monday of  the cover date,  we are 
asking you to send in  a l l  edi tor ia l  mate­
r ia l  to us by the 1st  of  the month prece­
ding the cover date.  This means that  the 
next  edi tor ia l  deadl ine,  for  the May-June 
issue,  is  a lmost  upon us a l ready.  Please 
mai l  your ar t ic les to us by Apr i l  1 ,  1988.  
We know i t 's  a rush,  but  p lease help us 
out !  

We've received many designs for  a pro­
posed TCA T-shi r t .  We' l l  be sending out  
copies of  a l l  the designs to a l l  the TCA 
reps in  March.  I f  i t 's  possib le to reach a 
consensus,  maybe we are c loser  to a new 
design.  We've had a lo t  of  in terest  ex­
pressed in  such a sh i r t .  Keep reading 
DoubleTalk.  We' l l  le t  you know how the 

and when ( i f?)  a new judging 
shi r t  is  

progresses,  
a v a i t a b l e .  

One "perk"  we enjoy as edi tors of  Double­
Talk is  the newslet ters we receive f rom 
other  local  tandem c lubs.  We receive news­
le t ters f rom the Chicago Area Tandem So­
c iety (C.A.T.S.) ,  the Twin Ci t ies '  Tandem 
Club (Minneapol is) ,  and th is  month we re­
ceived a copy of  newslet ter  f rom the west  
coast ,  the CounterPointers (Port land,  OR),  
just  for  owners of  the CounterPoint  tan­
dems. We enjoy them a l l ,  and we use ideas 
f rom them f rom t ime to t ime (wi th due cre­
d i t  to the source,  of  course) .  Please keep 
them coming our  way.  I f  you are interested 
in learning more about  each of  these local  
newslet ters,  p lease contact  the edi tors 
d i rect ly .  We've l is ted thei r  addresses 
below. And i f  there are any other  local  
tandem-or iented c lubs out  there,  p lease 
have them contact  us.  We'd l ike to know 
about  them, too.  

Send DOUBLETALK art ic les to Jack & Susan Goertz,  Rte.  19,  Box 248,  Bi rmingham, AL 35244 
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Winter  is  about  over  in  Alabama—we ac­

tual ly  had several  weeks of  cold weather 
th is  year.  We hope to be back up to par 
wi th our tandem mi leage by the end of  
March.  I t 's  been a s low year so far ,  and 
we're get t ing cabin fever .  

Unt i I  next  t ime— 

Chicago Area Tandem Society (C.A.T.S.)  
c /o Tom and Sherry Masters 
302 E.  WiI  low Road 
Barr ington,  IL 50010 

Dues:  $8.00/year 

Twin Ci t ies '  Tandem Club 
c /o Sara & Doug Lai rd 
5232 Edenmoor Street  
Edina,  MN 55436 

Dues:  $8.00/year 

CounterPointers 
c /o Rick Pope & Becky Taylor  
6305 S.W. Roundtree Court  
Port land,  OR 97219 

Dues:  $5.00/year 

YOU KNOW YOU'RE FULLY RACKED FOR 
T O U R I N G  W H E N  T H E  G U Y S  O N  T H E  B I G  
HOGS THINK YOU ARE ONE OF THEM! 

LETTERS TO D0UBLETALK 

Dear DoubleTalk:  

We have enjoyed the four  issues of  the 
newslet ter  we have received s ince becoming 
members of  TCA. However,  I  must  say that  
the NOV-DEC issue was the best  yet .  I  
found each ar t ic le interest ing and 
enter ta in ing.  

We have been tandemming for  over a 
decade and have just  recent ly  t raded in  
our o ld Gi tane for  a new Santana Arr iva.  
Al though we have only taken a few short  
r ides on the new b ike,  we are a l ready 
impressed wi th the smooth r ide and 
maneuverabi l i ty .  We are looking forward to 
the next  "n ice"  weekend to add a few more 
mi les to our road test .  

We would be very in terested in 
purchasing TCA T-shi r ts  i f  you come up 
wi th a design.  We're sorry we have no 
ta lent  in  that  area.  

Keep up the good work!  

Dick & Jackie Durret t  
105 Second Street  
Glenwood Spr ings,  CO 81601 

Dear DoubleTalk:  

On the topic of  Arai  drum brakes,  how do 
you remove i t  f rom the hub? I 'm bound to 
break a spoke on that  s ide at  some point .  

Best  regards,  

J i m  &  L i n d a  M a c  I v e r  
Columbia,  Mary land 
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Dear J im & Linda: 

I  hope you saw the Tandem Toolbox 
ar t ic le In the January-February issue. 
That gave one solut ion for a home tool .  
Another solut ion is to go to an auto 
supply store and buy a 41mm (1 5/8 )  deep 
socket.  The brake is r ight-hand threaded. 

Jack Goertz 

Dear DoubleTalk:  

Short ly af ter  the Nov-Dec issue of  
DoubleTalk appeared, I  got a 'phone cal l  
f rom Josh Berger,  a TCA member in 
Riverdale,  NY. He to ld me Pedalpusher Ski  
& Sport ,  near Phi ladelphia,  had 
replacement shoes for  Arai  brakes. 

I  couldn' t  f ind Arai  brake shoes In my 
P S 8 c S  catalog, but a phone cal l  establ ished 
that PS8cS d id,  In fact ,  have them. The 
part  number was 118-0984, and the pr ice 
was $9.95 a set .  I  ordered two sets;  the 
total  cost  was $23.65, wich included a 
$3.75 U P S  charge. They arr ived f ive days 
later,  but I  have yet  to instal l  them. 

Pedalpusher Ski  8c Sport  is  located at  
659 Easton Road — that 's Route 611 — in 
Horsham, PA. The mai l ing address is  P.O. 
Box 82,  Horsham, PA 19044. The to l l - f ree 
number for  orders is  1-800-523-7576. 

Incidental ly,  PS8.S has a dandy catalog. 

Best regards,  
J im Reynolds 
OradeI I ,  NJ 

Dear DoubleTalk:  

We enjoy reading DoubleTalk.  We would,  
however,  l ike to see a few more ar t ic les 
relat ing to the unique aspects of  tandem 
maintenance (Jay,  are you l is tening?).  In 
the meant ime, p lease consider 

ANOTHER COMMENTARY 
TRANSPORT TANDEMS 

ON MINI VANS TO 

Af ter  reading a number of  let ters to 
DoubleTalk,  and seeing several  Chrysler 
Corporat ion minivans at  b ike events,  we 
d id some comparison shopping among the 
three domest ic manufacturers as we do t ry 
to buy American when possible.  Af ter  
comparing the features of  the Chrysler and 
Ford minivans, we chose a seven passenger 
1987 Ford Aerostar for  the fo l lowing 
reasons: 

We have seen a wide var iety of  racks 
being used inside the van to support  the 
tandem. We envis ioned needing the same. 
We found, though, that  when the th i rd 
fu l l -s ize passenger seat was removed f rom 
the Aerostar,  the tandem f i t  very n icely,  
ta i l  f i rst ,  along the r ight  s ide of  the 
van between the second shorter two-
passenger seat and the s l id ing door.  We 
were able to secure the bike wi th a strap 
to the hand hold next to the s ide door.  
This lef t  room for  up to four people and 
lots of  equipment.  

The Aerostar is  about 10 inches ta l ler  
than the Chrysler vans and some inches 
lower than the Chevey Astro,  and I t  has a 
f lat  rear opening. This makes loading and 
unloading the tandem a breeze. One 
problem, of  course, In the added height is  
that  i t  is harder for  us to get our canoe 
on and of f  of  the roof rack.  

Car l  E.  Frasch 
131 0 0  B u r  I  w o o d  D r i v e  
Rockvi l ie,  MD 20853 
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1987 TCA TANDEM 

SURVEY RESULTS 

At long last ,  here are the resul ts from 
the 1987 TCA Survey. Admit tedly,  these 
resul ts have been a long t ime coming. 
Af ter  a few major l i fe-sty le changes, and 
lots of  t ime spent explor ing the anything-
but boring San Francisco Bay Area, I 
f inal ly got down to business tabulat ing a l l  
the responses and putt ing them together in 
th is semi-art ic le form. 

These resul ts are from the survey 
publ ished in DoubleTalk in the March-Apr i l ,  
1987, issue. The numbers don' t  always 
core late from quest ion to quest ion (do they 
ever?),  but  I  th ink we can s t i l l  draw some 
conclusions from them. 

I  th ink most of  you had fun complet ing 
the survey, and we certainly had fun 
reading the answers.  We a lso received a 
number of  comments that  wi l l  be valuable In 
conduct ing a s imi lar  survey in the future.  

Basic stat ist ics (Quest ions 1-4):  

# Respondents 
Average age 
Years r idden 
Mi les/year 

Total  
142 

40.1 
4.0 

1855 

FemaIe 
60 
35.3 
3.2 

1943 

5.  The type of  tandems we r ide:  

# tandems 
Tandem type: 

Common upr ight  
Upr ight Cap­

ta in,  rec.  
stoker 

Recumbent both 
Other 

121 

5 
1 
6 

10 

Ma le 
81 
43.4 

4.7 
1774 

3 

1 

6. How we use our tandems: 

Times/year:  10 or more 6-10 1-5 
Recreat ion 118 13 10 
Transportat ion 24 27 
Commuting 5 2 10 
Taxi  service 3 
Other 7 2 10 

7.  Which posi t ion(s) do you r ide? 

58% Captain 42% Stoker 

8.  I f  you always r ide one posi t ion,  why do 
you not r ide the other posi t ion:  

55% — The stoker feels hesi tant  about 
captaining. 

11% — Stoker wants to stoke and not 
captain 

11% — I t  is a pain to change the bike to 
accommodate the di f ferent s izes 

9% — The captain would not stoke 

Bicycle Boutique 
presents 

STERLING 
SILVER 
$25.95 

14K 
GOLD 
$49.95 

This lovely Tandem Charm in 14K Gold or 
Sterling Siver (Approximate Weight 2.0 Grams). 

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back If returned within 
thirty (30) days. 

Pleas* Send Check Or Money Order To: 
Bicycle Boutique 
5901 Warner Ave. Ste. 421 

Huntington Beach, CA 92649 

California Residents add 6% Sales Tax. All orders add $3.00 for 
shipping/handling charges. 

Sorry no COD's or Credit Cards accepted. Please allow three weeks for 
delivery. All prices subject to change without notice. 

Send SASE toi brochure on other /ewelry items available from Bicycle Boutique. 
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9 .  I f  y o u r  a r e  a b l e  t o  r i d e  b o t h  c a p t a i n  
a n d  s t o k e r ,  w h a t  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i f  a n y ,  d i d  
y o u  h a v e  i n  a c h i e v i n g  t h a t  o p t i o n :  

Of the  5  responses to  th is  quest ion ,  two 
sa id  they  needed ex t ra  long s toker  
seatposts ,  two capta ins  had to  conv ince 
the  s toker  to  capta in ,  and one cyc l is t ,  
when capta in ing ,  cou ld  hand le  a  s toker  
on ly  up to  a  cer ta in  s ize .  

10.  Who hand les  the  brak ing? 

92% — Capta in  
0% — Stoker  
8% — Both  

11.  Who hand les  the  sh i f t ing? 

96% — Capta in  
2% — Stoker  
2% — Both  

12.  Who reads the  map and determines the  
route? 

32% — We take tu rns  
20% — Stoker ,  most ly  
40% — Capta in ,  most  I y  

8% — Map,  what  map? 

The responses to  quest ions  13-19 may no t  
add up to  100% because on ly  the  top  3-5  
responses are  l i s ted .  

13.  In  your  op in ion ,  what  i s  most  d i f f i ­
cu l t  about  be ing the  capta in?  

61% — Respons ib i l i t y  fo r  s teer ing ,  b ra­
k ing ,  watch ing t ra f f i c ,  concent ra­
t ing ,  sa fe ty  

1 4 %  — Being aware o f  s toker 's  concerns  
10% — Communicat ing  w i th  s toker  

Other  comments  o f  no te :  One person wro te  
tha t  most  d i f f i cu l t  was pay ing fo r  the  
b ike  and and a l l  the  la tes t  match ing 
je rseys .  

14 .  What  i r r i ta tes  you most  
tandemming w i th  your  No.  1  s toker?  

about  

27% — Incompat ib le  r id ing  techn iques 
24% — Incompat ib le  r id ing  ab i l i t ies  
20% — Backseat  d r iv ing  

4 %  — Try ing to  nav igate  

Other  comments :  "She can reach my buns,  
b u t  I  c a n ' t  r e a c h  h e r s ! "  

15 .  What  do  you l i ke  the  most  about  r id ing  
capta in  as  compared to  r id ing  your  so lo  
b ike? 

64% — Togetherness  and conversat ion  
12% — Can go fa r ther  fas ter  

5% — Teamwork  
5 %  —  S m o o t h  r i d e  

Other  comments :  "Backrubs"  "Peop le  
po in t ing  a t  our  b ike ,  our  shor ts "  

Quest ions  16-19 were  to  be answered by  
s t o k e r s  o n l y .  

16 .  In  your  op in ion ,  what  i s  most  
d i f f i cu l t  about  be ing the  s toker?  

38% — Hav ing no cont ro l  and hav ing to  
t rus t  the  capta in  

32% — Not  see ing ahead 
5% — No communicat ion  

17 .  What  i r r i ta tes  you most  about  
tandemming w i th  your  No.  1  capta in?  

46% — Incompat ib le  r id ing  ab i l i t ies  and 
des i res  

31% — No communicat ion  w i th  capta in  
4% — No apprec ia t ion  f rom the capta in  

Other  comments :  "Can ' t  escape my cap­
t a i n ' s  f l a t u l e n c e . "  

6 
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18. What do you l ike the most about r id ing 
stoker as compared wi th r id ing a s ingle 
bike? 

29% — No control ,  no responsibi l i t ies,  
can take in a l l  the scenery 

24% — Can go far ther,  faster,  and wi th 
less ef for t  

14% — The tandem is a great equal izer 
6% — Working as a team 
5% — More comfortable 
4% — Stoker doesn' t  r ide single 
3% — I t 's  more fun 

Other comments:  "Appreciate the bug 
shield" "Like to pul l  my dad up the h i l l "  
"Like to watch my captain 's t rapezius 
museles" 

19. Is your tandem equipped wi th a chi ld 
conversion at tachment? 

10% — Yes 
89% — No 

1% — What 's a chi ld conversion? 

20. Are you a member of  the Tandem Club of  
America? 

80% — Yes 
20% - -  No 

Resul ts compi led by Laura Mappin,  Palo 
Al to,  CA 

JACK TAYLOR 
• Cycles 
• Tandems 
• Touring Equipment 
Write for NEW Catalogue Ifl 

J A C K  T A Y L O R  C Y C L E S ,  
105 Church Road, Stockton-on Tees, 
TS18 2LY, Cleveland County, England. 
Telephone: 0642-607615 

FALL CRUSH TANDEM 
TOUR — 1987 

Another tandem r ide jo ined the ranks in 
1987 when the Fal l  Crush tandem tour was 
announced for  the weekend of  October 17-18. 
55 couples assembled in Cal istoga, CA, for  
a weekend of  r id ing,  social iz ing,  and mu­
tual  b icycle admirat ion.  Organizers Bob 
Phi lpot t  and Robin Smith (TCA western 
reps) had planned to reserve a block of  
rooms at  a h istor ic Cal istoga hotel ,  expec­
t ing perhaps 10 couples.  As registrat ions 
came in,  th is plan had to be abandoned. 
Tandem couples converged on var ious camp­
grounds, motels,  and bed-and breakfast  inns 
for  the weekend. 

Especial ly for  those who had never been 
on a tandems-only tour,  the array of  b icy­
cl ing machinery was fascinat ing.  Tandems 
ran the gamut f rom Scwhinn Twinns to 
custom-bui I ts,  and f ramebui lder Rick 
Jorgenson (Tango Tandems of  Davis,  CA) 
topped everyone when he arr ived with his 
quad. 

Cal istoga is at  the northern end of  CA's 
Napa Val ley.  This beaut i fu l  area is  famous 
for  I ts  vineyards,  winer ies,  hot spr ings,  
and bal loon r ides.  Dur ing October the 
" fa l l  crush" takes place —grapes are 
harvested and crushed, then fermented, 
blended, and t ransformed into di f ferent 
var letals.  The d ist inct ive scent of  the 
crush is val ley-wide. Vineyard leaves 
begin to turn,  the Napa Val ley 's version of  
the East 's " leaf  season."  

Bob & Robin organized a var iety of  r ides 
that provided something for  everyone's 
abi l i ty  and wishes. Their  routes of fered a 
fu l l  century,  several  50-60 mi lers into 
surrounding val leys,  and a f lat  route that  
meandered around winer ies and smal l  towns. 
W e  w e n t  w i n e - t a s t i n g ,  p e d a l e d  a l o n g  r o l l i n g  
h i l ls  just  made for  tandems, c l imbed 
r idges, and admired v ineyard fa l l  colors.  
Grape v ines had become showy displays of  
red, green, and golden leaves. 
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When we gathered for  each day's r ides,  
other v is i tors stared. Cal istoga gets a 
lot  of  organized bicycle tour ist  t raf f ic ,  
but commercial  tours don' t  feature tandems 
and coordinated out f i ts.  

A barbeque Saturday night brought every­
one together to swap stor ies.  After a good 
feast ,  we were t reated to a special  s l ide 
show. Rick Jorgenson explained his frame-
bui ld ing techniques, then descr ibed his 
harrowing exper iences r id ing the quad on a 
15-day, 3000-mi le tour across the U.S. One 
quad, by the way, does not equal  two tan­
dems or four s ingles.  Speed di f ferences 
are exagerated on h i l ls  and f lats are com­
mon. Breakdowns are f requent,  and the bike 
is Impossible to f ix  in local  b ike shops. 
Despi te the of for ts of  i ts  determined crew, 
the quad tended to lead from the rear!  

Kudos to Bob and 
western tandem tour!  
to more. 

Robin for  th is f i rst  
We're looking forward 

Mir iam S. Clair  
Sunnyvale,  CA 

r Tandem Bicycles 1 

'EXPERIENCE THE ECSTASY" 
-COLOR BROCHURE S2j(»() 
LIPPY CYCLES, INC. 

60265 FAUGARWEE • BEND, OR 97702 

ROAD TEST OF THE 1987  

DAWES SUPER GALAXY 

Our DAWES arr ived from the dealer/ impor­
ter  neat ly packed in a very large tandem 
carton. I t  was fu l ly  assembled and adjus­
ted wi th the except ion of  the handlebars,  
f ront  saddle,  and pedals.  Included acces­
sor ies were pump, toe c l ips and straps, 
Esge fenders and rear rack.  Fi t t ings are 
provided for  3 water bot t le holders and a 
f ront  carr ier .  Thoughtful ly included as a 
brake lock for  parking the bike.  Final  
assembly took under 20 minutes.  

The DAWES tested was a 23" x 21.5" Mara­
thon design f in ished in medium, metal l ic  
blue wi th a minimum of  at t ract ive decals — 
name and "hand-bui l t "  and "Super Galaxy" — 
in scr ipt .  First  impression, and later 
conf i rmed af ter  an extended r ide,  was that  
there are extra,  welcome inches in the 
length.  Both f ront  and back are "normal"  
b icycle s ized. This is  not always the case 
wi th tandems. Three brakes are provided— 
front and rear cant i levers working of f  the 
r ight  brake lever and an Arai  rear drum 
brake on the lef t  lever.  The brakes worked 
we I  I .  

The dr ive t ra in consists of  Strongl ight  
cranksets.  The rear is  a t r ip le with 48-
40-28 r ings working wi th a 6-speed ATOM 
f ree wheel cover ing 13-32 teeth.  Shi f ters 
are a SHIMANO rear and a no-name f ront .  
This ent i re combinat ion leaves something to 
b e  d e s i r e d  a l t h o u g h  t h e  t a n d e m  i s  s t i l l  a  
f ine value at  the pr ice.  The Strongl ight  
crankset does not have enough c learance 
between the r ight  crank and the shi f ter  to 
work on the 13 tooth sprocket wi thout rub­
bing, given the normal f lexing of  any 
f rame. The f i t t ing of the 13-tooth minimum 
free wheel does take care of  th is problem. 
I t  doesn' t  work!  I  have never found that  
13-tooth sprockets work.  I t  seems that  the 
angle of  the teeth and the angle created by 
t h e  d i a m e t e r  o f  t h e  1 3 - t o o t h  s p r o c k e t  i t -
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sel f  causes the chain to skip when pressure 
is appl ied.  The solut ion,  i f  DAWES is  
l is tening, is  to use Sugino cranksets wi th 
a 54-tooth large chain r ing and a 14-tooth 
minimum rear.  

Enough negat ive,  there is much more good. 
Hubs are Suzue 40-hole tandem hubs wi th 
sealed bear ings. Rims are Weinmann. 
T i res,  sensibly,  are 700c x 32,  which may 
make the pur ists i l l ,  but g iven the weight 
of  the tandem, provide enough volume wi th in 
the casing to accommodate bumps, ra i l road 
tracks and potholes.  

The r ide is comfortable,  handl ing is 
cr isp,  i f  that  can be said of  a device that  
has been nicknamed the "Orange Blossom 
Special"  af ter  the famous t ra in immorta­
l ized in the song of  the same name. 
Singles on the same c lub r ide are amazed at  
the ease wi th which the DAWES eats up the 
mi les!  No, I  can' t  te l l  you how wel l  i t  
c l imbs h i l ls  as there are none in South 
Flor ida.  The gear ing suggests that  there 
is  no mountain that  can' t  be at tacked. 

One last  n iggle,  i f  I  may. Both sets of  
toe-cl ips are mediums. With a 23" f ront ,  
one might guess that  " large" would be more 
appropr iate.  In summary,  the DAWES is  an 
excel lent  value and lots of  fun.  Every­
th ing is al loy.  Handlebar tape is leather­
l ike and good looking and a l l  f i t t ings are 
adequate (but not top of  the l ine).  With 
changes to the dr ive t ra in,  not cost ing 
anything, th is would be a wor ld beater.  

Barbara Ma lone 
Coral  Spr ings,  FL 

i  s a 
wh i  ch 

and 

BAC AND THE POTOMAC 
PILGRIMAGE 

The Bicycle Adventure Club (BAC) 
non-prof i t  cycl ing organizat ion 
sponsors t r ips in the Uni ted States 
abroad. Their  current headquarters is  in 
San Diego, CA. Tr ips are organized by 
unpaid volunteers who make the arrangements 
for  hotels,  eat ing,  and sag-wagons. The 
sag-wagon is  for  haul ing luggage, and i t  
wi l l  p ick up r iders in an emergency, but  i t  
does not sweep the route to give help along 
the way. Dr iv ing is shared by a l l  r iders 
for the most part .  Each r ider pays h is own 
b i l ls  for rooms and food each day. 

Internat ional  t r ips have included France, 
I ta ly,  England, New Zealand, and Japan. '  
U.S. t r ips have covered Virginia,  the 
Badlands, Cape Cod, Bucks County,  Ml,  the 
Berkshires,  and Cal i fornia.  

Peggy and I  recent ly jo ined the BAC for  a 
6-day tour start ing in Alexandr ia,  VA. The 
f i rst  day was a s ight-seeing tour of  
Washington, DC. Af terwards we rode from 
Alexandr ia to Leesburg.  The group had two 
opt ions to choose from—a 40-mi le bike path 
or a 55-mi le tour which included a crossing 
of  the Potomac at  White 's Ferry.  This 
longer route was h i l ly ,  and the weather was 
hot ,  too—92 degree weather.  

From Leesburg the tour went to Harper 's 
Ferry.  This day i t  was ra in ing. No one 
complained about the dr ippy weather,  
though, as i t  was a very welcome change 
from the f i rst  day's 92 degree heat.  Side 
point  — I f  for  some strange reason you ever 
f ind yoursel f  in Lovettsvi I  Ie,  VA, there is  
a great place to eat,  the Vi l lage Inn. 
I t  s got great food and the hosts of fer  
super hospi ta l I ty.  

Leesburg is  only a short  27 mi le r ide 
from Middleburg,  our dest inat ion for  the 
third night. Middleburg is located In some 
beaut i fu l  country,  just  r ight  for  
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bicycl ing.  
countryside, 
too.  This 
the local  

We took advantage of  
and spent the fourth day 
al lowed us a day just  to 
countryside, v is i t ing 

farms, winer ies,  and some of  the 
towns. 

the 
there 

tour 
horse 
sma I  I  

The f inal  day of  the tour was spent 
r id ing the Ward OD Trai l ,  an o ld rai l road 
bed that  has been converted to accomodate 
walkers,  equestr ians,  and b icycl ists.  An 
interest ing mix,  to say the least .  The 
t ra i l  goes through some very populated 
areas, but  i t  is  del ight fu l  r id ing.  We 
even saw a red fox and a blue indigo! 

That was 
enjoyed! 

the l i fe as l i fe was meant to be 

David and Peggy Bowen 
New London, NH 

CROSSING THE US,  

THE SHORT WAY 

"Elder ly,"  "older,"  "senior c i t izens."  
Don' t  bel ieve a word of  i t ,  at  least  not i f  
you are ta lk ing about a tandem couple.  
Last summer Ken & Vi  Lewis,  members of  the 
Twin Ci t ies '  Tandem Club [TCTC],  took of f  
f rom St.  Paul  and crossed the Uni ted States 
from north to south.  And i f  that  wasn' t  
enough, before they lef t  on th is journey 
they took a 1000-mi le warm-up t r ip to 
Canada, just  to see i f  they could t ravel  
together.  

Ken says the t r ip was a del ight ,  wi th no 
real  problems whatsoever.  Sure they were 
chased by dogs one day, and they had two 
f lat  t i res and eight broken spokes, but  
that  just  made the t r ip more interest ing.  

Ken and Viola Yarbrough Lewis, avid 63-year-old bicyclists, sit on their $2,400 custom built bicycle. 
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Then don' t  forget the t ime they were locked 
in on the th i rd f loor of  an o ld hotel  on a 
n ight  when they wanted to be on the road by 
noon. Ken and Vi  both say that  these " l i t ­
t le things" just  make the t r ip more memora­
b le,  and more fun to ta lk about wi th a l l  
their  f r iends. 

The route they chose took them through 
Minnesota,  Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklaho­
ma, and Texas, then on across the border 
into Mexico,  just  to make the crossing 
complete.  A special  h ighl ight  of  their  
t r ip was seeing old f r iends at  the Confed­
erate Air  Show in Har l ingen, TX. Of 
course, th is v is i t  made the local  newspa­
pers.  

One aspect of  the t r ip that wi l l  probably 
amaze a l l  of  Ken & Vi 's  thousands of  
f r iends is "Forty-one days on the road, and 
not one s ingle argument."  Ken at t r ibutes 
th is display of  perfect  harmony to the fact  
that  he and Vi  are also the best of  
f r  iends. 

Ken and Vi  completed the round t r ip on 
AMTRAK, as planned. A perfect  t r ip that 
Ken had teen planning for  13-14 years was 
over.  

—This ar t ic le was compi led from several  
newspaper reports of  Ken & Vi 's  journey. 

WOWIE MAUI!! 

As we wr i te th is art ic le we are t ry ing 
desperately to get over the shock of  the 
ice and snow that  greeted us in Port land, 
OR th is morning on our return from the 
Hawai ian Is land of  Maui.  We had planned 
th is t r ip back in Apr i l  as a winter escape 
and a chance to do some swimming and snor­
kel  ing on warm sunny beaches. Af ter  

reading an ar t ic le in B i  eye I  ing Magazine 
about the volcano Haleakala,  we decided to 
take our tandem to Maui and at tempt to r ide 
i t  to the top.  Kaleakala soars 10,026 
feet  above sea level  and is  the steepest 
paved road to that height in the wor ld.  So 
why would anybody want to r ide a bike up 
i t? Why a tandem bike which is  known to be 
s low and cumbersome on long cl imbs? 

Wei I . .  .having r idden our tandem around 
Mt.  St .  Helens and around the r im of  Crater 
Lake, we have developed a real  fascinat ion 
for volcanos. Besides, we l ike being to­
gether,  especial ly when we found out the 
a i r l ines'  fees would amount to $50 each way 
for  s ingle bikes,  the same as for  the tan­
dem. So we boxed the tandem and i t  was 
"here today, gone to Maui."  

We at tempted the c l imb New Year 's morning 
at  the crack of  dawn and soon found our­
selves in a t ropical  ra in storm. At 3,000 
feet  we were to ld that the weather on top 
was near f reezing wi th gale force winds and 
zero v is ib i l i ty—not good cycl ing weather!  
We cal led a f r iend to come rescue us,  and 
we later heard that  i t  had rained more in 
Honolulu in those two days than i t  had in 
al  I  of  1987. 

Sunday af ter  the storm had passed, we 
started at  the 3,000 foot  level  in an at­
tempt to c l imb the last  7,026 feet  to the 
top.  We spent the ent i re day in granny 
gear on a h i l l  that  never lets up. The 
toughest part  was r ight  af ter  the Nat ional  
Park Headquarters,  a 5 mi le stretch of  10 
1/2% grade at  8,000 feet of  e levat ion.  We 
s t o p p e d  e v e r y  m i l e  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  e v e r y  h a l f  
mi le In an at tempt to catch our breath.  

The people were very support ive,  cheer ing 
u s  o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  t o u r i s t s  w h o  h a d  p a i d  
to do the famous Maui Downhi l l .  For $60-
$70 you can be taken In a van wi th a tour 
leader to do the 36-mi le downhi l l  in a 
group. We counted wel l  over 150 people 
doing th is popular event.  
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During the day the mist  and c louds would 

break long enough for  us to take in  breath­
tak ing v iews of  the mountain,  the is lands,  
and the ocean.  We even saw a pack of  wi Id 
boar and a p lant  cal led s i lver  sword which 
can only be found on th is  s lope.  Wel l ,  we 
made i t  to the top wi th much respect  for  
the mountain and i ts  harsh weather.  A s ign 
warned v is i tors to walk s lowly because of  
the a l t i tude.  We peered in to Haleakala 's  
3,000 foot  deep crater ,  a crater  large 
enough to hold the ent i re is land of  Manhat­
tan.  No wonder the nat ives cal l  i t  the 
House of  the Sun.  The park ranger to ld us 
that  she had seen only one other  tandem, 
ever ,  make I t  to the top,  and she asked to 
take our p ic ture.  

Oh yes,  and then i t  was the 36-mi le down­
h i l l ,  wi th i ts  29 swi tchbacks.  F i rs t  the 
bone-chi l l ing cold,  then the fog,  then the 
r ian,  then cross winds,  and f inal ly !  At  
last  we had the warmth of  the t ropical  sun 
and a l l  the good feel ings that  come wi th 
having made i t  to the top and back!  

Doing i t  the cheap way,  
Chuck and Nancy Mei t le  
Corval  l is ,  OR 

PS: On the f l ight  home our  capta in announ­
ced that  due to the st rong ta i l  winds,  we 
had just  broken 760 mph! HAS YOUR TANDEM 
GONE MACH ONE? 

PEDALING PARTNERS 

The fact  that  Gery Jahoda is  legal ly  
b l ind d idn ' t  s top him and h is  wi fe Pat  f rom 
tackl ing a tour  of  Europe by tandem last  
summer.  

In  June,  the Jahodas,  TCA members f rom 
Tal lahassee,  FL,  loaded thei r  Santana onto 
an Icelandic Ai r  L ines f l ight  f rom Or lando 
to Luxembourg.  For  the next  6 1/2 weeks,  
they cru ised the b ike paths and roads of  
West  Germany,  Belg ium, Hol land,  and France.  
The couple deal t  wi th unexpected ra in show­
ers and an occasional  lack of  accommoda­
t ions whi le pedal ing beside such v iews as 
steamers and swans t ravers ing a 160-mi le 
s t retch of  the Danube River  in  Germany.  

Gery Jahoda's v isual  impairment  d idn ' t  
hamper the b icyc le t r ip .  His job on the 
b ike was that  of  s toker.  Pat  was the cap­
ta in.  

Gery,  a 62-year-o ld Flor ida State Univer­
s i ty  professor in  the School  o f  L ibrary and 
Informat ion Studies,  f i rs t  learned he had 
ret in i t is  pigmentosa (a progressive eye 
d isease that  leads to b l indness)  in  1944 
when he was s tat ioned in the Army in  Texas.  
On n ight  maneuvers,  he was unable to fo l low 
h is uni t .  He said a savvy sergeant  thought  
he was gold-br ick ing,  but  d id send h im to 
an Army hospi ta l  where the f i rs t  s igns of  
h is  RP was d iagnosed.  

Gery uses sophist icated v ideo and camera 
equipment to  boost  wr i t ten words to a s ize 
and in tensi ty  that  he can read.  Pat ,  h is  
favor i te stoker,  a lso assists h im. Bicy­
c l ing had seemed to be a hobby beyond 
Gery 's  l imi ts ,  consider ing h is  inabi l i ty  to 
see c lear ly .  

But  several  years ago,  Pat  found a rusty 
second-hand Schwinn tandem b ike and had i t  
r e n o v a t e d  f o r  t h e m  t o  u s e .  " I t  w a s  a  g i f t  
that  opened up new wor lds for  me,"  Gery 
said.  

Their  f i rs t  t r ip  inc luded a r ide up the 
inc l ine at  the overpass on Pensacola Street  
at  Doak Campbel l  Stadium, near thei r  west-
s ide Tal lahassee home. "We could hardly 
m a k e  i t , "  P a t  s a i d .  
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The old Schwinn was only a s ingle-speed,  

with not  gears to help them pedal  up h i l ls .  
But despite the physical  ef forts,  the 
Jahodas enjoyed the out ing.  Soon they 
traded the Schwinn and purchased a f ive-
speed bicycle.  

As the couple 's  enjoyment of  the new 
hobby increased,  they decided to step up to 
a new Santana Elan.  Compared to their  
previous bikes,  " I t 's  a Cadi l lac of  tan­
dems,  both in pr ice and performance,"  Gery 
said.  The couple then joined the Capital  
Cycl ists and began to r ide in earnest .  

They made excursions to locat ions outside 
Tal lahassee,  including frequent  t r ips down 
the bike path that  runs on the old rai l road 
bed from south Capital  Circle to St .  Marks.  
The zenith,  though,  was an eight-hour r ide 
with the Capital  Cycl ists from Tal lahassee 
to Albany,  GA. After  that  t r ip,  Pat  and 
Gery knew they could tackle Europe.  

The t r ip was a natural  for  Gery.  Born in 
Austr ia  and f luent  in both German and 
French,  he was famil iar  with the countr ies 

\  JL > 

and could serve as the couple 's  interpre­
ter .  During the weeks from the end of  June 
through most of  August ,  they bicycled more 
than 1,000 miles of  the European country­
side,  taking t ime to ta lk  with people and 
enjoy the sights.  

"We spend some lovely evenings chatt ing 
with people and exchanging ideas over a  
glass of  wine,"  Gery said.  "We fe l t  we 
real ly  met the people and saw the country­
side by bike.  A tour could not  have dupl i ­
cated our experience for  any amount of  
money."  

The summer is  now a pleasant  memory,  but  
the Jahodas are looking to the future.  I f  
things go wel l ,  they' l l  be loading their  
Santana on another t ransAtI  ant ic  f l ight  in 
late spring.  The couple hopes to be cy­
cl ing through Europe again,  this t ime in 
the south of  France.  Let 's  hope they 
choose to share their  adventures with the 
Tandem Club of  America!  

—Excerpted from the Tal lahassee Demo­
crat ,  December 17,  1987.  

CAUTION THIS 
TANDEM 

hakes wide 
WS. 

( I  

AKEVfT K)V CARRYING THIS WjppTUft W THING TOO PAR7 
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TANDEM CALENDAR 88 

May 21, 1988. 2nd Annual Miami Valley Tandem Rally. 
BelIbrook, OH. Sponsored by the Miami Valley Regional 
Bicycle Committee. Send SASE to Wendell Owens, 933 Keno­
sha, Kettering, OH 45429 

May 28-30, 1988. 3rd Annual Northwest Tandem RaIly. Ta-
coma, WA. 150+ tandems expected. Register soon. Send 
SASE to Northwest Tandem RaIly, c/o Tacoma Wheelmen's 
Club, P.O. Box 99555, Tacoma, WA 98499 

July 22-August 7, 1988. AIT Rally. Weston Park, 
Shropshire, England. Sponsored by CTC. After the one 
week Rally, head to France, Belgium, and the Netherlands 
for a delicious finale to a European holiday. Come early 
and/or stay late, plus many other options available. Non­
profit even led by TCA members who have tandemmed the last 
two AIT Ra11ies in the Netherlands and Poland. Limited 
space. SASE to Patty & Peter Louchelm, 6834 E. Pasadena 
Avenue, Scottsdale, AZ 85253-7046 or ph: (602)-994-5312 

July 28-31, 1988. 2nd Annual Truce Weekend. Stevens 
Point, Wl. Everyone's invited to come ride with the CATS 
(Chicago), the Loons (Twin Cities), and the COWS (Wiscon­
sin). SASE to John & Peggy 0'Del I, 1941 Elk, Stevens 
Point, Wl 54481. Ph: (715)-344-2732. 

August 4-7, 1988. Eastern Tandem RaIly'88. University of 
New Hampshire, Durham, NH. SASE to Bob & Linda Harvey, 16 
Clinton Street, Salem, NH 03079 

August 7-14, 1988. ETR'88 Post-Tour. SASE to Bob & Linda 
Harvey, 16 CIinton Street, Salem, NH 03079 

September 2-5, 1988. Midwest Tandem Rally'88. 
Springfield, IL. SASE to John & Marcy Werthwein, 3354 
Interurban Road, Springfield, IL 62707 

September 10-11, 1988. Toronto Tandem Co-op's Excursion. 
Beaver Valley, ON. Tour the banks of the Beaver River and 
the Niagara Escarpment. Contact Shirley Szilvasy or Ted 
Przyborowski (416)-652-1483 by July 1, 1988. 

September 23-25, 1988. Colorado Fall Foliage Tandem Tour. 
Aspen, CO. Ride through the valleys in one of Colorado's 
best-known recreational area. SASE to Ken Re id, P.O. Box 
9694, Aspen, CO 81612. 

October 28-30, 1988. 10th Annual Southern Tandem Rally. 
ThomasviI le, GA. Info will be mailed in May. SASE to 
Jack & Susan Goertz, Route 19, Box 248, Birmingham, AL 
35244 

Last minute addition: May 15m 1988 (l^th 
optional). Wisconsin's First C.O.W. 
(Couples on Wheels) Tandem Rally. Wauto-
ma, Wl. SASE to Paul & Flo Walker, Rte 3 
Box 65, Wautoma, Wl 5̂ 982 

^ BORTHWICK^ 

Custom Tandem Framesets That 
Conform To Tour Requirements 

214 Rainbow Drive 
Marshalltown, Iowa 50158 

(515) 752-3208 

Have a tandem ride you'd like listed in the TCA Calendar? 
Send the information to Jack & Susan Goertz, DoubleTalk 
Editors, and it'll run in DoubleTalk until the date of the 
event passes! Best yet, the listing is free! 

Please limit your TCA Calendar 
events. Thanks.—the Editors 

istings to TANDEM-specific 
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TCA DEALER MEMBERS 

TANDEMS, LIMITED. Qua Iity tandems from 
California, Pennsylvania, and England. 
Many tandems in stock for rapid delivery. 
Demonstrations and test rides by appoint­
ment. Tandem parts and accessories, too. 
Rte. 19, Box 248, Birmingham, AL 35244 
Ph: (205)-991-5519. 9/88 

MARV'S BICYCLE SHOP. 1504 E. Michigan 
Avenue. Lansing, Ml 48912. Ph: (517)-
484-BIKE. Try us for your tandem needs. 

9/88 

CYCLO-PEDIA, Inc.. Stronglight & TA 
Tandem Cranksets and parts. 48-hole rims. 
Phil Wood Bottom Brackets and Hubs. SASE 
for free pricelist. P.O. Box 884, Adrian, 
Ml 49221. Ph: (517)-263-5803 11/88 

Become a TCA Dealer Member! A $30.00 
membership gives you a one year membership 
in the Tandem Club of America, six Issues 
of DoubleTalk, and a 30-word ad classified 
ad in each issue of DoubleTalk while you 
are a member. Send a SASE to Jack and 
Susan Goertz, Editors, DoubleTalk, Rte 19 
Box 248, Birmingham, AL 35244 for full 
information on the TCA Dealer Member Pro­
gram. 

Rates for display ads available upon re­
quest. Send a SASE to the Editors. 

TANDEM JEWELRY AND 
QUALITY EYE-LEVEL MIRRORS 
All handcraftad by Chuck Harris 

ULTRA LIGHT TOURING SHOP 
100 Quarry Chapsl Road Box 363 
Gamblsr, OH 43022 
(614)-427-3404 Visa 6 Mastarcard 

Stlv.r pin, tla tack, or 

charm. $$ 5  1 n  1/48 
•cala, or $75 In 1/24 
•cala pin. M I , g o, d  

$165 $ $185.- Spaclal 
TCA quantity discounts 
(2 or mora), 

32mm Helmet Mirror doesn't come 
loose or break, and adjusts easi­
ly for height and optimum posi­

tion. No heavy black case around 
glass mirror. Different model 
for glasses adapats to any and 
all strange frame styles. Conti­
nuously made since 1970. 

$5/each or 2 for $9. 

CL0SE0UT!! TA 170mm X-
over cranks & right non-
driving arms -- $10/each 

TA 344 sp 1 nd1es SlO/ea. 

Specials on boltsets & 
selected sprockets . 

List avaliable. 

Flyer describes varied assortment 
of these Individually signed and 
numbered bicycle sculptures. All 
have Individually spoked 36x3 
wheels, turning on teflon bear­

ings. Tandem frames available 1n 

direct lateral or other styles 
than spaghetti style shown. 

Cranks and headsets turn. Larger 
models made to order. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

FOR SALE: 1984 Santana Arriva in excel lent shape. Braze-
ons for 4 water bottles and a rear rack. Comes complete 
with child conversion. 20x18. Asking $1950 or best 
offer. Doug Thompson, 804 Spear, Logansport, IN 46947. 
Ph: (219)-722—3797. 03/88 

FOR SALE: 1987 Santana Sovereign. 21x19, beautiful 
metallic blue Imron paint, Columbus premium tandem frame, 
Specialized sealed hubs, 48-hole rims. Sealed bottom 
brackets and pedals. AlI other stock equipment. Only 
ridden 400 miles. Perfect condition. Original box 
retained for shipping. $2750. Dean Graf, 2408 West 
Augusta Square, McAllen, TX 78503. Ph: (512)—686—2542 

03/88 

FOR SALE: Paramount Tandem. Newly painted with new back 
wheel and disc brake. TA crossover drive with kid back 
attachment available. Mixte rear frame is perfect for 
kids or team with sma11 stoker. 21x19. $1600. Alan 
Yockey. Ph: (215)-322-5091 after 8 p.m. EST. 03/88 

FOR SALE: Santana CIassic. Sonoma Burgundy. PhiI hubs, 
Blackburn low-riders, Eel ipse rear rack and large bags. 
18-speeds. Halogen head Iight. $1700. George Mathison, 
227 N. Greenwood Avenue, Park Ridge, IL 60068. 05/88 

WANTED: Cinelli Supercorsa Road bike (single), 46-49cm. 
I'm seeking the traditional crested model in good 
condition. Will consider frameset or complete bike. 
David Martinez, 35880 Mission Boulevard, #6, Fremont, CA 
94536. 05/88 

FOR SALE: Schwinn Paramount tandem. Charcoal gray, 
doubIe-diamond f r ame. 23x21. 15-speeds, PhiI hubs with 
48-spoke wheels, otherwise all Campy. Front & rear racks. 
Cateye, pump, & bags included. $1800. Tom Masters, 302 
E. Willow Road, Barrington (near Chicago), IL 60010. 
ph: 312-358-7797 05/88 

FOR SALE: (1) One set 48-spoke wheels, built by Jack 
Goertz. Phil Wood hubs, 140mm Santana/Arai spacing, 
Ukairims, DT 14g spokes. Brand new, never used. $125. 
(2) One set of 48-hole Bui I's-Eye tandem hubs. Double 
threaded, 140mm spacing. Brand new, never used. $60. 
(3) One set Mavic E4 48-hole rims, 700c. Brand new, never 
used. $35. Robert Taylor, Rte 1, Box 535-A, Detroit 
Lakes, MN 56501. Ph: 218-847-3898 05/88 

FOR SALE: BIKE KASE-a rigid high-impact plastic 
containter to ship a single bike while traveling. 2 for 
sale, still in orignal boxes. Cost $300—Sale price $200. 
Steve Soriano, 370 CoeI ho Street, Milpitas, CA 95035-
2843. Ph: (408)-942—8227 05/88 

WANTED: Objective roadtests, with photos, of tandems by 
Terry Osell, Bill Boston, and other quality frame-
builders. Send articles, photos (prints only), etc. to 
Jack & Susan Goertz, Editors of DoubleTalk. 

WANTED: Volunteer artlst(s) to prepare sketches, car­
toons, and illustrations to Jack & Susan Goertz, Rte 19, 
Box 248, Birmingham, AL 35244. 

Classified advertising rates available upon request. Send 
a SASE to the Editors. Non-commercial Classifieds are 
free to TCA Members. 
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Send DOUBLETALK articles to Jack & Susan Goertz, Rte. 19, Box 248, Birmingham, AL 35244 

Dues $8.00 (US) for individual or tandem team membership (6 
issues). DoubleTalk is published in January, March, May, 
July, September, & November. A subscription is included 

with your TCA membership. 

TCA Patches Are back in stock and available through the treasurer. 
Send checks for $4.00/patch to Tandem Club of America. 

Membership Please fill out the application below and mail with check 
for $8.00 US ($10.00 US for foreign memberships) payable to 
Tandem Club of America to our treasurers, Mai & Jean Smith, 
11010 Jamison Road, East Aurora, NY 14052. 

T C A  M e m b e r s h i p  

N a m e ( s )  

A d d r e s s  

C i t y  &  S t a t e  

T a n d e m  M a k e  

F r a m e  S t y l e  

Z i p  

Y e a r  

C o l o r  

i s  t h i s  a  r e n e w a I ?  

S  i  z e  A  

I s  m o n e y  i n c l u d e d  f o r  a  p a t c h ?  


